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PREFACE TO THE EIGHTH EDITION. 



Some of the hopes expressed in the Preface to the 
Sixth Edition of this work have not heen realized, and 
many of the old picturesque customs which then lent 
a special charm to Rome have disappeared. The facili- 
ties of travel, the growth of the city, the fact that it has 
now become the capital of a great nation, and not simply 
the central city of the Roman Catholic Church, have 
brought about many and vital changes, effaced many 
of its former characteristics, and made of it a modem 
city. Great improvements have been introduced in all 
that regards its material advantages as a residence. Its 
streets have been widened, sidewalks made ioi^ fopt-**^ 
passengers, new piazzas opened, its jipiiiiajfet^reaijy' ^m-: ^*^ 
proved, its old houses and apartments'^renewed'^^^t^d 
to modem requirements, and new quartecus,^ iv4)kr)i; wiii^n, 
this book was written were but empty dpaj4ess^gai:aens^,*, , 
villas, and vineyards, are now covered* wiAi'IcotlitiatictEfl *•' 
rows of buildings and streets, — a new and modem Rome 
has grown up on the outskirts of the old city, to fit it for 
the exigencies of to-day, to afford habitations to the large 
increase of the population which is now pouring into it 
from every part of Italy. It cannot, however, be said 
that great good taste or regard for architectural beauty 
characterizes these new quarters. They have been built 



on the "tol" r^^ veoV^'' rfj- *« *" ,„rt<.eily ' ^ 
of n.^-*'*^ 



vi PREFACE TO THE ^TG^r^^ ^Z>/Tio 

tic cliftTm of retirement, which once made it. . 

irom all others, m gone or ^oing, ana it ^ ^^^^^ 
drawing into line with all other cities. I^ife i ^^7 
crowded streets. It is awaking^ from ita i^^^'^'^^ 
But one cannot but sigh in rememboxing 4^^^^ *^*^' 
and soothing that dream of life was, and dest^ ^^^^^^ 
sonmg there lingers a fond regret for the j^^^^^a- 
when Rome was sleeping. ^^"®fi fa'me, 
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oUi"'' *" ".' ui*"'* ^t^'^ i<,»**.«o»""ioii of tho ptenoo" 
^ «ta>i»»«° ^„« „1»*?^<»» ^A "Ithoogk the goyem- 

thiu boo**- "*°, bo***'' c***^ <***" (^dJoisBion, it -Waa, during 
„, «w.o»l ° It i» f S^" »t« ,„ stopped »t tt, cmtom- 
jia,6rt» i»«^ g, '^»e'* ,ie»*, that the toii»<=v,v„„, Bu»- 

„,ditio» <■' r.„<»><'*;„,ai-»^,4 a ^th di.i«op.* i. «• 

a>. tot W» ' ^e<> '*'„<«^<'* „e.lT ««^ it wi* 1^ 
5»rth.i 'i>'^l^ "Sv^* ct>»"*tti. V^^CV'"?^ 



^ind»r tho ne* *■ 






-ri\j>*»«i 



city, aiid, under tbfl -pW* ^, *" e* *'*%\4' ^'^ W a*^ 

the old l»ndimik« oi W«'''_.»<*^«»" « ,«r<»^K>* rf'^V 

A word or two ma.y W* e- ^ ^ ^ V\ ^-JP gtf** 

JMt, y.t not withoat ita"r.«» V^,. -"''w ""l *;» '"«•'* 

Itolu. gave™ „„^ -n»S»»!;<<»S''^»''> ■t>'^>'5< 
the word and the lx».<«v- o^ ^ Jt^^jJ*^ <!f^',^ i* a*"'^ 
French. Nolhing ««.^ .<j *'v< ^°<f > .«' 
neu of many of t3=L«3ae " <*"* " Vi ^^-^ if f 

elowly changed, iu^<S. .^wet^ x>^^ ** *^^ . ^J^J^ 

d.™nof„h„g^ ^,^>V l«-^^^<»''^-^'5 






'^'"'A she „ ■-^=*- ooD^ *^ «* 

8»PerEa» *- 'fi ^ ^ 
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BOBA BI BOMA. 

A'^ % CHAPTER I. a\ ^ 

with^ ij?*f J^-,**® ^*h of Becembex, 1866, tlui.t 1 ^^?* 
third ■^- '"nuij at CiVita. v««^i»ia._ «n ™t i-o.^,^ lot «» 



^® set fowi^ • ^^ ***** *'**y » ^"•* *^ *»*lo'wiiiff morning 
^"*'8e8, an!i ™ a,rnmbliiig, yeUow posfr«oauci^^ ^th three 
*?. thJT,,* "^bby, gaudy post Jion, the ^l^^ig datter- 
Dlnml^ "^^^ O'* <*« horses' necks Jinglii^ ^v. -ocks'- 

Jfggai-brats rumung at o«r ^de and ai^T^**^ ^tordy 
Jttorus of « 7)«y^- Z«,^J^7^ cosou." Two ?**ig » dismal 




■" onrseives. The day was cnaimu^f , tj^^ --<ta tfte road 
the air tender and witli that delicious o^^ ^tjr cloudless, 
wMch 80 soothingly intoxicates J^^j^l^f^s, '**„the South 
companybg us for half o«^ ^l^ore - a^^*i a.?^ ««*. ao- 

iJreaSl surf -»o^,^aX -•St^^^lr^^'^^ «°* 
of the Campagna, ^^^^t^ sparkli^^H *°^ slopes 
around us, -here ^^^^^""^Sx^ fea^J Mtl»^*^teied ^ 
g^ges and the ^ ^?^®%rees, that, ^^«*8, ^ jaU gfeeleton 
Si ^th low, Bhrab^y ^^ biUs. oJ*^V^*^ there cov- 
>r, dhnbed Je Uxg ^tood at i^^^t^'> dar^^ ^ 

Cgray^* /f^'uxto foama^^eet sl^^^^'j^ watch-' 
it Wives g^Ji^ ^ocks ^ong «ja th^ow- and im- 
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rains of some old villa, the home of the owl, snake, and 
lizard, showed -whiere Ancient Rome journeyed and lived. 
At intervals, heavy carts, drawn by the massive gray oxen 
of the Campagna, creaked slowly by, the contadiru) sitting 
athwart the tongue; or some light -mne-carretta came 
ringing along, the driver fast asleep under its tall, trian- 
gular cover, with his fierce little dog beside him, and his 
horse adorned with bright rosettes and feathers. Some- 
times long lines of mules or horses, tied one to another's 
^il> plodded on in dusty procession, laden with sacks ; — 
sometimes droves of oxen, or poledri^ conducted by a 
sturdy driver in heavy leathern leggings, and armed with 
fi ^®^gj pointed pole, stopped onr way for a moment In 
® fields, the jpecoraro^ in shaggy sheep-skin breeches, the 
^ type of the mythic Pan, leaned against his stafE, half 
^^ieep, and tended his woolly flock, — or the contadvM 
tito ^^ ^ougrh dark furrows the old plough of Vila's 
dv^' *^at figrures in the vignettes to the "Georgics,* 
Tlxe^^ tediously along by four white oxen, yoked abreast, 
the ib ^' L^^» vrere herds of long-haired ^oats, rearing among 
ixxQ *L*^®« ancl showing their beards over them, or foUow- 
Je^f?® ^he^l^eTd to their fold, as the shadows began to 
^ov^hT' ' — ^^ ™^® ^^^ screaming wains, tugged, by lua- 
aojoD J^^^o^^^ T^*^ }^^ ^Q^ds and knotted knees, bred 

XT S ^© jj^a/lariarstricken marshes. 
^m ^^^y *^ I^™e we changed horses at Palo, — a ^^^ 
line J®**^^ttt^»*^ composed of a post-house, inn, stables, a 
tres« V*^^§^^^^^ fishermen's huts, and a desolate old for- 
belnr! J ^^a lyy iovLT towers. This fortress, which once 
longed to the Odescalchi family, but is now the prop- 
/^y ot the Soman g-ovemment, looks like the very spot 
lor a tragedjr, as it stands there rotting in the pestilential 
air, and garrisoned by a few stray old soldiers, whose 
oreary, broken-down appearance is quite in keeping with 
the place. PaJo itself is the site of the city of Alsium, 
founded by the Pelas^i, in the dim gloom of antiquity, 
long before the JEtriiscans landed on this shore. It was 
subsequently oecupiea ^J J^^ Etruscans, and afterwards 
became a favorite resort ot the Roman nohiUtv, who built 
shere the splendid viU^^ ^^ Antoninus, I>orcina, Pompeius, 



,hkh they 'l-" Sw^" A»-e'*'^WdB<»".Wid«.Utud^'''iS 
-torn it i.Mi ° Tii». i,oe'jVer «"!»« "d la!?"' "» " j 

wa. but a gta»F»f 'iox,e „^o^ .^ o* "Id a»u^'^^.?^tt te. 
end the -Bom-oot g c" B"'' „lo«i<'" °' '«««, w rage lionj 

dampening idr, ^tt<*''^e»* p* -"» 'PTioa^^^ tli, £■»■ 
more and mo«e f°; JOP>»*' 



gutties, VoL I, 
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/aniages were out for a drive, or to meet friends on tiieii 

iv'aj from Civ^ita Veccliia ; and on foot was many a little 

3ompan J of Redmans, lau^liing' and talking. At the osterias 

f^ere groups seated iindeir vine-covered arbors, or before 

^e door, drizikxng leismrely their wine and watching the 

posaers-hy. .A^t^ last, to-ward sundown, we stopped at the 

Porta CarallegrS^^^' 'v^l^ei'e, thanks to our IcLscia passare, 

^e were detaixx^d but a minute, — and then we were in 

Rome. Over 'Ob rose tlie huge swelling dome of St 

Peter's, goldexi. "with the last rays- of sunset. The pillars 

3f the gigantic colonnade of iBernini, as we jolted along, 

'' seemed to b^ marching' hy *' in hroad platoons. The 

fountains piled "tb-eir flexile columns of spray and waved 

^em to and fro- The gxeat bell clanged from the belfry. 



^'•oaps wandered^ forth in the great^ Piazza. The old 

^gyptian oheliisk in the centre pointed its lean finger to 

"*? sky. We w^ore in :RoinG J This one moment of sur- 

BmI^ sensation is worth the journey from Civita Vecchia, 

Plet^l^ ^^ **** otlier gate, is Xiome so suddenly and com- 

and ^??®®®8sed. J^owhere is the contrast so instantaneous 

^^ tb^ ^ hex-e, between tbe silent, desolate Campagna 

^.^ P^imiti^^ V^i^^.'' .^'^.^*- Jeter's, between the burrows 

^^^^ Hon^^^ t./Lnfiit;aamty and tbe g^orgeousness of ecclesias- 
•4>iV ***o» 

^^h a^d ^J^*" '^'^ Piazza, we get a glimpse of Hadrian's 

£5*« of irlT «-L^^«' a« of old, under the stetued 
tbT^' «an«* Aiigr.elo, — and then we plunge into long, 
!f iadT^r' *'"'*^ streets. Yet shall I confess it ? - 



dgji '««d a ohl rir — — .^ '' snau l contess it r — 

lUv'^^e^"!^ ^^ ""t ^Twilight was deepening into 

InT^'^^o^c^'^ **»rough them. Confused cries and loud 

ini'^^eaZZ'^'^ ^J^I^ "^^ ™®- Children were scream- 

tAj-n^ ^J'wAfl— ^»_-=^=+o '"r? •»^*»-r' saJe. Bells were rmG»- 

..^ong.-j"' "^nepe. _t^x*a.«sts, soldiei^n -^^^ ^ j i 

*e,V f^ aiono. -¥-»-«« Trli^J!^^ \ peasants, and beggars 



;;?^'» *-^»S — -- X^^ going honjerwiO. 

J ^ookZ^^en eo%%rxM.&^ stood in th2 -T * Women, in theut 
«AiUo*«tf o«t f^^"i:«aow8 ^i**K«l***'**^*y« bare-headed, 

■■^ «-»© JMadonna shrines fai 




entrance •• ^.» t. U><^^ »f *» iJari'. — *u»,jTi. B" » 
aM root. «5B?^ W^J^^iS" i. ^"Z^ »« »:»^ttSo-5.'\ 

melody in it l3i»** 
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and even Time -will be puzzled to make it as pio 
lue, or half as interestmg', as those old houses de- 
\d in the back streets for its building, and which had 
ted up here and there, according to the various 
3 of the various builders. Those were taken down 
Be they were dirty, narroi^, unsightly. These are 
lit elegant and clean. Clean they certainly are ; and 

liave one other peculiarity, that of being as mo- 

)usly regular as the military despotism they repre- 
But I prefer individuality, freedom, and variety, for 
m part. The narrow, uneven, huddled Corso, with 
noble palace, and there a quaint passage, archway, 
p, — the buildings now hi^h, now low, but all bar- 
over with balconies, — is far more interesting than 
meaning uniformity of the Rue de Rivoli. So, too, 
ire those among us who have the bad taste to think 
ssecration in Louis Napoleon to have scraped the 
t and venerahle N6tre Dame into cleanliness. The 
•tic wiJJ ^^^ consort with the Monotonous, — Nature 
neat, *^ poetry is not formal, — and Rome is not 

a^ ^^^AtB, or ghosts of thoughts, flitted through 

uj, ' ^ the c^^rri^S® "was passing along the narrow, 

2^®^®> axi^ bx*otight with them after-trains of reflec- 

'^s fh^ ^^r ^^' thought, among the thousands of 

n ^^ a^jati^J^y winter at Rome, some to whom the 

ci^^^oor x>iot;ures of modem Roman life would 

^b^ ae sr>^43ial as the galleries and antiquities, 

^j. ^^ a s,^^t;<3li of many things, which wise and 

Je ^^^^^ lx^"«^^ passed by as unworthy their notice, 

ei/ ^^*®^estix».^'- Every ruin has had its score of 

L ^ ^^n^ ii-t>o^"^ it. The soil has been almost over- 



J azitjq^^^^^j^^j^^j^s and scholars, to whom the modern 

tiixi 
. ^e ieft ~— eome have done their work so well 



.. ^^thijj^^ "|z>»^t the antique brick a prize. Poets 
^^'^taJiste I:"-^^^ described to death what the anti- 



l^^S reinaix^^ *^^ ^® done after them. Everybody 
^^fcaWozn o:^ ^iTied flowers from all the celebrated 
^ table rrx^-*^^^ from^ bits of marble collected in the 
^« JEv^^^»^":y Englishman carries a Murray for 






It K^^^ f »yron for 8«n«:£n>ene, ar 
•"le IS to kno^vvr and feel a«: ovei-j' / 



the Bp^1?2^ Wbanans a.11 &«: pla.jr, " and 

eves A 11 ®^ery-w-here -vv^fcla. lier -white t,, \ 
Snt^>^« P«l>li« «■«<! pri^**e life «.X' 
the Ar^rv 1?^*^^®' from XS^omulus *o Gonsta^ l^ 
Zt^'t (-«, l^e i« «o«Me*i«.e« o*I/e</;.^t,'\ 
games *^® coinmon. lif « o:^ the mofi <^ ^Q 

T(Hlav^®*^^^' *^^ habits of fcho i>eop7e %^®) 
8ometh^e«^ .\^«« onij^ touohod izj^on ^^ a ^ /? 
lane rcwT ^^^ spirit a^id »oo«x-acjr, ^ *^^^ ^ e^ 

Brown ™®*»mea with liidiox-oias »8^<>ila/^*r*<V 

BerepJ' ^''^ *^e spectacles of . their p,^^ t^; ** 
Berve „ J^®aw m Roxne lia.s gfiven cje •''<*;.» J'e 
ler «,!?"*® f>inffs -wliich «lo not sti^^ >i,_ °^- 



serve « ™ "» rcome Jia.s gnvsa^x ihq •"*tUo^ ''^ 

to the r. correct many of txxjt own &. tie 4„*^^t 
« apt £r?P'« and place- To a «fa-a«^^^z.o2f^\ 
to me t^ b * *^« impression ; and ,^*^ a fi^''^ J 
froni thl V . strangrers A^ork out tf,^ ^opst^^,^. »»i; 
desei^®. Wettest prexmses, and setti falsegj "^y 
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bo eradite, but I bope I shall not be dull. These little 
fetches may remind some of happy days spent under tbe 
Roman sky, and, by directing tbe attention of others to 
what tbey have oi?erlooked, may open a door to a new 
pleasure. Chi sa ? Tbe plainest Ranz des Vwjhes may 
wcIIa^^^ P^®^® ^^^ t^e Eroica symphony of Beethoven 
«^onld be a bore. J i' ^ 



CHAPTER n. 

STSEET MUSIC IN" ROME. 

•rOi rei^^? ^^ passed the month of December in Rome 
^eaiaa bv if^ ^ h&ye been awakened from his morning 
^eeta h^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ *^® Jpifferar% playing in the 

^^^nibitio ^^' before the shrines of the Madonna and 
^carcejjr ^r ^^^ tbe strains of one set of performers will 
^t at pil^iT^ ceased, before the distant notes of another 
A^^^^o:. ^"^^ ^^ be heard to continue the well-known 
^ ^^zzi ^ ^e pifferari are generally contadini of the 
^e/'^ Aozi^^^^^tains, who, at the season of Advent, leave 
P4 ^^® Hll ^ make a pilgrimage to Home, — stopping 
^Of^ *^e/f ^-he wayside shrines, as they journey along, to 
^ef^ ^^^S' Jkf^ ^^ad music of welcome to tlie Virgin and the 
P^e^'^ «Q^jJ^^siah. Their song is called a navcTia, from its 
^e ^^J^ ^ ^^^ ^^^® consecutive days, — first for nine days 
A'e©^ fr* c:^:^^*^ tte Festa of the Madonna, which occurs on 
'^^^^^^^ ^-^^ecember, and afterwards for the nine days 
/^ Cq^ ^^y z^^ — ^^Tistmas. The same words and music serve, 
/? ^* a"^^^^^ ^^^ . both celebrations. The pifferari always go 
il^^^Q ^^ ^r^?"^® playing on the zampogna, or bagpipe, the 
^ ® ttj^ ^ ^^^^^ ^*^^l)le accompaniment, and the other on the 
s^P^Hcf^ ^-t^ ^^^^^storal pipe, which carries the air ; and for 
0f7^^e, ^ ^^^^:^^fc:*^^^^® Christmas the sound of their instruments 
(lj ^e ^.^"""^ "^-^i'-^^^^gh the streets of Rome wherever there is a 
K /ie j^ J^J^-^g^'^^^ther at the comers of the streets, in the depths 
^^<at© ^-fc^^^-^=^*":S.^ ^own little lanes, in the centre of the Corso 
"^^^^^'^j^^^^^^^^^ courts of the palaces, or on the stairwavs of 
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hired m Rome by the owners of the various houses adorned 
with a Madonna, shrine (of which there are over fifteen t 
hundred in the city), to play before them at the rate of a 
paul or so for each full novenay and as they can easily play 
before thirty or forty a day, they often return, if their 
^ck be good, with a tolerable Httle sum in their pockets, 
l^esides this, they often stand as models, if they are good- 
lookmg fellows, and thus add to their store ; and then 
agam, the forestieri (for, as the ancient Romans called 
strangers barbari, so their descendants call ihemforesters, 
mf ^ A^®^' wildmen) occasionally drop baiocchi and pauls 

g their hats still further to mcrease it. 
ofte ^"^^*™®'^ it is a father and son who play together, but 
Thia^^^ *^o old friends who make the pilgrimage in pairs, 
trails ^^'''*^^Sr» as I wa« going out for a walk round the 
formi admirable specimens of the 2?iff&rari were per- 
Btreet ^ ^ovena before a shrine at the corner of the 
^^ bnf player of the bagpipe was an old man, with a 

^ebJe • ^^^ amiable face, who droned out the bass and 
/ooi^ed ^^ * most earnest and deprecatory manner. He 
kis lif ^ if lie had stood stiU, tending his sheep, nearly aU 
kis be^; ^^il *1^® P®^^® ^^^ quiet of Nature had sutiV into 
o the ^^^ ^^ ^^" ^^' ^^^^^ ^® ^^^ become assxBoilated 
ipe ^ ^^itnsLls he tended. The other, who played the 
Wtof^! ^ x»an of middle age, stout, vigorous, i^eith a 
fed «J ^^le^<^ black hair, and dark quick eyes that were 
tie hr V ^^ ^^ J'^S^^^ while he blew and vexed the 
itil Jr ^^^ ^^P^ ^ ^^^^ ^"^^ ^^d nervous fioriture, 
3uth ^o ^i^^P^ ^^ ®T®** dripped from its round open 
saf\ ^Qinetimes, when he could not play fast enough 
«atisiy hig eagerness, he ran his finger up and down the 
^^s- fhen, suddenly lowering his instrument, he would 
ream, m a strong: peasant voice, verse after verse of the 
vena, to the accompaniment of the bagpipe. One was 
1 1 i.?I ^^^ Italia^ t^ettura all lumbered Vith luggage 
d held back by its ^Jr^S I the other panting and nervous 
his work as an Ainerican locomotive, and a^ constantly 
^ning off the rails. Both, however, were very earnest 
then- occupation. ^^ they stood there playing, a Me 
>up gathered roirna. A scamp of a boy left hb sport to 












«"•"<•■. ,v,olif», .^-*?^ V^«" """tod poiBijSj,'"^ 
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jy came yearly from Sora, a town in tKe Al^nizzi, about 
[y miles from Rome, making the journey on foot, and 
sking up by the way whatever trifle of coi>i>er8 they could. 
[ this manner they travelled the whole distance in ^^^ 
lys, living upon onions, lettuce, oil, axid black bread 
hey were now singing the second novenoe. £or Christmas • 
id, if one could judge from their mannex- and conversa^ 
m, were quite content with what they liad earned. T 
vited them up into my room, and there rn. the pJeasan^est 
ay they stunned us with the noise of both their iustru 
lents, to the great delight of the children &.Tid the ostoniab- 
lent of the servants, for whom these coinmon things had 
om out their charm by constant repetition. At my j^ 
aest they repeated the words of the noveruz^ ihey had been 
ngmg, and I took them down from their Jipe. Affep 
liminating the wonderful myms of the Neapolitan dialecL 
1 which all the words lay imbedded like sbeUs in the 
and, and supplying some of the curious elisions with 
rhich those Abruzzi Procrusteans recklessly cut away the 
)olysyllables, so as to bring them within the rhythmic 
lompass, they ran thus : — 

** Tn Verginella figlia di Sant' Anna, 
Che in ventre tuo portasti il buon Qesti ; 
E lo partoristi sotto la capanna, 
E dov' mangiav' no lo bue e V asinello. 

** Quel Angelo gridava : * Venite, Santi I 
'Ch' fe andato Gesii dentro la capanna ; 
Ma guardate Vergine beata, 
Che in ciel in terra sia nostr* awocatal » 

** San Giuseppe andava in COTupagnia, 
Si trov6 al partorir di Maria. 
La notte di Natale ^ notte santa— 
n Padre e V Figliuolo e lo Spirito Santo. 
'Sta la ragione che abbiamo cantato ; 
Sia a QesU bambino rappresentato." * 

1 " Thou little Virgin daughter of Saint Anna, 
That bore within thy womb the good Jesua ; 
And gave birth to hun in the hovelf 
Where the ox and the ass were eating together. 

" That angel cried out : * Gome, O ye Salnta I 
For Jesus has gone there into the hovel ; 
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"» soddem introduction of ** ^ttel Mf. 
^f'lfpmmda ns of a. similar feUeitjr in the i-qV^ 
"i^- ^ Bateman," wbez-e "w-o are aurpm^*^^^ ^ 



(&■ oateman," wbez-e "w-o are surprwerf" 

fflad** ^'"*»" to wfaora no aUusion iad C^ K%v 
»je, 'has one lovely a»iigrliter." ^O^ » ^^ 

^^notonoos, and if for no otber i-ea«,o^ (»^ ^^I^m' 
iarf?°^ of the oldest fragments of pop «^' 

is ni ^' Between tlie verses a ciirion 
BtiuT^^' and at tfae close of the last p 

Pend^ ^nd solenm ada^o. Xt wi// i^ / 

finJ*! *^derinffs of tl»e jp*jgr&ra.ri an fc, - .^ -= >- 

«o,i™"*iIdi-eii »t « fiui> plaj-ui He J)) TS^u"^ 
ii,It"M«d aa models to aro'sla, iri„ f '•^.'"M -.J" *> 

tCl°*nnd»of the .yK^isTO "d ,,5»0» o„„,"£'; 

SonT;? "a P»ri» i and »o vividly di j'« I ^^ T»„ „' 
*»»,,■'*•. «>« I caUea them in fo, .%»?f « «™i i» 
SCr "ixaeli- Xn the few moatl^ * ''lit "^ "*= -M 
<r? B«bJo their- Ne»poKt.„ JJ at "^^ S^T'"' 
WS^ttri,, which, p^oioaooedin J-gK , J.il^S"'"- 
L» '<)1,**°S«' "**'* BomethiBg rich ^^%vr odd -way, 
'^Q('* me that hie wife had just .^^titraage." < 






^ public letter^^»Titer, lanKj^7> „ -- 

*-t\j» his abawioe, and 



o^d on o««lil«^^-i^ .^^ 






^^sootet* 



He nlffbt erf GhriB" 



he a,«, «*^Vv^ t,t jury. 



»», Ji^ »W™, rhyme, bnt ^^^ ??^-^ '^CS^^SToMi^'' '^'^ "^ 
Oi^ PMbably represent «8 well a.^ *.^d«io "^T^Tlr as they 
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his wife, in 
savagery 
sure to 
more 



, . fco 8®^^ ^^^ ^s portrait. He had accordingly 

aying n^™ j^otograph in lialf -length. Some time after- 

jnt ae^ ^'^^ovrledged the receipt of it, but indignantly 

^jj^y^B »R© a^ ^th him for sending her a picture of a 

3taoBStTate ^/^^ pareva ^^t^refawe^o j^er Za^^Ties^a" (a 

^^* uow^^ geemed to be looking out of the wmdow), 

^^If^^Adlv cbai^cterized a half-length, and praying to 

* l;« \ec8 aJ^^ '^^^^ ^®^* portrait. This same fellow, 

*T^ vl;! ^ sfi^w^^^ ^ace, played the roU of a ferocious 

AoArican^ dragged into concealment by his w^^- - 

nfaio S a fri^^^ ^^^* <ioor ; but despite the sai 

^® ^r^^er of ^^ counterfeited position, he wa« s 

B oYCT^^ered bj s^®«P before he had been in it more 

tan five minutes, — ai^d if the artist's eye left him for a 

loment, he never failed to change his attitude for one 

lore fitted to hiB own somnolent propensities than for 

le picture- 

Every shopkeeper among the lower classes in Rome hires 
lese piff&rari to play before the little shrine behind his 
ounter, or over his door, thinking thereby to procure the 
ivor of the Madonna, vdthout which his business is sure 
ot to prosper. Padre Bresciani relates that in the year 
849 he heard a stout Roman woman (un gran' pezzo di 
onnay — a great piece of a woman, to translate literally) 
ivoking a curse upon some of the birhanti then abroad in 
le city, after this manner, — ^^Eh/ Madonna Santis- 
ima, mandate un acddente a 'sti birhonV " Send an 
poplexy to those rascals, most holy Madonna." 

**But, Sora Agnese," remonstrated the padre, "you 
mst not invoke such curses upon anyhody. You should 
^rgive even vncked persons if you love the Madonna." 

*| Ifl love the Madonna ! " was the reply. " Figura- 
^h SOT comjpCLre mio — just imagine whether I love her, 
'^hen every year I hire the pifferari to play the novena 
) her ! " 

But the Roman pifferari cannot really be heard to 
dvantage in the streets of Rome. In the mountains their 
ipe and bagjwpe produce a wholly different impression, 
id I remember to have heard them once towards sun* 
own at San Germane, when the effect was charming. 






^0 tre^'HiT^ 



IS 



afcoW*^^^^ 






di^on, aa^ \t.ft mam tront is toie / ^^OyJ' ^ Time lias 

tinged its marU© iacmgs with a ^ ^j^^ ir j^^^^ ^^^ ^^ 

failed to eat out tVie cement or *^®'% ^gj.^ ^lid coorees of 
its stones. Here and there shrubs, no ^^, ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ 
fig-trees have found a footing and grace it^ ^^^fe. CUml» 
ing through one oi the round arches of entrance which is 
half choked with rubbish, we found ourselves within the 
enclosure. The interior is far more ruined than the ex- 
terior ; the seats are all crambled away and obliterated ; 
and Indian corn, beans, and potatoes were growing in the 
arena. As we stood looking in silence upon this sad decay, 
we heard in the distance the pipe and bagpipe of some 
shepherds playing a melancholy pastoral tune. Nothing 
coidd be more charming, — more perfectly in rhyme with 
the mountains and the ruins. I could scarcely have be- 
lieved such tones could come from a bagpipe. Softened by 
the distance, they lost their nasal drawl, and stole sweetly 
to our ears witii that special charm which the rudest 
national music has when heard in its native place. Look- 
ing through the archway over the distant valley and moun* 
tarns, we listened to them, enchanted.^ 

The pifferari are by no means the only street musicians 
in Rome, though they take the city by storm at Christmas. 
Every day under my window comes a band of four or five, 
who play airs and concerted pieces from the operas, — 
and a precious work they make of it sometimes ! Not 
only do the instruments go very badly together, but the 

1 The^^^aW, I regret to say, are no longer permitted to come 
into Rome said play their novena there at Christmas and New Year. 
The goTernment has prohibited them, — why, I have not been able 
to learn. In so doing it has obliterated an old popular usage, which 
harmed no one, and had a special charm for many. 
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«-e not iirr»nge4l ^o^* ^tiiem. A violone 

^5 Y^*^ !ccoinpamineiit -fco a vmegaMharp violin 

^^^ jS ^^^^j^SfwhUe a tr^ai:^P^t blares in at inter- 

^^t ^^« ^* lo uiAte Uie tw^. «^f. « flute does what 
'^^^\o eB^eaVor ^ . ^^^^^ ^oinetunes, instead of a 

^^,but x^o*:i^oinbone, witl:^ ^ violent cold in the 
'.^e, a ^'^^'^^e bass impatiei^W'.g^ts ludicrously unr 
^"^A f^orts out ?^3^tf^ at times, ^d is alwys so choleric, 
""^rollable ^j^ Jilting for the cculemas to finish, it bursts 
^"^rinsteaA oi ^er as by a blow on the head, roars away 
taiocto ^^'^n^ and overwhelms every other voice with 
\I ^ ix^^^**^\f eration. The b^nnonic arrangements 
V^ »^^^ "^^acb instrmnent seems to consider itself 
re very ^t.t. reduced to an accomp^ent or bass, and 
iJtreated ^^^'^Aea^oring, however unfitted for it, to get 
constaiitly^^^^r^air, — the melody being, for all Italians, 
oBsession ot ^f .^f The vioUn, however, weak of voice 
le principal o J ^^^^ ^^^ ^^y, and the other instruments 
i it is, «^^^^ltedly back to their secondary places, the 
»al d^^^^. lone keeping up a' constant growl at its iU- 
luffy old vxo ^^^^ue now and then leaping out like a 
ick, and trie 

ger on its P^^^ nio^e characteristic are the ballad-singers. 

Far better ^ couples, — an old man, dim of sight, 

ho generally 8 - ^^ ^^^ ^^-^^^ ^^ y^^ ^^^ ^^ daugh- 

Brhaps bii^^ guit^i tamborello, or at times a mandolin. 
T, who b»s ^^^ '^i accompanies them, sings with them, 
ometimes ^^^^^ ^ ^in box, or the tamborello, to coUect 
ad carries^^^^ ^^^ ^ong ballads to popular melodies, 
itocchu . ^jj^ ape very pretty and gay, and for a haiocco 
)me ®| ^^j^eet containing the printed words of the song, 
^^I hA* A ^y ^ ^^^^ woodcat. Sometimes it is in the 
lieade ^j^iog^e, — either a love-making, a quarrel, a 
)rm 01 ^ ^^^ or a leave-taking, — each singer taking an 
.conciiia^^^^^^ Sometimes it is a story with a chorus, or 
iieinate v conversation ballad, or a story of a saint, or 
reugious j^j^ Those drawn ^om the Bible are gener- 
pom the ^^ious paraphrases of the original simple text, 
uy very c ^^^ simplest and commonest idioms of the 

eo k Z^^^^ ""^ ^^^^ ™ay ^® ^""^^ "" ^"^ Appendix to 



Goethe's « Italieniscli.e 
popular songs, so 

been collected. 

are only traditional 
This is particularly ^ 
<iialeet, which 
of the country,. _ 
repository" for sncli 
to be wished that 




task, would interesib liimself to f^^zL €>£ bis L^ 
apennanent place in tb.© ^^^^^f'^^ZZ-^rs. wh^ 
But to return to oimt 1>«-U«^-^'^^^' JH 
in the middle of tHeir »on&, ^S!^ JT sm , ^ 
A crowd has gatherea ro«ix<l^ *^^^ ^ ^ 
windows and from the l>aaooiixes^ TCr^^^P^o 
houses near by, and tlx© ^«.^<^<?^>^* *^^ fcj. 
the pavement below. T^itl^ ^^tliBT stej^to^ 
We been singing » aiaJ.o&tt« wincn j^ ^^ 
entitled a « Canzonetta lSrvi€>v», sopra im ^^ 
I'addio alia sua proxnessa. sposa mentre e^j 

per la via di Levante. ^^^f?^^' JSf ^' « ^^^ 
medesimi con intercaaaro sull aana niode^, 

Francesco Calzaroni '' (-^ 'ItT^T^.^^Q 

who says good-by to ^^^^^::^?"t'^itS 
of leaving her to go *<> **>•? -T _r~^«ii« I'S*^*^ 
marriage of the L^o, witlx .J^°^ P««^. 

mod Jab). I gi-« J-^^SSy ^^"onTS 

by a woodcut of a «^^^^s are generally 
. The titles of **»«»« ^f^l I wiU here copy 
«t.c ; one or tviro of ^«^ Ji^^y treat. Hex 
of t^subjects of ^^-^^^* o^se, ^here . . 
w rhe Marnago oy '-^^ cai^enter, a 1< 

a mason, a shoemafe^y^ a.iicl liere anotber, 
f^^ are the suitors 5 ^^ ^^^ IVlen after t 
"The Repentanco o* ,^^11 ^i, «' ^i^ew Song 
J^ives;'' and orxo ^^"^^ lxe:r servant, wUo 
between a mistress axxcx «.iies spends too mv 
from her service l>eoaviso ^» .j^^^ Blind Litt 

day ; '' and one "^ *^^^^^ 
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^^^jj«\ai3ft» of the wrongs he has suffered from Menica, and 

abaji^^^® Hep to many another ; " and here is ** a most 

\>eauUioX oompositdon upon an old woman who wishes to 

dresa aJl^ moda,** Here is another of a moral character, 

coBtaitiing the sad history of Frederick the Gambler, who, 

to ^udge from the woodcut accompanying the Canzonetta, 

must have been a f erocions fellow. He stands with his 

legs wide apart, in half-armor, a great sash tied over his 

shoulder and swing;ing round his legs, an immense sword 

at his side, and a great hat with two ostrich feathers on his 

head, looking the very type of a " swashing blade." 

The singers of longer ballads carry about with them 
sometinies a series of rudely-executed illustrations of dif- 
ferent incidents in the story, painted in distemper and 
pasted on a large pasteboard frame, which is hung against 
a wall or on a stand planted behind the singer in the 
ground. Now and then he pauses in his song to ex- 
plain these to the audience, and they are sure to draw a 
crowd. 

But besides these ballads, there are many in the mouths 
of the people which are far more interesting and char- 
acteristic than any to be found in print. Here, for in- 
stance, IS one which NiccoHna is constantly singing, and it 
so amused me by its odd incidents and morals that I wrote 
inilr\ ..'^ ^^"^ dictation. It is evidently only a frag- 

w^V. '* "^^ ^ ^^® ^""^^y ^^^ she declared that there 
was no more. 

** Donna Lombarda perchft non m' ami ? 
^erch^homaritor Se hai marito 

Va griii in giardino del Signer Padre 

^ oLi ''^ ««^e°te, — Pig-lia la testa 

D^il l^^?'^'^*^' - P^*^ la bene ~ 

Mett«f V ^ ^^"« ^^^^ 
:^ette la dentro una carafina — 

TuttT^T^^ "^ ® q^est' aqua 

Fop those who H 
tauBlation : - '"' '^ Mderstand a.e original, here is a roagh 
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the deserted streets. But though the voices are harsh, and 
the music rude and wild, the words of some of these ser- 
enades are very pretty and graceful, and particularly those 
that go by the name of '^ Sospiri d* amore " : — 

*^ Yorrei che la finestra omai s* aprisse, 
Vorrei ehe lo mio bene a' aftacciaaBe, 
£ nn soBpiro d' amore lo gradisae.'* 

In the mountain towns the eontadini know by heart 
hundreds of little songlets, which they shout under the 
windows of their sposine and lady-loves. Most of them 
consist of few lines, and all are variations upon the same 
theme. The stout contadina is a queen, a noble lady, a 
flower of beauty, a delicate creaturd*, who deprives her 
lover of rest, and he comes to kiss the ground she has 
trod upon, and awakens the street with his lamenting, and 
prays her to come to the window and smile upon him. 
Ix>ve transfigures the world, and the peasant uses the 
noblest language. He sings : ~ 

*'' RizzateTi dal letto e nacite fuoia, 
Yenite a yed^ il cielo q uanto h beUo ; 
n Yoatro yiso al lume della lima 
Par d' mi angiolo f atto col penello. 

'* Oh Roaa delle rose, o Rosa bella, 
Per te non dormo ne notte ne giomo, 
E aempre penao alia tua f accia bella, 
Alle grazie che hai f accio ritomo. 
Faccio ritomo alle grazie che hai : 
Ch' io ti lasci, amor mio, non creder mai 

'' Miralo il cielo e mira quante atelle, 
E mira quanti nodi in qnella rete ; 
Son piii le pene mie che non son chelle, 
Son piii le pene mie che dato m^ete, 
Son piii le pene mie ch' ^ tnoi martiri ; 
lo ti amo di bnon cnoze e ta t' adirL 

** Ti yengo a yisitare, alma regina, 
Ti yengo a yisitare alia tn' caaa ; 
Ing^occhioni per tntta la yia, 
Bacio la terra andii che sei passata : 
Bacio la terra, e risgnardo le mnra, 
Doye se' passa, nobU creatnra. 
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Bacio la terra, e rug^nardo la tetti 
Dove passate, nobil g^oyanetta. 

'^ Vada la voce mia dentro le mura, 
Di poi che yita mia non pn6 passa 
Persona bella, delicata e pura^ 
Da dove siete, statemi ad ascoltai 
Statemi ad aacoltar, persona cara 
Per mia consolazione guardo V ari 
Statemi ad ascoltar, persona pura 
Per mia consolazion guardo le mn 

In the fulness of his feelings the lover in 
not only upon his mistress, but also on th 
the family : — 

** In qnesta casa non ci ho piii cants 
Vo' domandar V usanza cne ci sia 
Se o' ^ del bene, Dio ce lo manten 
Se c' ^ del male, Dio lo mandi yis 
Vo' Ij^nedir quella rosa incamata, 
£ lo padrone e tutta la brigata ; 
Vo* benedir quella rosa yermiglia 
E lo padrone e tntta la famiglia.' 

Sometimes, when his mistress lives far a 
town, he arrives late at night, and sings un 
breaks, the bells ring, and the windows 
then he sings, — Farewell : — 

^^ La yedo V alba che ynole apparir 
Ghiedo licenza, e non yo' piii cam 
Gh^ le finestre si yedono aprire 
E le campane si sentono sonare. 
E si sente sonare in cielo e in tern 
Addio, bel gelsomin, ragazza beU 
E si sente sonare in cielo e in Ron 
Addio, bel gelsomin, bella person 

^ These serenades will all be found in the Canti 
eoUected by Giuseppe Tigri. 

Note. — It is impossible in any translation to 
terms of expression which characterize these little 
is not the language of loye, and wants the endear 
the Italian, — but those who do not understand thi 
m these versions the sense, if not the grace, of th* 

" Rise from your bed, come out into the nig] 
Gome, see the sky, so beautiful and bright 
In the soft splendor of the moon your face 
like to an angers, that an artist traces. 
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The technical name of the little serenades written in 
this form of eight lines is '^ Respetti," and the theme of 
which they treat is love. Sometimes they celebrate the 
beauty and charms of the maid in whose honor they are 
song; sometimes they utter bitter complaints against her 
for her hardness of heart ; and sometimes they caricature 
her and turn her into ridicule. They are so full of grace, 
have so many happy terms of sentiment and such sim- 

** Dear Rose of roses, Rose of loveliest grace, 
For thee I cannot sleep by night or day, 
And always thinking on thy ^etppy face 
And all thy charms, I cannot keep away — 
Alwavs returning thy sweet face to see, — 
Nor dream, dear love, that I can ever nee. 

" Look at the stars that sparkle in the skies f 
Behold the knots that in this net are wove t 
My griefs are more than all those starry eyes, 
More than those knots, that you have«made by lore ! 
But though my pains are more than yours can be,— 
Loving With aU my heart — you turn from me. 

*< I come, dear maid, to visit your abode — 
I come to see you, and to sing my song — 
And kneeling all the way along the road, 
I kiss the ground where you have passed along ; 
I Uss tiie ground, and gaze upon the wall 
Where you have passed, oh, noblest maid of all ! 
I kiss the ground, and gaze upon the eaves 
Whose roof, oh, noble maid, your form receives I 

** Go ! voice of mine, these walls to penetrate, 
Since where thou art, my love, I cannot go. 
Oh, maiden lovely, pure, and delicate. 
From where you lie listen to me below I 
List to my song, oh, dearest and most fair t 
Who, to console me, gaze into the air 1 
list to my song, oh, purest one of all. 
Who, to console me, gaze at this blank wall. 

'* Within this house I never sang before, — 
I wish the friendship of the house to pray ; 
If there be good — God keep it evermore I 
If there be ill — God drive the ill away ! 
I wish that fair and blushing rose to bless, 
And bring the house and master happiness. 
Oh, crimson rose I my blessing rest on thee, 
And on the master and his family 1 

** I see the dawn which now begins to break, 
I take my leave and will no longer sing, 
The windows open and the world 's awake, 
And everywhere the bells begin to ring. 
In earth and heaven I hear them riiu^ng clear. 
Farewell, sweet jasmine, lovely maid and deari 
In heaven and Rome I hear them ring and knell. 
Farewell, fair maid, beloved one, farewell ! " 
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plicity and grace of expression, ^.^j^ J 
a few more specimens of ^^^^^ }^ {s 
Professor Stanislao Bianciardi, ^^ .^ 
of a number of these little poeias, 
spirit has been so admirably caugW 
pie have adopted them as their ^^^\ 
professors have been taken in. I^^^ *^ ; 
of the most graceful of those which i 
above, beginning 

" RizzateTi dal letto e iiscite f i 

is from his pen. But I count it no sh i 
into the error of supposing it to be \ 
since I share that error with Tomma 
Tigri. 

^^ gentilina, gentiliiia tntta I 
Garof anate son yostre parole, 
E V alito che y'esce dsJla bo< 
Odora piii d' iin mazzo di vio] 

Odora piii d' nn mandndo 
La bella bocca, e il bel parla I 

Odora piii d' un mandbralo I 
La bella bocca, e il bel parb 

'* L' ^ tanto tempo che V eramo 
Deccuci ritomati alia f avella 
E r anginli del eielo son vie i 
Jj hanno port^ la pace in ta 

E son yienuti V angiuli d' i 
L' hanno portit la pace nel i i 

E son yienuti V angiuli di 
L' hanno portk la pace nel < 

'^ Hai il yiso bianco piii della fa 
Doye r ha poste Iddio tanti 1 
Quando passate yoi V aria i 
Tutte le stelle yi f anno car 

Doye passate yoi V aria s 
Sete in cielo d' amor la ya^ 

Doye passate yoi V aria i > 
Sete in giardin d' amor la ^ i 

" rondinella che yoli pell' ar: 
Ritoma addreto, e famme 
E dammela una penna di 1 i 
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Che scriver6 una lettera al mio bene : 

Quando V aver6 scritta, e fatta beUa 
Ti render^ la penxia, o rondinella. 



Ci 



Kel paasar per la yetta di quel monte 
Al tuo bel Dome mi veime pensato ; 
Mi mescd inginocchioni a mani gionte 
Giurai d' amarti infin ch' ayer6 fiato. 

Griurai d' amarti infin che aTer6 core, 
La morte saran I'ultime parole. 

Ginrai d' amiarti infin che ayer6 yita, 
La morte sar& 1' ultima partita." ^ 

Another form of popular song is to be found in the 
Ritornelli, which consist of only three lines, the first of 

1 Oh, fuU of grace, all grace from head to foot 1 
Your words are like carnations the dew wets. 
The breath that issues from your gentle mouth , 

Is sweeter than a bunch of violets ; 
And sweeter than the almond and the pine 
Your lovely mouth and your fair speech diyine ; 
And sweeter than the almond or the peach 
Your lovely mouth and your frank honest speech. 

How long is it that we have both been dumb ? 
But now we have begun to speak once more. 
And angels out of heaven to us are come 
To bring us peace after so long a war. 
Anffels of love are come to heal my pain 
And to this heart of mine bring peace again. 
Angels of God are come with love divine 
To bring their peace unto this heart of mine. 

Whiter than flour is that pale face of thine * 
Where Qod hath placed such beauty and such graces, 
That when you pass the very winds incline 
And all the stars above you send caresses. 
Whene'er you pass, the hushed winds cease to moyOi 
Oh, lovelicffit star in all the heaven of love ! 
Whene'er you pass, the winds in peace rei)Ose, 
And in Love's garden you 're the loveliest rose. 

Oh, swallow flying swiftly down the wind. 
Return and grant me, please, one boon to-night, 
And from your wings one little feather lend. 
That I a letter to my love may write ; 
And when 't is written out all fair and cleur 
I will give back the pen, O swallow dear I 

As o'er the crest of yonder hill I passed 
The thought of thy sweet name came over me, 
And kneeling on the groimd my hands I clasped 
And pledged, while life should last, my love to thae. 
I swore to love thee, long as beats this heart. 
Till death with its last words our lives dispart. 
I swore to love thee long as life remains, 
TiU death dispart us with its last sad pains. 



r^lfli^V. Borne, you Wb pr^*'^ „ ^H^^ ^«r^ /^te,^ 
fliese BDaJ^W ot melody. -*" -^tftHW Jj, *''"«■ tie Cam- 
paaoa Uiev wach you from tne asmt * Joifi- sad ipsij 
or "djingfeJl," sung by the If '' (Kr Ae (iUa tJ,e 
gronnd. Sotaetimea a lonely ^oru- SoJaeea bia toil by 

scTeaming thBm at the top of his voiCe J Booietimea a group 
alternately answer each other with their riiortielli. There 
are myriads of them scattered everywhere over the moun- 
tains and towns Uke wild flowers, and all to be had for the 
gathering. But it is only ot late days that there has been 
any effort to collect these wild songs, that would well 
repay the troable. The thanks of all lovers of natural and 
popidar poetry are due to Mr. C< Blesaig, who has lately 
collected and printed some 100 of these Roman ritornelli, 
all of which, he tells us, were transcribed from the mouth 
of the people tbemselres. In his preface he informs us 
that he has also made a collection of Ottave, Tarantelle 
and Canzonette, which, it is to be hoped, will be soon pub- 
lished. The following, which I l^ve t^en from Mr. 
Blessig's collectiou, will give an idea of the character of 
the Roman ritornelli : — 

"Fiordi GeneBtTsI 
Lb TOBtra numuna non vi maiita appoata, 
Pai non leTac quel fior dalla fioeBtra. 

" Jlor di More I 
Te I' hM rnbate le perle alio mare 
A\ albeio li fmttd, a me sto oaore. 



" Fiore di Urao ! 
Venti petsoae e piii tenets al lemo, 
E pai volete dir ch' lo aono ii prima 
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*'FiordiNoooaI 
Non la potei baciar la tna boccncda 
Baoiai la campanella della porta. 

" Fiore deir Ormo I 
Qnando che Bcrissi donna scrissi danno 
Scrissi la royina di questo mondo. 

''FiorediRiso! 
£ Gesii Oristo lo voglio per sposo 
La Festa la f aremo in Paradisa 

*;FiordiPiaemi 
Gome Ti stanno ben questi coralli I 
Gome al somaro mio 11 campanelli. 

" Fiore di Pepe ! 
MoTiT6, morir^, non dubitate 
Qnando morta sar6, mi ohiamerete. 

" Fior di Granato I 
La yedovella che non ha marito 
Mi pare nn palazzetto spig^onato. 

''FiorediMento! 
La Roba va e yien' come va il yento 
La donna bella fa V uomo contento. 

^' Fior di Gramiccia I 
Qnando sta sto prete per dir sta messa 
Lo mio amor ya di f nori e fischia. 

''Fioredi Mental 
Qnando sarit qnella giomata santa 
Ghe il prete mi dir& : * Siete contenta.' 

''FiorediGanna! 
Qnando le tne bellezze yanno alia yigna, 
Gielo ! qnanto risplende la campagna I 

"FiordiCarotel 
A pnnta di pianella camminate 
Gon tanta ciyilt^ ci ynol la dote. 

"Ohbellasei! 
Porti la canocchia, indoye tu yai, 
E fili o non fili, tu bella aeL 

" Occhi negrelli I 
O ! qnanto pagherei per riyederli 
or occhietti del mio amor graziosi e belli. 
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Flower of the broom I 
For this your mother will not majrry you — 
Not to depriye her window of your bloom. 

Flower of the blackberry ! 
'T is yon that steal the pearls from out the sea, 
And from the tree its fruit — and, ah ! my heart from me. 

Flower of the apple-tree I 
It seems we never quite can quit each other, 
Some little thing there is 'twizt you and me. 

Flower of the thyme ! 
Twenty and more you keep them at the oar 
Till you pretend to say — I'm first and prime. 

O nocca flower I 
I could not kiss that little mouth of yours, 
And so I kissed the bell upon the door. 

Flower of the elm I 
When I wrote woman, I wrote also woe-man^ 
The ruin wrote that will the world overwhelm. 

Flower of the rice I 
And Jesus Christ for husband I desire. 
And we our f Ste will keep in Paradise. 

Flower of the pea ! 
Just as becoming corals are to you, 
As on my donkey little bells would be. 

Flower of clove I 
Oh ! I shall die, shall die, — you need not fear ; 
But when I 'm dead, then you will call me. Love. 

Flower of pomegranate-plants ! 
The little widow with no husband seems 
An unlet palace that a lodger wants. 

Flower of mint I 
Things come and go as comes and goes the wind ; 
But a dear woman makes a man content. 

Flower of the thistle I 
While this old priest is saying here his mass, 
I hear my love outside pass by and whistle. 

Flower of the mint ! 
Oh, when will come to me that blessed day 
When the priest says to me, " Are you content ? " 



HeaTeoH, how the whole OJ«"t- -^^^ 

O carrot Ao'^'f'l^,^ sUpP*""' Pfiflt,. 
Ho» oioo ion .top "I^" 'S.onld to" " *>»3 
Yon an so daiutyi ^ ^^ 

Ob, yo" *^„^^ot» S« yon bear, 
Andif yon spin <^ sp"* 

^ O <l»rfe eyes f^^^^ once a^ain, 

Wiat would I &'"'*'_ J^erftoi*"" «nd »o o, 
My love's sweet eye«' "*" ^"^ '^^^t,. 

T area*"*'* '^' I *a- ^tWn." 
^twlit, »sl*'^P' for yo" hanntedide "ivi.. 

te.-4ii~rs.rof. -*-." li.,,^' 
g.„.ao -»Y*-4rrornrs^-.^,°*'- 

«a..Pop.o«.r.a^gr;£fej»», 

fea uid to n.o. .,k?,, BolyK««r;*»<»,ir>l" 

**Koi, there 'B o.»«*"^ '•"•iT^duiig- 

^ . *i-ir then st^n -. t 

&t.»h.r «t wgt-^ *" ,™ «>.^„„,..l 

§S::r.5?rSi,t, *~-ae^^>iv^ew.>,^, 

Otj, "Daooe, »y "° ^, ^oe a«»J- 

ia*, l,ow»we»J,^£ra°j^:^»^ ta^tS?""' 
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YonA is 9^ lioiMO that haa no staixB atall, 
And like ^ flHipatseaismanhood^sprime, 
^dhoarjr ^ifiTe i» but a hospital 

The 8piceci-|i^*^kee^* *^^r^dow planted, 
l?irst ^f -*^^^ % P^*^** *^e» ^e water, 
^n pS^cW ^^""^ ^^'^ * ^««*^ day 't is wanted. 

T In the ffajr^?'' Pliicked a rose this mom, 
? ^X^^^^^T-V ^V adore this rose ; ' 
I ^cked^i^^ ^^ ^* P'^^'^^ n^e with its' thom. 

A«.onff the 'ir^^^^^'^^i, particularly, these serenades 

^^mmon {^oxne ;>*^.them are very clever in their im- 

*'^ "^^ Ss ai*^ im tations of different dialects, particu- 

P^'^^^lfSie V^^P;?i!^°' ^ ^^^^ tl^ere «^e so many 

^^y L songe- ,.T^^^^«^ in improvisation, howeve/, 

charmiBg ^^ displayed in their serenades, but in the 

^ • r dtffin^ ***? evenings of the festas in summer. 

^ ;t ift that tbeir qmckness and epigrammatic tarn of 

^^^IhIoh are l^^^t seen. Two disputants will, when in 

^""^ A VmmoT and warmed with wine, string off verse after 

f erse at each other's expense, full of point and fun, — the 

miitar burring along m the intervals, and a chorus of 

laughter saluting every good hit. 

It is not unconiinon tor tnose who like to study Roman 
manners and humors, and eat truly Roman dishes, to make 
up a little party and dine at the Palombella, or some other 
osteria con cucina in the Trastevere. There, however, if 
you would get a taste of the real spirit of the Romans, you 
should go incognito and take your place at the tables in 
the common room, and pass, if you can, for one of them, 
or at least not for a looker-on or a listener. One other 
thing also is essential, and that is, that you should under- 
stand their language well ; and then, if you are lucky, you 
will be rewarded for your pains by hearing capital songs 
and improvisations. j 

One lucky night I shall never forget, when we made a j 
little party of artists and poets and dined together in a 
little osteria not far from the Piazza Barberini. Peppo, 
the Neapolitan cook, gave us an excellent dinner, wonder- 
ful macaroni and capital wine, and while we ate and 







i^^tteutio^i possible, ^ <^^Kr%^o"^^ o^ °o2, 
ie^ ^^* «« «^e company ^ ««""^*^'^wte .'"'^•^e ^'^'ti 
"*^ several «.* whoTO '^^VU » *«"*I*^ n ^*^to». »»i ^ 
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Jtv" " *. 4\TX<X ^^'^^^'Z'nA defiance ^**aii -^o*' so- 

L^.'^ of their wixx« ^ 



v^^^' satin the i»»d^*^,t fro*** ^\\ers, now^ f **U of 1 *^^V 

'^^^^eswere P^*y,io ? Yr -with its st; and „..*«re 

^\ftt 5, Wter xa*»^^^ **-^V.Ue the soft T^o^^ing v,fc-<i 

*gaW*rkeptup » *'^^sT^y. ^ faded frescoe/ beams of the 

^b^ete on *^« e colo^« ^^^A the flame ^f .!^ere stiU to be 

eeaing,^bere «^ ^os^^'^a-rsely-pamte^^ «ie little onion- 

shaped l'g^\^*a t^^^iSie" ^* «P»nte|- Old zfa Nica 
[jjonoa «««"*^*eite<l ^'^t ^fee^yfuug^'Tarantella was 

Vy**' cW and I ^^ve "f ^.^'^tj' „«^« cried— 
W ^^% ^ic» '- r^^fcJve no? — ^^^^r was the cry 
,^ra, Z^..^V / ^t^^ir, ^^^ laug,,^^ ^p ^he stood and 
TtoxM- , «f fell o* JJi^, »o^ "^P '^'^^ 4^ a ^u laugh, and 

»^"^ed her y®5Vatt»I»«**' *^ '^^^ hands and snap- 

Sf io^ed and «• 
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. Y^et frx^^ers, and panting and screaming, till at last 

vr^ a 'w\vooy> ehe fell down into her chair, planted her two 

Yiandft «^DiL'bo on her knees, glared at the company, and 

cTied out, '* Old Zia Nica 's not dead yet. No, Sigrwri I 

The old woman is not so old hut that she can dance a 

Tarantella still — grazie a JDio — no, Signoriri4ri." 

Scarcely was this performance finished when the glass 
door jingled at the entrance of a Httle middle-aged feUow 
who had come across the street for a, fiasco of wine. He 
was received with a shout of welcome. " Give us a toast 
in rhyme," cried one. " Bravo ! give us a toast in 
rhyme," echoed all ; and spinning round on his feet with 
a quick, eager face, and flinging out his hands vdth ner- 
vous gesticulation, he suddenly, in a high voice, poured out 
a volley of humorous rhymes upon one after another of 
his friends, then launched a brindisi at us, and — hey, 
presto change ! — was out of the door in a minute, the 
sharp hell jingling as he closed it, and a peal of laughter 
pursuing him. So being in the humor, we called for some 
improvisation, and the mandoline and guitar began an air 
and accompaniment in ottava rima. After a minute or 
two, one of the men at the head of the table opposite 
broke out in a loud voice, and sang, or rather chanted, a 
strophe; and scarcely had the instruments finished the 
httle ritomello, when another answered him in a second 
strophe; — to this he responded, and so alternately for 
^me time the improvisation went on without a break. 
Then suddenly rose from the opposite end a third person, 
a carter, who poured out two or three strophes without 
stopping ; and after him still another carter broke in. So 
wJl tl/n/i.^'^^''' improvising in alternation. This 
w^s not f^ ^^^'H^' and during the whole time there 

rcUl^irg^a^Ind"^^^^^ '^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ "" 
would little wfanSn^^V/^ "^^^^""^ ^ ^^^"^"^"'' ^^^ 
theme was lu^^d w^^^^^ ^""^"^ ^^^^ ^ company. The 
of the recitSrl^J!. ""^^ ^^"^ ^^^^ music, and some 
could anytMii Uk^^^^ """f T""^^^' ^^* ^* ^^y 

andson^had re^W^r^^''- But the sound of music 
white-ba?red ^m^^lJ I ^^''' ^^ ^^^ ^^<'^^ and their 

ngures and chapeaux appeared at the door. 



_o 



*^«e, 



■er 



w.y*» "an.£L"~"^' f^^-^ *»■"» «>°»«- aj*«?-i »>S?>- 

<»?*'' " S2,f"'*^J''s^>^^ »" '^^ -""^ " *?r^^°'° 



r«8h on,'^ under the windowa of oo, i»»- '"iv,^ 
■i'*« 8h *^'ces wex-e loud, I fe*w thep ^^i*. .'^ok'^e - 
1* o( ^g happened not to be within a rt'**'*)^ '^^ "^"^ 

'?"'tau^? ot the ba^k sts-oots and aq„ar. '"< ^'oted 

T'^it^ J=' out of Uons- head.- into , "' ^to^ 
■~^y J?r**^" sufficiently laf ^e to a, 

^ott »r*°erwonien a.t onoe- Here ti e/f^, 

'^''fHt^^ *ash their clothes, and with gj «toi]e 

o^*»sin * amuse themael-ees -while at tj ^e 

W^ at t^ ^eraea, sometixnes -^v^th rh^^me, °P^ 



* tb - . 

-h^ expense o£ eiach other, orperjj. 
raiti«„l„_i_ ;* 1 S,on^.^n to hp a _ P« 



a«d 



*l>„~ticul»rly if he happen to t" « J*' Of,>«"J.J0- 

8Ji«C Iheir l/ng^ge i- nninteU,giiI,««|.,„ ' «. ^0,. 

.''Wated .tone etep, »o »a to brug „ I'l,.-'^'^''^ 

M-ksisll of theii- body, and on the «„ "Js 'y 'bijT', 

„(li.»taU>i>ysh»h and roll the olotho, St j „>i, Z"' 

8U.I lh«m Into the water, or gather ^^ »■ (.n."?ii(i (Z ' 

„,gai«,.n..high aboiro their he«i.,^»<l, £*U,g £'«' 

Z«>dth„Menc. which nothing t„,"J^ aiSfiV S' 

™l».™.l. The air to wh.oh the,ej>, ^"^'t,.'"'' 

iimflw^T' a Campagna melodj,. SJl uTs^t a™« 

f,™ »d when there is Uttlo wit th,^ ^Oo^jp «tl,eif * 

5«,. The .alt i. ofte»tin.e.p,.„j.^,-;^4«efoeiS;;f 

,«i* Id the talk. ^>»,, ™ be nm„j, 

i^^U tr^t -"f-gnS"? >. ,. _ '• '■" " l^i- 



^,f„Ufe, »e here *-^» "■ 8^^^ Sfe^ 



in the 

cripple 
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oiten piM rn the laugh at his own defonnity; and U 

,ough caxelessn-^^^^^ such personal VXnl 

are alluded to ^f^^^^^^g to us of a more sensitive oi^nf- 

zation. I weU ^^™f°^^^^ the extreme difficulty I once had 

in hrealdng an ^^X^V^* ^* *^« *^bit of announcing 

an acquaintance, 3«^ foreign name he could not ^^ 

nounce, and f b^ .^f^. *^« misfortune to be hump-backed, 

^^'qyd gobbo (that hunchback) . He could not unde^ 

stand why he f ^^^^^^^^^ him a gobbo, if he was a 

gobbo; vainly 1 ^^^"^^^"^^^ with liim, over and over 

again I ^f,P«?*t^^,!;L''f "^^ ^^ forced him to repeat it^ 

until finaUy I t^^^^J^^^^^^d learned it " Now ^mem- 

ber," I said, '^ and «^ the gentleman bj his name when 

he caUs again. ^» ^tgnore, non dtibtti " (don't doubt 

it). Shortly after, my ^quaintance caUed one evening. 

The servant openea me dpor to announce him and began 

" II Sigmyrer then he hesitated ; tried it again, blundered, 

and ended by crying out, « OA/ Dio/ k U solUo gobbo, Sig^ 

wyre " (It is the usual hunchback), when U gobbo wzs close 

to his heels. 

The Italians are also singularly free from that intense 
self-consciousness wmch runs m our English blood, and is 
the root of shyness, awkwardness, and affectation. Un- 
consciousness IS the secret of grace, freedom, and simplic- 
ity. We never forget ourselves. The Italians always for- 
get themselves. Ihey are sometimes proud, very seldom 
vain, and never affected. The converse peculiarity follows, 
of course : having no self-consciousness, they are as little 
sensitive to their defects as vain of their charms. The 
models who come to the studios, and who have been se- 
lected for their beauty, despite the silent flattery incident to 
their very profession, and the lavish price they constantly 
hear expressed, are always simple, natural, and unaffected. 
If you tell them they are very beautiful, they say, " Ma 
chel " deprecatorily, or perhaps admit the fact. But they 
are better pleased to have their dress admired than their 
faces. Of the former they are vain, of the latter they are 
not. For the most part, I think they rather wonder what 
it is we admire in them and think worthy of perpetuating 
in stone or color. 
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cenerally placed near the j>OTto7ie of some palace, so that 
thev ^*y ^^^^ ™ ^ shelter when it rains. Here 
all day *^®^ "^^^ and draw their wax-ends and sing, — a 
row of battered-looking boots and shoes ranged along on 
the ffTOund beside them, and waiting for their turn, beinff 
their only stock in trade. They commonly have enough 
to do, and as they pay nothing for shop-rent, every baiocco 
thev eet is nearly clear profit. They are generally as 
poor l& Jo^'« «a* ' but they are f» happier than the pro- 
prietor of that interesting animal. Figaro is a high ideal 
of this class, and about ^ much like them as RaflPaello's 
angels are like Jeames Yellowplush. What ihe^ cobblers 
and Figaro have in common is song and a love of scandal. 
One admirable specimen of this class sits* at ih^ corner of 
the Via Felice and Capo le Case, with his bench backed 
against the gray wall. He is an oldish man, with a long 
gray beard and a qmzzical face, — a sort of Hans Sachs 
who turns all his life into verse and song. When he 
comes out in the morning, he chants a domestic idyl, in 
which he narrates in verse the events of his household 
and the differences and agreements of himself and his 
wife, whom I take to be a pure invention. This over, he 
changes into song everything and every person that passes 
before him. Nothing that is odd, fantastic, or absurd 
escapes him, or fails to be chronicled and sarcastically 
commented on in ^^ verse. So he sits all day long, his 
mind like a kaleidoscope, changing all the odd bits of 
character which chance may show him into rhythmic 
forms, and chirps and sings as perpetually as the cricket. 
Friends he has without number, who stop before his bench 
— from which he administers poetical justice to all per- 
sons — to have a long chat, or sometimes to bring him a 
friendly token ; and from the dark interior of his drawer 
he often brings forth an orange, a bunch of grapes, or a 
handful of chestnuts, supplied by them, as a dessert after 
the thick cabbage-soup which he eats at mid-day. 

In the busiest street of Rome, the pure Campagna song 
may often be heard from the throat of some peasant, as he 
slowly rumbles along in his loaded wine-cart, the little dog 
1 Once sat. Alas ! he sits no longer there. 



^de e^;^^ barking 3, 
^^^h ^?^^' and seems m 
''''^y of T"^- It is iix fclxe «3 
^^^^ong. , *Wo phrases, endini 

*^^iiej* j/*^^ at the close int 
^gaiu jj^® one strstin exided tJI 



f^^^ing.^' But when refined 
^^g Wai]^^^^*' and. seexxxs t>€ 
?^^^y8t> ^* *^® close being- 
^eq^^^^tches of the G&noc^^^\ " 
?»itati^r^^ thought tha^t; tlxe - 
7f^^ Uv ^^ the echo of tli.e 1 < 
^^txivj^^tavo, or fifth, a.nd t 1 

^^ ^v ®^^& ^"^ *^ ^^ Ixea-: 
*e gi^.^^here in th-e eon 
^T^^^^^fields, in monntaij 
ff ^*^^ together, and from ' ' 
ot -jj^^ce and sentixr^^* 

^V^J^^e moment ^v%re S^^ 
\^ V^to Naples, on the ^ 

"^^ 0% the other da^r, O'* ' 
out On the desolate G^Txxjp 
rp^e shadows were deei>enX; 
creep whitely along the < 
dreary and melancholy gtx4d 
the solitude, I heard the gT | 

and the sound of a distant 
came up over the crest o± 
hrilight sky, and monntea ' 

od 8at a contaA3.in.a^ wt 
!,ord8,-not very consol- 
in harmony with the seen 
Ipe/orciWy: — 

" E, bella, tix »or • 

Sul giorno oli ' 

1 " And, d®»^?f?' ^ I 

Xiie day wl»«» ' 



fonn our ta^;^^ 

and anxious sx^i* -T ^'^^ ** »^^ 
are more ea^ij^^^- ^^ X :Fee 
and leas eti^i^"^ P*ease<i^ coTit;^ 
They give liti-i^\/^^ tlxG x-&nJ« 

HttleambiUoxT^ tHougrHt to tJ 
dition, and ^.^ make forttu 

can get euori ?. ®^*^®^^^ ^^itlx 1 
harries thet^ ^^ ^*- T^lie cie 
with a snxii * V^lien jroii sj i 

lotion is olcl r^^icll is X10^V«rli 

Their char^V ^'^^ *^® I>eoj>le i 
subject to V* 1 ^ liko tlxeir- 
life away 1*^ ''^^'** occasiorxaJ. i 
live upon >^ ^^ ^mcomf oj-t;a.l>l* 

susceptible ^^f^f®' sympatl: 

not endui*! ® least -toTJiGl 

and irritat^^ i^ tHeir a.£Peot 

want of f^ V jealousy 5 an* 1 

are of tb ^® ***® result « I 

not havi ^ ^^^® active ajid 1 
to chan ^^ *^** irritated disc 1 

than tli^*^ ^"^ condition 5 an 
more ^^^"P^'^®^®®®- ^"^^ 

t "*^tflev *»n-irf^-w- -n- ~ 



more " ^^Piaeness. .tuit; 
happJ"" TJ' eojoy more ; j 
iorni ~" '"^^nt, crea-te, ISrC 
i^«»t which they o-w-n -ipvi 
TTP^s strife unfits us to ei 
„„f*ed. The general, p. 
rr^elsome and ill-texnper- 
j"t"* ■" disguise, is CL«ite 
"1 ""ey exist out of tlxe ti 
."®" debased ana aen.a.t;«.x^ 
^Ple, kind-heartea, a,»a | 



. Sbce Italy beoa,me . , 

^" heard no longrer oa^^^l 
58, once so i>ro 
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CHAPTER III. 

BEGGARS IN BOME. 



Directly sibove the Piazza di Spagna, and opposite to 
the Via de' Condotti, rise the double towers of the Tri- 
nitk de' Monti- The ascent to them is over one hundred 
and thirty-five steps, planned with considerable skill, so as 
to mask the steepness of the Pincian, and forming the 
chief feature of the Piazza. Various landings and divid- 
ing walls break up their monotony ; and a red granite obe- 
lisk, found in the gardens of Sallust, crowns the upper 
terrace in front of the church. All day long, these steps 
are flooded with sunshine, in which, stretched at length, or 
gathered in picturesque groups, models of every age and 
both sexes bask away the hours when they are free from 
employment in the studios. Here, in a rusty old coat, and 
long white beard and hair, is the Padre Eterno, so called 
from his constantly standing as model for the First Per- 
®^», of the Trinity in religious pictures. Here is the fe- 
'•ocious bandit, with his thick black beard and conical hat, 
Jiow oflp ciuty, and sitting with his legs wide apart, munch- 
^^S in aJternate bites an onion, which he holds in o^e hand, 
?»a a lurrxp oi bread, which he holds in the other. Here 
^ ^'^e con^t^a^ina, who spends her studio life in praying at 
tie '^ ^*^ upcast eyes, or Hfting to the Virgin her lit- 
fo ^' chil^^y or carrying a perpetual copper vase to the 

cid'^^n^' ^/* receiving imaginary bouquets at a Barme- 

8can ^^^T^^^^.\ ^®re is the invariable pilgrim, with his 
^^P-8h^2i^ ^^o has been journeying to St. Peter's and 



"f^ooeUy^^ a,costI^Y®» and a sounding name to brag about, it 

*®*» of f?® ^^^^^r>le / ^'i^tirv and weighs upon the hght-hearted- 

^''^^^^ / ^StSSs. • Tb^ ^Wha% gotjTeev Ibey bave got sadder, 

^«*7>o*a- **»^=*^^ stm 5f ?^^>^en,JL^t'0 hand is m every one's pocket 

^*^iil^*-^^ i^^^ittitv !? ni^T^^^ they certainly bear with ex. 



% 







«r# *>t tie^ ^*^ ^^^ aqueducts or bj^i, 
o^ ^l»o iT. naemory of m»xm runneth not *'*^»^ 



^^«« n»o^S by, will pa^use and steadily ****^r*'«'«i:;^» ««d 
fects an^ ^'*' t'*^'^ ^"^ abont, pose him, L^^at* ^^ ^cU 
^y in fa * **ceUences, ^ vo Ixina a. ewsiocco, V*»«>|. ^i|jr**«ip of 
An tu- * M»<xiels* exclxa,n^e>. ^t| ^^t^t \oOe of 

^P^^xxu I " o»» *Jie lo-wer steps, close j **«l«^ *^ de. 

JenchiT ' "ii* as one a^oends to the Jasj ^ y^ Ofi. jj 

*ton^ 8 the upper pia.zza. ixi front of r^*t«^ ^• 
?*U»»»v.\ * carious s<qiua.-fc fig-««^®» ^^^ tw *»© 2*^ , 



«^tl^ **te8 oflF its bat, slio'ws a, broad, s?**^! ^ i^^ 
^^^ h ^goPous chesfc aja-d » ruddjr f^J^Hf. y^Ped^j" ap- 
W, ,*8 come lialf-"w-a,y «I> from beIoTtr*|°' ^ ^S^ess y^«- 
f^Hoor, and with a. sn^ile whose bre^e J of ^««^o.,,, 
V tiie cunning which lixrks round the e:'*» is 7* ^lif^^'"' 
skyB, in the blandest a,nd m««* Pa'W%ft,^«aiIedTni* 
Tiing inflection, " JST^^^ ^^^^ ' '^>'io> A**^ ^V e^^ 

iBDolesa » person than IBeppo, Kin^ ^^ toa^^^^e T^^t 
Baron of the Seale di Spa«na «« f t^e fi^ t>e. Thf 
tnveBersthan the Belvedere Torso ^ \^^S^ts i„I 
y^, and ha« a-U the advantage ^« Ue^^tao^^^tf 
11a, of having an admxrable head ^J> thl'^s ^^^ 
Hans Christian Vndersen has celehr^M ^ l^t >^o„derf„l 
Ivisatore," and nnf n-irlj: attributed ^^ ^&o?d digestion 
,Uter akd Uf e ; Wt **»« a^^-o^at i^ *^ C "^ " ^he Si 

^nuS personages, i« ^o* ^'*?«t ^K J? ^''««ous, and 
ilay of him, " -^^« ^/^ %no^^ ^,^^« other distS 
^ w J a gentlex»a.n in h« o;^^e ^Jtoiy. The Ro- 

^^^7' —and this 
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belief is borne out by a certain courtesy and stvie in his 
bearing which would not shame the first gentleman in the 
land. He was undoubtedly of a good family in the prov 
inces, and came to Rome, while yet young, \^ seek his 
fortune. His crippled condition cut him off from any ac- 
tive emV^oym^rA, ^^^ he adopted the profession of a men- 
dicant, as being the most lucrative and requirinff the lea^t 
exertion. Remembering Belisarius, he probably thought 
it not beneath his own dignity to ask for an oholm. 
Should he be above aoing what a great general had done? 
However this may oe, ne certainly became a mendicant, 
after changing his name, ^ and, steadily pursuing this 
profession for more tnan a quarter of a century, by dint 
of his fair words, his bland smiles, and his constant ''Fa 
boon tempo;' and ^a cattivo tempo," which, together 
with bis withered legs, were his sole stock in starting, he 
has finally amassed a very respectable little fortune. He 
is no^ ^^^^^ fifty-five years of age, has a wife and. sev- 
eral cl^^^®^' ^^^ * y^9.Ts ago, on the marriage of a 
d^w^Yxter to a very respectable tradesman, he was able to 
give ber what was considered in Rome a very respectable 
dowry-. The other day, a friend of mine met a trades- 
man of *^ acquaintance running up the Spanish steps. 

'' ^liere are yoU gomg in such haste ? " he inquired. 

<< To '^y banker." 

" To y^"^ banker ? But what banker is there above the 
steps? " 

'* Ojily Reppo," was the grave answer. "I want sixty 
scicdi ^nd he can lend them to me without difficulty." 

"Really?" 

" Of course. Come vi pare c said the other, as he 
went on t^ bis banker. 

Beppo hires his bank — which is the upper platform of 
the steps — cf the government, at a small rent per annum ; 
and woe to any poor devil of his profession who dares to 
invade his premises! Hither, every fair day, at about 
noon, he comes mounted on his donkey and accompanied 
by his valet, a little boy, who, though not lame exactlv 
wears a couple of crutches as a sort of livery, -^ and ^ 
soon as twilight begins to thicken and the sun is g^jj^ he 




f^ «*ep? '^^^k (it is 



onC ^ Posi'h^?*^ ***y *^ done ; 
«»uS;.''I»oV^fL ****^« around, w 

W^ «»*JilesH^ ®"*^^ success, th« 



^ **iuW. ^'^"ffles on to it» crv 

»?" ^ hia V**^* passage dow^ t 
^''eeaii,^: *»Ott»e. The blaxwi l>u 

.^* **Per.» subserviency of tbe 



^^^^c^ is the lajr^e style i 

S? ^aM^ ^ank, and so Ixa^d T^i 
^N jv.^^- But what; of t;l^a,f 

^ "" J> J^^^ kniglits and l>ar 
c^ MooH^^ their Castries, -ipiritli 
^^ is "^ point of tlieijr sw^o 
^fet^\v.. Played in ooixrtiosy t 
/^^"^^S the blandest l>oi^ ancJ 
TOU, say, the former are J 
otUer is a miserable "beg-g-ar 
seize? Is it meanexr to iAxi 
^ Nvho is supported, by tlio pxil 
^ggars, our pensions are cl 
^yal hold oat h.er Inanely tJ 
Commons? and does any o 
Jt? We are all, in measu: 
large style of kin^s and rot 
and, like the mercliant-px 
dnkes and noble guards in 
Ajwtfc boots, ride daily tb: 
i,rfliaiTyta tbeir paJac' 
.!, bis donkey, in bis slxoi 
^oted skirts of a f asbxona 
Vad shoulders a great t 
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the manner of the ancient emperors), is far more impres- 
sive, far more princely, as ^ he slowly and majestically 
moves at nightfall towards his august abode. The shad- 
ows close aroun<i him as he passes along ; salutations greet 
him from the damp shops ; and darkness at last swallows 
up for a time the great square torso of the " King of the 

Beggars." 

Such is Bepp<5 ^ **® appears on the public 'change. His 
private life is involved somewhat in obscurity; but 
glimpses have heen had of him which indicate a grand 
spirit of hospitality, and condescension not unworthy of the 
best days of his ancestors, the Barons of the Middle Ages. 
Innominato, a short time since, was passing late at night 
along the district of the Monti, when his attention was at- 
tracted by an unusual noise and merry-making in one of 
its mean little osterie or hettole. The door was ajar, and 
peeping in he heheld a gallant company of roisterers of 
the same profession as Beppo, with porters, and gentlemen 
celebrated for lifting in other ways. They were gathered 
round a table, drinking merrily, and. mounted in the cen- 
y^ of it, ^th his withered legs crooked under him, sat 
h\^h^ ^^^P^» *^® high-priest of the festive rites. It was 
^•^ .^^9"et, and he had been strictly scriptural in his in- 
Phitr^^^ ^ ^^ classes from the street. He was the Am- 
edo-e/^^. ^^^ defrayed the cost of the wine, and acknowl- 
guests '^^^^ ^ smile and a cheerful word the toasts of his 
^ona"' ^^^ when Innominato saw him he was as "glo- 
sinipJv h^ ^a-"* o' Shanter. He was not under the table, 
^^briu^ °®cause he was on it ; and he had not lost his equi- 
Pianted 7^-t -^ ^®^a,use he rested upon so broad a base. 
^^t, while ft. ^^' ^it^' ^^ ^^^ ^guving the roots, there he 
"^oosiW ^i, '-^^y ^^"^ ^^ beggars and rascals were 

^'""^ ^as ^fLV"^^^^^^^ ^*^ * catch," and the blood of the 
^^s vervidi^^ f-^^^'^S: iM their cups. The conversation 
P'^'^ ^^4«e w^*"'!,^''^ ^^y^ ^* ^^* aristocratic, and Bej. 

o^ ^^^n :^^T>ry€^ ^^^ Barons used to sit above the salt, 

2\,^ ^^' e/assic^^ ®^* higher yet — or, rather, he reminded 

^^^' he r>r-essi«i^^"^®' ^^' mounted there like a Bacchic 

^^a, over the noisy rout of Silenus. 
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1 breaS^ *'*»' hovrever, fallen 1 

' "fo^^W perhaps aisas^-ee*! 

>nd^!'*L*he iighfc-owl " *^o ^^ 

but ce!f¥ps his ner'ires were, jiri 

Wv r*^ it is, that one unf ortr 

as sh;^''''*«ncled answer *« ***^^ 
!>« dk, *?'^ alluded, it is saxd, t« 

her = , ^th Beppo, arid he s'^J' 
the'i!:^^«ven,as8ome ^-^^^^^^ 
wen^^ytav^ff reported ll*«*^ 

JThi^« Wd retire«.e^t for a 

HT?^ and said — " ^"^"^ ^^ 
«^X,dt; ^f then 1°***^"*^^*^ 

^Od» '^'^ged eh ^"^"^ Vie ha-" 

'*• jC' ^<i that he <»«Sl** resent i 
^qI and that for tlxe pj ^^„a it 

^AAT^?^ ^^""S ^^TPf'^^'t&^t holy 

^Oade bis appearance x»^^^^^ a, ne 

^e government **^^_^iaae» P"*''! 

^Yuch beggars are ^''^'^e eteps oi 

ieBsion, except «P*'^_„a thei»* han 

they may sit and ^^*^^^ their pre 

tiiose who are goxng -. jj^ a»<i ^p 

longer annoy ^^i^ ^"f ore', ^^^P^J , 

^echurchof St.^f^^^eiptof , 
U be is open U> «xe ^^ous ser , 
ne vords of the P ^^re w 

1 true. Since ^ ^^oro amo : 
P'^' S passed away ^ j^^h l 
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of the Pia^^ ^ Spagna, or on those of St. AgosHno. The 
familiar figure has gone. The places ^hich have known 

Him "^^ ^^^^ ^"^ ^^ ^^^® ' ^^ ^ r. ^^ ^^'^^ ^^ »obie 
company of mendicants in Home, thei-e is not one left 
who coulcl fitly wear the mantle that Ix^a fallen from his 
shoulders. 

Lest the stranger should imagine that there are no more 
beggars to be met in Rome, let me hasten to assure him, 
that though they have " fallen, fallen, fallen, from their 
high estate" in the Eternal City, the^ still keep high 
carnival in t^e country towns. I must also add that the 
government is kindly blind of one eye, even within the 
walls of the city itself, and that the law is to a large extent 
u more honored in the breach than the observance." At 
frequent intervals you will still see persons to whom excep- 
tional privileges are granted on account of their personal 
merit, their just claims to charity, their age, or their mis- 
fortune. Those you may know by a great brass decora- 
tion which they wear with as proud an assurance as a 
French general ; and it has this advantage over the ribbon 
of the Legion of Honor, that it is not so common. To 
all who wear it (and, be it also whispered, to many who 
do not wear it), give freely of your charity, — it will not 
be ill bestowed. 

It is often a trying question whether or not to give to 
beggars. Speaking from a merely selfish point of view, I 
think it better togiye ; for refusing a charity steels the 
heart, while giving tickles the sentiments, and you thus 
get a little spiritual relish, which, if it be a little Pharisaic 
of flavor, is, nevertheless, agreeable." What if the rogue 
do not stand in need of the charity, you have conferred a 
satisfaction on yourself af a very small outlay, and for a 
few minutes, at least, you walk with a prouder step. You 
have, at all events, nothing to lay to the score of con- 
science. Suppose, on the contrary, you refuse the little 
gift out of your superfluity, y^^ bave thereby laid ior 
yourself a snare of remorse- ^^^ bave dared, without 
knowledge or investigation ^^ ^^ ^f^^ facts, to judge 
them, and declare tbe begg-a^r a culprit. You cannot be 



refus^^ you ha,ve Acted T^riseljr oi 
piteous loot^^^P of water, T-^rhiolx is 
C^^ Wd-p^.^ ^^<i voice and outsti 
*^^P but^l ^^^ yoix Hke, and a li 
^^ets. ^§: about in yonr xninc 
^^^riy g ^ou wiU keep lioi>ing^ i 
^^^ oi^ ^^etched as he lookec 



poud ^1 ^^ei^Her stuff, and ^^^rill o 

We cJo^^^^^ *^^* ^y refusing a 
sacrifi^, ^ * great j>izl>lic g-ood 
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sacrifi^,^ ^ a great j>izl>lic good 
^^I'ests q/^^ poor man tl^a^n. to t 
^®*^^ica ^^^i®*y ; ^^9 j>rof essin.^ 
*e dic^^^^' Vou wiU ai>pland ; 
^®^tal f ®® of duty instead o£ ' 
T^^Co^^^^^^S of coini>assi on. 
^^Xi 1 i^^^^^tion out o£ these Ixn 
^^^^^^e ever been. Ho^w- i 
^^iiv ^ &o back and xneeklj 
^ ^' I* is notbing, I argnec 
fjj^n • I do not say it is ; \>^ 
r^^fes • General x>rincii>les 
n^^yV^^^ capital tlxemes io^ 
\\va \^??<ieptions to tlxena an 
^'"^ VU^iVidual case is not an 

lOu may, indeed, hide I>o 
beaten with imprisonment f 
Wds out his hand fox- the * 
you may make all proper 
society, by laws fox* the sixF 
after all, this will not ^^nr e 
gnaFS its vitals, nor ^^^^^^1 
\ loendicancy be ahoUshecf 

^ gee that there are ^^^.^ 
^ escape starvation. ^J-*' 
annoyed by a beggar xnt^ 
nk^ant to famish ^^^^J^^^ 

<*tS?eTuxr.5:o?'i- 
:fo?rSre:us a^eiaen 



' C4. Vitus's dance is vroarth its hnndreds 

, tar»«le upon. »*• T ^j^ fits are also a. prize; and a 

■■ s<yudi annually ; f^^Z^^ have a consicieraWe market- 

Vstorted leg *"*^^t creature who ha^ tfce luck to have 

alue. Thenceforth toe jj^ stancis or hw ,n the 

lem i8 absolved from ^^^^^^ ^^ smgs i« whining, 

m^cAe ^5« KT^e> ripe fruit from ^ tHe tree of the 
alls into l^'\^*te^e antistrophe, " i>^^ ^^e«,, ^ 

Inferno, r^^P^^^^^v ^^^^ of sunny-haired foreigiiers. The 

away to 8^^^ -a Wgars is, to be black-haired to wear a 

recipe to ^^ stnokfin the streets, speak only Italian and 

full beara. J^ ^^a^T of the right hand when besieged for 

shake the ^^^ - ? not be supposed from this that the Romans 

charity. X^^^^ ^^^^ beggars, but pass them by on the other 

give nothi x»^ J^ quite a mistake. On the contrary, they 

side. This* *^ ^^lq foreigners ; and the poorest class, out 

give more ^tH^^ ^^j always find something to drop into 

of their 1^* V^arity. Another recipe soggested to me by 

their hats for ^ ^ ^^^ which I have known to prove 

a friend y^^^^e 'cases, is solemnly to turn to the beggar, 

effective ixx s^' jp-e-ca-cu-a-na. But this medicine should 

and slowl;^ ^^^a rarely, or it wiU lose its effect; and great 

be administ^ i^aken to preserve absolute gravity both of 

care shoul^i *^^ 

tone and cl^icn^^'^^- . , ,, ^ , ^^„ c^^^^^^. j:«^i._ . 



asfein f i^J-XXis is often humoristic and satirical. Many 
a woman^^ x^ t,l^e> cold side of thirty is wheedled out of a 
l^azocco hv^b^'^^^ addressed as Signorina. Many a half- 
suppressed ^isc:^!^'"**'^'^ of admiration, or a prefix of BeUuy 
softens tb J^B.^^'**® ^^ those to whom compliments on their 
^ *^Sw^ ^ ^oor cripple ; give me something, for the love of 

God ! " ^?r^i:^M-:y^ ^^ ^^®** y®^* ^^^ Madonna, and all the saints! " 



G^Rjs — :ra^iR ^Rosi 



W\ity coiaes ^rarely. J^ ^xre&t; ^KXLSLTxy^ 



tde purse, -w^lxexi plain "-"^ JkTossTvoo " is i 

all, It 18 woii^tiK a penny e^en to » X^^puL 

The pro^e^ssion of a l>og'ga,r is l^^jr no n 
able one. ^^ great ro SLnjr di:*ops finally 
The cost o:E living is almost; liotiliing- to 
irequently lay up money ei:ioixg^tiL -fco make 
coznfortable in their old ag-o. -A. P^oman 

Conte C, speaking" of tliem. orxe day, toJd 

tive anecdote : 

"I had occasion/* he saJ.d, ^' a few years 
my family " (the servants aro ca.llea, in Bon 
"and having no need o£ tlxe.^sesx- vices of one 
named Pietro, I dismissed Ixlna.- About a y 
uras returning to my lio«.so, to^vards nig]jj, 
licited by a beggar, wlxo wlxiningly asked ^ 
There was something- in tfa-^^ voice which st^ 
miliar, and, turning ro»nd ^o exB^minQ ., ' 
closely, I found it was xny ol<i servant, j.j ^ 
you, Piefcpo ? ' I saia ; ^ y o« ^— l>«grp«gr W [ 

* Tvretcned t^. ^ 



What has brought von to thxs wreccaed tj. J 

me, however, no very oleax- ^^^^'^V ^^ IjO^! 

dently desired to avoid mo when he ^ '^j 

was. Bmt, shocked to ^"^ ,^"^^X''f K&^ 
I pressed my qixestions, a,nd J^^Jjy H^ M^ 

\>ear to see any one who 1^^, ^f ^ ^^ ^^ 
duced U> beggary ; o^xxd^ tHoogh Ijh^^ ^^^ ^ 

5S, yet, ra 

position _ 

same wages as he **«i*^ "*'a"*pausr^ W? ^brf 
embarrassed, and, »f te»^ ^ ^ ' S^j^t^V , 
thanks, your E^ceUo^o^^^f^'^-jr^^'^ ^te, ! 
accept your proposa-1^ ^^^^ 0**^U ^^^ • / 

I make more moxx&y '^J^ ^^^ often 1^^* k^ V 

But though t^- ^SffJ^iSht,VY bSl':^^ 
of money, so tha,t tU-X ^j^bj, ^§0.^ 

'^ chose, 



his services, yet, ratlxeTr tl3A" -«^ ti^^ ^ . ^ 
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certoin degree of comfort, yet they cannot leave off the 
habit of begging after having indulged in it for many 
years. They get to be avaricious, and cannot bring their 
minds to spend the money they have. The other day, an 
old beggar, who used to frequent the steps of the Gesii, 
when about to die, ordered the hem of ber gamient to be 
ripped up, saying that there was money in it. In fact, 
about a thousand scudi were found there, three hundred 
of which she ordered to be laid out upon her funeral, and 
the remainder to be appropriated to masses for her soul. 
This WBB accordingly done, and her squalid hie ended in 
a pompous procession to the grave. 

The great holidays of the beggars are the country ^^o^. 
Thronging out of the city, they spread along the highways, 
and drag, drive, roll, shuffle, hobble, as they can, towards 
the festive little town. Eveiywhere along the road they 
are to be met, — perched on a rock, seated on a bank, 
squatted beneatb a wall or hedge, and screaming, with 
outstretched hand, from the moment a carriage conies in 
sight until it is utterly passed by. As one approaches the 
town where the festa is held, they grow thicker and 
^cker. They crop up along the road like toadstools. 
•They hold up every hideous kind of withered arm, dis- 
torted \q^^ g^^ unsightly stump. They glare at you oat 
of horrible eyes, that look like cranberries. You are 
requested to look at horrors, all without a name, and too 
terrible to he seen. -^^ their accomplishments are also 
brought out. Xhey f ^^^ vcito improvised fits ; they shake 
with sudden nalsies ; ^^^ ^^ *^® while keep up a chorus, 
half-whine, half-screa^^» which suffers you to listen to 
nothing else. It is liop^^^ss to attempt to buy them all 
off, for they are legio'^ i^ number, and to pay one doubles 
the chorus of tbe otbers. The clever scamps, too, show 
the utmost skill in selecting their places of attack. Wher- 
ever there is a sudden rise in the road, or any obstaxjle 
which wiU reduce tlxe gait of the horses to a walk, there 
is sure to be a begg^^- ^"^^ ^^ '^^^ imagine that he reUes 
on his own powers ^*. «^^®am and hideousness alone, - 
not he ! He has a. f nena, an ambassador, to recommend 
him to your notice, »^^ ^ expatiate on his misfortunes. 
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lifeff lady, a etort time since, after wintering at Rome, 
went to take ti^^ baths of Lucca in the summer. On go- 
ing out for a 'walti on the first morning after her arrival, 
whom should sb© meet but King Beppo, whom she had 
just left in Rome ! He had come with the rest of the 
nobility for recreation and bathing, and of course had 
brought his profession with him. 

Owing to a variety of causes, the number of beggars in 
Rome is lar^e* They grow here as noxious weeds in a 
hot-bed. The government neither fosters commerce nor 
stimulates industry. The policy of the Church everywhere 
is conservative, and this is specially the case in Rome, 
where the Church is the State. Founded on ancient ideas 
and dogmas, consolidated by long established forms and 
usages, its evident duty is to defend them and conserve 
them. It naturally opposes itself to all innovations. It 
distrusts and dislikes changes. Its aim is piety, submis- 
sion, and obedience among the people, rather than pros- 
perity in business and increase of trade. Its primary 
duties and interests are ecclesiastical, and to these all 
other duties and interests are secondary. It restricts edu- 
cation and subjects literature to censorship through fear 
that the developiu®^* of new ideas may lead to revolution 
or to atheism. This policy makes itself felt everywhere 
in Rome. If piety be developed by it, life and thought 
languish, trade stagnates, industry decays, and the people, 
ceasing to work and think, have grown indolent and su- 
pine. Poverty is a necessary consequence. The splendid 
robes of ecclesiastical Kome haye a draggled fringe of 
beggary. But free and constitutional England can boast 
3f no superiority in this respect, for though public begging 
is prohibited, it is none the less practised, and will be as 
long as poverty exists unprovided for. But in a country 
jvhere mendicancy forms the rale of some of the con- 
irentual orders, and poverty is preached as a formula of 
religion and as a glory of the saints, neither poverty nor 
mendicancy is naturally looked upon as shameful — or de- 
manding to be suppressed. (|ne cannot, however, help 
speculating on the change which might be effected in 
Rome if the energies of the people could have a free scope. 



^^(^GARS^WORS: OF GJLLLEY SLAVER 



'^wae^d*!*® ^® pixrificatioD. of a nstfon ; &n^ 



»ta.g^a,te8 into Jua/n ^ ^^^ 
id movement, so rl Miv V\ 




necessa^ J^etcl "^ed by 
J can^^jJ^ too^j *»68 are re- 



«fe o?i^»aKty, I confess *h»* / can^ S<J » ^^ «« r^ 
onm CI "oble viaauct »* I> Arnccia ^^*>oU *^ to quan- 

'r'^<'8- '^y tt mostly col- 
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TxAAttf body compared with them. They bore the same 
reUtion *» »» able-bodied workman that the ruins in 
whicb tiiey excavated bear to a thoroughly constructed 
house. ^*^?y ^^5? /^^? themselves, working among 
ruins ; »^^ '* ^^"^^ ^« difficult to say whether the spec- 
tacle ^e^ ^^^ ^^ ~ ^^ niost ludicrous. Each had a 
wheelba^^^^' » ^P^^e, or pick, and a cloak ; but the laat 
was the x^of «»Portant part of their equipment. Some of 
them pi^^^'^/V, ^^"^ ^^ a gravity that was equalled 
only by ^^l feebleness of the effort and the poverty of the 
result. 'Three strokes so wearied them that they were 
forced to pause and gather strength, while others carried 
away the ant-hills which the first dug up. It seemed an end- 
less task to fiU the wheelbarrows. Fill, did I say ? They 
were never fiUed. After a bucketful of earth had been 
slowly shovelled in, the laborer paused, laid down his 
spade carefully on the httle heap, sighed profoundly, looked 
as if to receive congratulations ^^ yns enormous success, 
then flinging, with a grand sweep, the tattered old cloak 
over his left shoulder, lifted his wheelbarrow shafts with 
dignity, and inarched slowly and measuredly forward to- 
wards the heap of deposit, as Belisarius might have moved 
at a funeral in the intervals of asking for obolL But re- 
duced gentlemen, who have been accustomed to carry round 
the hat as an occupation, always have a certain air of con- 
descension when they work for pay, and, by their dignity 
of deportment, make you sensible of their former supe- 
rior state. Occasionally, as in case a forestiere was near, 
the older, idler, and more gentlemanlike profession would 
be resumed for a moment (as by parenthesis), and if with- 
out success, a sadder dignity would be seen in the subse- 
quent march. Very properly for persons who had been 
reduced from beggary to work, they seemed to be anxious 
both for their he^th and their appearance in public, and 
accordingly a vast deal more time was spent in the ar- 
rangement of the cloak than in any other part of the busi- 
ness. It was grand in effect, to see these figures, encum- 
bered in their heavy draperies, guiding their wheelbarrows 
through the great arches of Caracalla's Baths, or along 
the Via Sacra ; and determined to show, that in despite 
of fortune they were still the gens togata. 
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It would, hover-er, bo a grievoum nuata 
all the be^ars in the streets of Rome a 
pomt of fact, the greater number are atti 
^gate in Rome during- the winter hotn 
«»pXea sends them in by thousands. £, 
^ town of the Abraxxi IMoantaim yi^l^ 
tion. From north, south, east, and west « 
as to a centre where irood pickings niar l 
crumbs that fall fr^ai ^e rich mens tawl** 
mer season they return to their homes with « 
and not one in fiye of those who haunted U,' "* 
if ^ 'u *** ™*«»- « to be seen in jJe ^ ''^ 
,-,„ u ?•*' justice to the JEZoman govenm, 
ite eha«tie« ^ ^eiy large. If, on U^e^/^* 
liK *'?,'=<*"rage commerce and induatrv T ^ 
l^beraUy p^^^jj^^ f„^ ^he poor. In proplr ***' 
no govemmem does mor^if so much/?"" to 
a« the ^<j<^^,.^ ^j other confratenuV ""^ "Ocj 
»e»ve3 in accumulatine- contributions f„J^^: ^'Hv 
P«»- and wretched. Well-endowed ^ -^f ^"^ 
Tkr t* "■* ^'•''^ an*i unfortunate ; and .fP"*^ e^ 



^Wishfflentsforthe charge and edncatj ,**-^ , 
;?,«w figures will show how ampj^ '^»'' ,,POo' 
iJie revenue of these institutions ia „ «re ih^j 
«^ Md forty thousand seudi an^^ f«« «i^^ 
fundred thou/and are contributed ^^f > of ^ « 
Jo-iy thousand of which are a taa ^^ the ^^^^ 
hospitals, altogether, accommodate ^"^ "»6 J^ 
hundred patients, the average na^, /•"'^ IOa^ tf,„ 



hospitals, altogether, accommodate ^"^ "»6 J^ ( 
hundred patients, the average naij./*"'^ ™Cl^ x^^- 
'"''oaiiting to about twelve thonsar^^^®'' *"i>UaJl 
hospitals alone are capable of recei,.' *"d the^'' 

uiOUiianil o>.;i^.^n cLTinuallv. Bpo: >^Hp nun-. .™' 



mouaand children annually. Besi^j^ng "Pward» 
"ck, there is also a hospital for p^;^«a the hosBit!/ 
Trinity dei Pellegx-iTii, a lunatic ^J,\ convalesce^ 
four hundred patients, one for mc,7i'W contMnit,. 
& iying-in hospital at San Rocco, ^*^Ues at San G^ 
bon and industry at San Michele^ ^*i.i a hospital of 
Wcieties for bestowing dowries ^j^ *:there are also 
marriage; and from the public j^J<^or young girls 
^^gj for the sjuni 
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axe 



^^pended. o^®^ J^^r no less than thirty-two thousand 

^i. In addi-fci^^^o these charities are the sums collected 

*^ ^minister^^i ^ ® various confraternities, as well as 

t\!e sUtJi of one Hundred and seventy-two thousand scfudi 

distributed to tb^ V^^^ *>y the commission of subsidies. But 

though 80 mucU money is thus expended, it cannot be said 

^at it is well a^ammistered. The proportion of deaths at 

the hospitals is very large ; and among the foundlings, it 

amounted, beti^eeii the years 1829 and 1833, io no less 

than seventy-two P^^ ent. 

The paupers oi itome, embracing those who live by 
mendicancy, or "^^^ *^® provided for by private charity, 
or are sheltered and cared for in the public hospices, are 
reckoned to amount, m the city itself, to 2,012, thus consti- 
tuting the proportion of 1 pauper to every 102 inhabitants, 
which is certainly very small compared with that of Paris, 
where it is about 1 to 19, or of London, where it is about 
1 to 16. "While the proportion of paupers is smaller in 
Rome, the subsidies of their support are much greater, and 
a case of death from actual famine, such as occurs so fre- 
quently in. London, is absolutely unknown. 

Despite the enormous sums expended in charity, there is 
much poverty and suffering among the lower classes in 
Rome. No one certainly need ever die of hunger, if he be 
Willing to live on public charity. But a natural pride pre- 
vents many from availing themselves of this ; and there is a 
large class which barely struggles along, enduring great 
privations, living in the most miserable manner, and glad 
in any way to earn an honest penny. The beggars are by 
no means the greatest sufferers, though, heaven knows, 
naany of them are vrretched enougb. These poor classes 
. y® S^^^^Uy on the ground floor, gregariously crowded 
into damp and unvrbolesome rooms. You may peep into 
Tb^^h^^ *^d dismal caves as you pass along the street. 
cJa ^ .^ and uxieven floors are paved with brick and 

ere^^^ ^l* ^oistnTe, the walls damp and stained with 
with ^ ^^^ of g^ltpetre, the rafters of the ceilings brown 
consistmt^^ S2ri^J^e,the furniture shabby, rickety and 
chuha a.thi^^^^ chest of drawers, a few broken-down 
9 a taWe, ^^ ^^ large high, bed of corn-leaves, mounted 
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white ^mlt ^etiiopWX^^ 

tawdiy igivctare of tih® «,ed 
means a sum is sqii^®^ ^ 
slender, cmsted wick- ^^JX 
npn it a thic^^ <V_ 



rATIENCE^ 



covered ^^ 
03 to be with^. 




«o ^^^^ ^t of the a^^^X^^ 
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In the winter these ^ 
matic, and reek wit*^ 
season, the old womei^ 
potof coals (scoW^^v'' 
hands, or place it ^i^^^'^r^ 
bodies. Yet despite ^^^\^^ 
not a complaioing P®*^^ 
ing in their resigoa-txo ^^ 

Madonna, and their ^^^^ 
If you give them a ^^'^^ -t 
once pray to the Madc^** 

prompted the gift an^^ 
climate is kindly, and 
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its 
est 

ch 



'^keu. 









^^^^! 



very 



^^e to the 



oirMit^'^ V.*: Yet the 

and when the sun ^b^^^kxef*^ ilsi.««»*^^,'?^^N^^^t:i ^**" ^^ ««« 
them all sitlme outai*®^!^, e*'*^l^to ^^\ ^^^ il^,*' '^^ich is 
*''"'T saloon, clotting ^T*»^**^ ^it*f**«« W^W^^^^-^eigh. 
., and sometimes ^^e*^^^^ ^fP^*^' "*^S ^S^ «»«g8. 
^e of them eaxn » ^JJ, ^^^^oa^^^'^-^^V" l»&«^ » ^^^ 
11 of toasted cheBWv^^a. ,^^ to k^e^ V^ sa^.^"""' «^«r 
ich at times is «t*^^«*^^^*«* **^^ ^X^^e &«ed bv 



which at times is «^* Tt*®***'^^^!* w^" ^x^^e tW^^T"*^ ^7 

three or foni poles, »f^^ * o^« "^^^ ^^^ off and 

imes to shelter ^■»*^^o.^A^e days ^ be^Jj^J^. ho^ 



sometimeB 

ever, can afford t**^^ rC^ 

the world for tha*** 






,a,n^ 



*y; but 



the remains of tt® -i>&^ 
liand, m a taE hs^*^ cp\^ 



"•••o worm tor tiw*-- ^^av — '^^itfyi"" ^ ^ -mo- ^"se oI,i -^ » "■" 
there is often seett ^fZe>l ^^X^ ****' * ^H^^.W u* ^'omen 

S^ ^^o00wpi^^>-8, a^J«f.awai8t. 
coat patched v^***«*. l««^L\>li«^^°*' '^4,..^««>M Si, ''^"f 

fuBsesSont ti.e ^^^^^^^^^ '^ <^^l ^St^h^g ^'i'T 



about the 
hie wares with 
customers, a»d. ■ 
the times. S"^^ 
«caWi?io, the 
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But to retaim to the beggai-s. At many of the convents 
in Rome it is tlie custom at noon to distribute, gratis, at 
the door, a qixa-utity of soup, and any poor person may 
receive a bowlfiJ on demand. Many of the beggars thus 
become pensioned* ^^ "^® convents, and may be seen daily 
at the appointed ^^"^^ gatheriiig round the door with their 
bowl and wooden spoon, m expectation of the^a^e with 
the soup. TbiB ^ generaUy made so thick with cabbage 
that it might be ca^ed a cabbage-stew ; but Soyer himself 
never made a axsti "acre acceptable to the palate of the 
tmests than this- /J^^^'^litiiigales' tongues at a banquet 
of Tiberius, no €^^^^^^ "^^s -nests at a Chinese feast, were 
ever relished ^^^ ™^^® gusto. I have often counted at 
the gates of the ^Jonvent of Capuchins, in the Via S. Basilio, 
from eighty to aii©/^™"ed of these poor wretches, some 
stretched at le^^^*^^. ^^ *^® pavement, some gathered in 
groups under tbe sliadow of the garden wall or on the 
rteps of the studios, and discussing poHtics, Austria, 
France, Italy, LoUis iNapoleon, and Garibaldi, while they 
waited for their daily meal. When the bells ring for mid- 
day, the gates ar© opened and the crowd pours in ; and 
then, with their bats ^^^ you may see them gathered round 
the cauldron, from which a burly Capuchin ladles out soup 
into their wooden pla**ers, after they have all repeated after 
him their ''pater n^o^er.'' The figures and actions of 
these poor wretcbe^^ ^ ^^7 ^ve obtained their soup, 
make one sigh for bti^»^ nature. Each, grasping his por- 
tion as if it were » treasure, separates himself immediately 
from his brothers, ^^^ selfishly to a comer, if he can find 
one empty, or, if tiot, goes to a distance, turns his back on 
his friends, anri ir\&>T^^^? anxiously at intervals aU around. 



his friends^ 
as if in f ea: 



•*o AX -*i Acar 01 a «**^ * ' «> ^if "•»» caooage, wipes 

out his bowl, and ***^? ^tums to companionship or dis- 
appears. The id^^ sharmg his portion with those who 

are portionless oe^^^^^ ^ ^^^ ^ *^® i^^ea of a robber 
to the minA ^£ _ *rtis©r* 



to the mind of a x^^^® 



w uie mind of a tt^^^^ , 

^7 account ai *^ V^g^^™ ^^ Rome without mention 
of the Capuei,,.„« ^^^ J ranciscans would be like perform- 
ing tte '^ Mern^^nt o^ ^^""^"^ ^^h no Shylock ; for these 
orders are fo,, a^^ ^^ ^^g&ary and supported bv charity 
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Tk tiifs-ts do no-t beg ; 

iraifere, da^ in their lo 

ttuflmmst, axul & l>a^h:et: « 

%aloag a.-t any Hoim- aj- 

Medfeet, to levy contri 

Hereftvey get a. loaf of l>r« 

monepla^© fruit or clueei 

tharbaafeet is filled. So 

«3]]j' lliey are paid in aj-l 

set oi tlxeae brothers, •W\ 

jour bett, and present a, li 

which yon aje requesto<l 

the holidays, for masses, 

piece of copper makes mc 

given, EMxd. always gratef 

will enter into coiiver-sa.1 

have a litfcle chat al>ovi.t tl: 

very good-naturea, and. "*' 

not baptize themselves « 

water oE thig world- E 

phobia. _ "Whatever the- iJ 

oatside ia far from clea-* 

sleep by night in the sa-i 

kept from contact -witli_ 

nntil it is worn out- I>i:i:" 

mons. In disbelieviiag- ^ 

to them Charles Lamia's 

"Ifdi~rtwere tramX»»» "^^ 

itl"^ Tet, beggars »s .' 

fbey liave the repvita.**' 

inoftenMve of all tho c*' 

1 This B&ying, Ixo-wov^i 
Lamb, sttributed to l"*"--.„^ 
by Mr. Proctop (Barry *1°*^ 
CCTce* oflAnib, wooia^ ^*^» 
trnfft tie gtatemeot ," ^^i 
He 8»JB tliat it y^. „ -«liol' 
tecoDd vitticism i" VilU-l of i 
slirtlBhard to be ^°°~^ ^tu 
gon, we havB nnderstoo**. 
Booer Ayrton." 



^ . vw.^ common people ^^ ^^^^, ^ . . 

^PO^ KyT'^^'^''? ^ their rejigs*'*'* P^fessions"* ^ 
^iot«l4y ^^*>8wtent in many respected thei, p^^ They 

«adpT««Uc^',^^tched fe„4, as ^e^ »f ^^ ^irC §Sf«««. 
ia«dBg» «»*^ tl»e virtues and ch»n»« f' P^^^^y, wKn ^ ^^ 

^«^ '^tr Sl^** **^«' the l^xoriea of the table ^1^1« 
^''*''' Jfn§> *^« ««»dinalone8, whatever theU- vW^J''«« 

sometames does a mad work; and ^^^ pothers in£i; 
and piety have occasionally violent tows and disputes ;„ 
thei/refectories over their earthen bottles j, P^^s^n 

short time since that my old ^^^^^^^f ^^apuehins Jot 
furious together over their wine and ended by knock W 
each other about the ears with their earthen jars, a^f 
they bad emptied them. Several were wounded and W 
time to repent and wash in then- cells. But one should 
not be too hard on them. The temper will not withstand 
too much fasting. A good dinner puts one at peace with 
the world, but an empty stomach is the habitation often of 
the Devil, who amuses himself there with pulling all the 
nerve-wires that reach up into Ihe brain. I doubt whether 
even St. Simeon Stylites always kept his temper as well as 
he did his fast. 

j^ I see them walking up and down the alleys of their 
vegetable-garden, and under the sunny wall where, with. 
out the least asceticism, oranges glow and roses bloom 
during the whole winter, I do not believe in their doctrine 
nor envy them their life. And I cannot but think that 
the thousands off rati who are in the Roman States would 
do quite ^ pod service to God and man if tW were an 
army of laborers on the Campagna, or elsewhere, as in 
their present hfe of beggary and self-contenftplation. j 
often wouder, as I look at them, hearty and s^^* ^ they 



m,bfs^k^ tVxeir mode of life, -wlmt; bi 
^«kb ixidiiced them to e>nt:«>r tliis o 

''™7??*«>«taoii, a Httle xuiecdot;«> c«n 

fa Mfl EoUo-wring effect : A. young- S- 

fortune lia^ -withheld her ^fts, having 
alktde^aured to a, frieud tlia.t he meai 
mlo the Tilaer, and end a, life -^^--hich wi 
'^. "^o, no," said his fi-iend, '* don't 
affaire are so de8peT-a.te, retire ix»to a ci 
Cftpucldn." •■'■ A.h, rho / " -vv-a^ the indigi 
m desperate ; but I have not yet arrive 
oE desperation as that." 

Tlwtigh the Franciscans li-v-e upon ciari 
moat always a garden conneeted -with theit 
they raise multitudes o£ cahhages, cauJi 
peas, beajis, artichokes, axxi lettuce. lade. 
kind of the latter which is named after thg, 
But their gardens they do anot till thejaagj 
gatdenera, -„ho work for then*. Now, J ^ 
that wotting in a gaardexi is just aspion^ ^ 
as be^iag about the streets, though, pgp^ 
profitable. The opinioxi that, in some j.^] 
be better fop them to attend to t!.is ^J| 
was forced opon mv mind hy a "ttle fe^^ ^ 
see enacted among their cahhagea, «,« « ^ 
looking down out of xny window. My J^x 
atti^te^ by hearing a ^^^^^^^JJ^" froN. 
rtory-hi^gh foj,oi«, opposite, hanging o^ »*^ 

hali concealed her, she <1T^1^^" >? Cq?^-u; 
"Pxi.M-Bhe cried to **';f-,^''^«f 4t% . 
looked up, executed «■ '^^^"er^CWu 
shouldersf^hook his ^^^ff^^^^'M %^^' 
head and elbow sidewa-y^ ^«^l^^^. wVv- 
to her, o£ a brown ^^^^-f'^^^^^t^ „> J^ 
in gathering soxue ^^^^^'^il^^^^a tj"^ 



head and elbow sicie-w«'j' - ;a.-ai. n,i > W ^t^t- 
» he,, .1 a brown '^-"'^"Jt^ *<"<. >!,?'" 

Thrw«™,who -wa- ^".ScX^'' tNc*""" 
appmred from the ^f/f^' ho« %^6 J'"'''»e" 
' ^Videntlj-i 
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AWoauv a«t^^ *^® ^ ^2?®- ^® ceas^ working, and 
""""aled at tlie txTiconscious Franciscan for some time, with 
o nnriouB grimace, as if he were not quite satisfied at thus 
loSbisWe perquisite. 

W here, perhaps, a shoit account of the Capuchins 
mj^not be out of place or without interest 

fu^ headquarters of the Capuchins throughout the 
world is the Convent of Santa Maria deUa Concezione, 
close by the Pia:^^ ?arbermi, and here reside the general 
of the order an^ nis staff. The convent is very large, 
havine no less than six hundred cells ; hut all of these 
are rarely if ever occupied. The FamigHa proper, by 
which term is meant the friars, both lay and clerical, be- 
longing to it, number about one hundred and twenty ; but 
as ^ is the chief house of all the provinces of Rome, the 
general hospital for sick and infirm is here, and there are 
always a certain number of friars in it who do not belong 
to the convent. To this must be added the visitors from 
all parts of the world, who come on ecclesiastical business 
and for other reasons ; and with these additions the num- 
ber of persons in the convent does not generally vary 
much from about two hundred persons. Th^padri or 
priests are many of them well-educated men, as far as 
Latin and theology go, and they devote the chief part of 
their time to prayer and saying mass, giving the remain- 
der, which is not much, to study. The lay brothers are 
completely illiterate, and their occupation is to beg alms 
' in the streets, to sweep the cells, cook the dinner, serve at 
table, and perform the menial duties of the convent. 
They also pretend to cultivate the garden, but they do this 
chiefly by proxy, "assisting," for the most part, in a 
purely French sense. 

The cells in which they live are only about six feet by 
ten in size ; they are paved with brick, and, instead ii 
glass, they have linen cloth in their windows. Their fur- 
niture is a crucifix, a bed or pallet, a vase of holy water, 
and some coarse print of a saint or two. They have no 
sheets upon their beds, but only blankets ; and they do 
not undress, but sleep in their monastic dresses, which are 
renewed once in three years. They wear no linen under- 
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clothes, and, unlesa tlieir ix&altb. retji 
and the result as to cleanlinesa may h 
Oonnected vnth the conv-ent is a. fact 
worn by the Capuchina tlu-oug-hout the 
and where the leathern saxidaJs are flu 
m this, secular labor is called in, the i 
tarn iinwUlingness to cio any labor. I 
ready cut into the appropriate form, are , 
tne cominunitj' once in tluree j'ears, and 

eir life ia by no means an enviable o 
^ very meagre, and their religious duties o 
aay commences at midnig-ht, when iJiev 

ii*"^ ^^" '*«<'« l»y a sort of ratt/e of* 
caued a "troccolo," and by the sharp daoJ 
beU, to say mating in the choir of the ch?^, 
here ja then said to be very pictures„, "'' 
lamp burning ^^^^ the rea^xng-de^t ;« >«■ 
church. There stands the officiating n'^^™ 
^Uecta and lessons of the day, wJiifeT^'V 
the shadow, and chant their hymns aod ^^ "" 
bass voices, that echo through the VaQifjP"' 
end of the matins the hell begins to ^ Jf* ''*' 
Ae Deum is suugv after which, wiy, **"■ ^c 
*^™ to their narrow cells. Someti,^'"; «Pet 
nights, sitting alone In a, warm rooo, '. 1" % 
of life and warmth ahont me, as J V ^"» aH 
"nging at midnight, and know that .*" ""« 
of the Capuchins, whether he be 0I4 ** >*« so^ 
or not, most rise from his bed to ' ^n^aati^ 
less chapel, and say his matins, j^^^"*^ tl,(,j 
pity for them. But I hope habit ^^^^ U t, 
*«» it would be to me, and, at aij ^'^es it ^^ 
gated by the fact that they do qq^ e^jents, the 

At six o'clock in the mornii^ '^ve to dres 
Mass, and from this time forw^p^ the bell rh 
day is devoted to religious exe^ej? ^Itte chief po 
and hearing confessions, and a^^^- iorwhaf 
the canonical hours, ^nd veapej. "^i^i^^ j^n^g { 
htde time can remam for an^^ v^ Jtanis, an 
<\^ng else- ' 
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ezerciBes whicli tKey have m common wiih the Quakers, 
is that of silent meditation, which takes place in the 
morning, and at twilight, when the friars all meet and 
commune silently with themselves. On these occasions 
the blinds are closed so as to shut out the light, and here 
they remain without speaking for a half-hour. What they 
think about then, they alone know. Of course the lay 
brothers are not held very strictly to the religious exer- 
cises, or it would be scarcely possible for them to perform 
all their other functions. 

These brown-cowled gentlemen are not the only ones 
who carry the tin box. Along the curbstones of the public 
walks, and on the steps of the churches, sit blind old creat- 
ures, who shake at you a tin box, outside of which is a 
figure of the Madonna, and inside of which are two or 
three baiocchi^ as a rattling accompaniment to an unending 
invocation of aid. Their dismal chant is protracted for 
hours and hours, increasing in loudness whenever the steps 
of a passer-by are heard. It is the old strophe and anti- 
strophe of begging and blessing, and the singers are so 
^n^tclxed that one is often softened into charity. Those 
who SLT& not blind have often a new almanac to sell to- 
wards the end of the year, and at other times they vary 
^e occupation of shakmg the box by selling lives of the 
saints, "which are sometimes wonderful enough. One sad 
^^d woxnan, who sits near the Quattro Fontane, and says 
hep pra^yers and rattles her box, always touches my heart, 
^here is such an air of forlornness and sweetness about 
ter, ^A-S ^ ^8,s returning, last night, from a mass at San 
^iovan»i in Laterano, an old man glared at us through 
S^eat gT&en goggles, - — to which those of the " green-eyed 
'^^oiisteJ* " would have yielded in size and color, — and 
shook lii^ ^^^ ^^^ a haiocco> '^ -And where does this money 
go ? '> J asked. « Xo say masses for the souls of those 
^ho <ii^ 5>ver opposite," said he, pointing to the Hospital 
^f San Grioyanni, through the open doors of which we could 
s®© the p»*^®^*s lying in their beds. 

Nor ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ only friends of the box. Often in 
^alti^g ^^ streets one is suddenly shaken in your ear, 
and tirriii^^ round you are startled to see a figure entirely 



Meia -<Mri^te from head to foo«:, a 
iftjiwinte liood d.ra.-fv-rk over lii^ bea«3 
»?,to»»eli. two round Ikolos, a. paix- 
UMth.em. He aays nothing^, bu 
jM, ofteo. tKreateningly , and alwrays 
tery. Tbis ia a penitent. Sa^c*>rv^ y » 
HKli a eoiaapoaed. chiefly of nobleme 
thefiratprinces or cardinals i»-* Xtome, 
b eolation of his sins ; or, for all yc 
6ne oi your intimate friends- TThe i 

goes to various charities. The Sa 

couples, one taking one side of t, 

die opposite, — never losing sight of e 
speaking. ClotKed thixs in seerecy, th 
erosity of any one they ixie^t -with^ com; 
lliej often, amuse themselves -w^tli s] 
Many a group of English girls, convoyi 
and staring into some mosa-io or cameo 
sacream by the sudden jingle of ^ be 
tion of the spectre in white -who shakes 
simple old lady retains to **»<» «"« "} h 
iropresfdon, derived thorefx-on»_, of mqt 
tortures, and banditti, from which it « , 
dispoBsew her mind. The stout old g, 

bald forehead and an irascxhly rosy t^^ 
auother wav,^confo»u»ds ^^^ **^'>> * 
rence, l«tt serious notions, fi?-«t, of fe^ ' 
on the spot, and then of .'^^^^^^^^il 
teraoaastotake no notice '^J^,^'' 
Wt toreigners, who «»^"*^^i„^^etert 
behave lems^lves i«^ ^ :^^M ^^ 
holy charity isa^<^ ^^!^lv^^^ ^e.!* 
oddest fwWon. It r^«-« ^a ^n^r^^'*v'*»i 
the confratemitiea, dress^ ^^^j^ ,^ X ^ 

up die street with *^^* „£ Chn,, ^^b^^ ; 

in his hand, a- P*^*^ He we^ * Oh '^^l^f 

Madonna on the ^^^'^^^r^, w^* C?4 , 
tog uito a large, ^^^^uich «eve> tj^^^t* 
«f inning wate^.,^^5^g and ,^ j, Vf^, 

ig at 
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IJtv red accvua-*^^^^^® suddenly opens the door, letting i 
stream oi Xig^* ^P^^ ^^^ Rembrandtish interior, an 
^\n2 ^a ^^ ^^"^ . ® "^^^ wheedling of smiles, he says, 
wit\i a Tisin^ inflection of ^ voice, a.s if asking a question, 
« Presioso sart^^ d% Gesu Crista P " — (Precious blood 
oi Jesus Cbrist?) 

Otbers of these disguised gentlemen of the begging-box 

sit at the comers of the streets or on the steps of the 

churches, or wander about, entermg everywhere the shops, 

to collect sums for prisoners, and among these are often 

gentlemen of good family and fortune ; others carry with 

them a sack, in which they receive alms in kind for 

the same purpose. The Romans are a charitable people, 

and they always give liberally of their store. In the 

Piazza della Rotonda and the Piazza Navona you will see 

these brethren of the sack begging of the fruiterers and 

hucksters ; and few there are who refuse to add their little 

for the poor prisoners. As soon as they are told that the 

charity is for them, they drop into the sack a wedge of 

cheese, a couple of provature, a handful of rice, a loaf of 

bread, two or three oranges, apples, pears, or potatoes, or 

a good slice of polenta, saying, " £h, poveracci^ Dio li 

consoli, piglicUe " (Ah, poor creatures, may Grod help them ! 

take these) ; — for you must remember a prisoner does not 

always mean a criminal in Rome. Sometimes into the 

box drops the last baiocco of some poor fellow, who as he 

gives it says, in Trastevere dialect, — " Voi che siete un 

rdigioso di Dio, fateme husca *n temetto, che pozza paga 

la pigiane" — (Give me a winning temo in the lottery, 

to pay my rent.) 

There is another species of begging and extortion prac- 
tised in Rome which deserves notice in this connection. 
Besides the perpetual hand held out by the mendicants in 
the street, there are festivals and ceremonials where the 
people demand as of right certain vails and presents called 
mancie and propirie. The largesse which in old times 
used to be scattered by the emperors who cpme to Rome 
to be crowned in St. Peter's is still given, after a degene^ 
ate way, upon the coronation of a Pope. Formerly it 
was the custom for the Pope to proceed to the church on 
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horseback, l^s aXmoner following after A- ^.^ 
of money i^ goia, silver, a.*»d copper, 3^ ^<^ 
among the ci^wd« a^companyi^S^Ae j^C, V ^> 
But an accident ha.Ari»^ ^p^ix^d at ,.^J^Nv. 

STn^ *^« faithful chiiar^ an this I VO^^^^-S"^*^ 

"eentiSSi tec'-e*^"^®' «'^ei.ts, and sei>^f ^<^4 '^ 

eustoitt lt5 *** * m^^^^y a.xid BO Srmly^t^^ s^^ "^ 

ttior T.^^^^* » specific tzme and pJaoe ; ®Sfc, Pf e^' «Z? ♦t 
^Y^e^t the^3cl^e3, a«a each reoe?^ ^^^^^^^^ 
name. envelop© of paper, and Mj % A; ^^ ** *Ai^ 

v\, A !?®^®r a Cardinal is made Po^ ^ t<rV sea/g^ 

? r e® and furnitore become tie i^®' by „, . ^^O" V 

™„,rt! ^****^ a« «^« report of Iiis eiejfoi/ of 7? ««»st„ 
ruM thro^ b the city, iiis apartmeatT^'Oft J *,« ^ej!* f« 
.W?^* Sometime^ the report Z *^e ^^^ ^« ^^nZ^' 
^^ted Cardinal, whose ambitioos^^es 4«^Ce .^^^J? 

i^'^**«°' ret^rxxing home, fiz,d«>s C^^^^rSe 

wardrobe. jTie first meeting of se^^^^® <>f d^^ rooms 
sncn an occasion is agreeable to iie,v7*°*« an^ *;«Ss in his 
H™./*? wondered at if the name of 5. ^'^y .^^ter on 
nmes ^^n in vain, and " ajpopleaAes » „**« J-om ?*id it is 
«»Fotu8ion. ^ *'^«howJ is some- 

JU-jWiy of jj^g servants of the princely i, ^^ about 

Pajaces of the Cardinals receive no wat''"^^* ^v. 
wch by time-Iionored custom they are • *H^ ^ "* *be 
ol visitors, affording an ample eompensatfo" ^'^^^ "nuincie, 
gonie houses, there are servants who pay t^' ^^ X.^^ '^^'"^ 
of gervmg there, their mancie far exceedii,.! **-^ T^^®*' "^ 
of their wages. Some of these vaUs arf ^^^^^:"^^? 
Christmas and New Year's day ; but beside^^^-^I^rS* 
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^^^ ^^^ r^^^^®*A ^^^ dailjr and T^i^lxtl:^^ 
Ai'irxsGl^ ^affe Greco a.tta-a.ot;ecI liis xxoticf 
^ooxxi *A ^^^'^^ and vlsltG^L tittGzxjt a.t 

-i^^a-r^i^- -^ ^OB,me tb.Gijr coixst;aj:x't -visitor s 



^a.eKeci T~^™® fcixeir coxx&t^sLExti visitor i 
tx^^ ^fiy- JEverjr day-, art tlio liour 4 

sea^^®^/?^^® iour o£ dinxie^, IxG lounge 

fident 5T-^^^^ ^^ ^ olxaix-, and af^aiter 
^^1^ ^* ^s Pecej>tion. Mia jpirGsence 
pres ^^®^^^™f* ancf to e^rei-jr rtGiPv^-came 
jL . ^^^w. His bearing l>eoame^ at iasf 

wpafo-ojiizing-. JJe x-eceiv^ed tlie ^xft 
^ a delicate titbit sis i£ Hg con^Grred a i 
WelL^^^W-®' a grourm^t. Hg <U<i not i 
lie «1 1- ^^^ what a cstlm avM.jpGTriority an 
plat »^ -^ the refuse I>it3 a atrsmgei 
see ^«L^ ^^ g'iance, and nj>tumeci Jiosa 

ste\ V '»*^ sajr, " Xg-nox-amns J Jcnow j 

y. * His diJiner finjisiieci, lie desc 
Pmeeded to the Gsl&g G^jtggo, there u 
oussions of the artists, and to partatr 
^nd sugar, oi wMchi lio w^a^s very fond. 
<ioinpanied some 0T1.G or otlxer of his f 
^d slept upon tlie m^. Ho knew his 
^hem; but perhaps His xnost i-eixiarka] 
impartiality. He disi>on.sed liis favor^ 
^e had few favorites, and called n^^ 
>iever outstayed his ^wrelcomo *' and t;^ 
the smile," never romain.ing with o^ 
Am two or three days at most. ^ ^ 
jjjore bahnced jndgmont, a bette,. 

Table self-respect, irx a word, ^ ^ 

^S belongs to a g:entl«xrxan, wasn^ ^ 
^ at Beefsteak is now i^? ™^^^:,, '^^^^ 
^W^the Revolution o£ ^S4.S^ T^'^^^K^ 
^;t^,-hewas a conservative hj^^X^. 
XjJ^'a^ed. He Ixad always been ^^ 
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viUeggiatura at L'Arriccia darings a portion of the sum- 
mer months, returning only now and then to look after his 
affairs in Rome. On such visits he -wronld often arrive 
towards midnight, and rap at the door of a £riend to claim 
his hospitality, harking a most intelligrible answer to the 
universal Roman inquiry, " Chi e?^' ** One mom we 
missed him at the accustomed" place, and thenceforth he 
was never seen. Whether a sadden homesickness for his 
native land overcame him, or a fatal accident befell him, 
is not known. Peace to his mcbTiesf There "rests his 
head upon the lap of earth " no better dog. 

In the Roman studio of one of his friends and admir- 
ers Mr. Mason, I had the pleasure, a short time since, to 
see, among several admirable and spirited pictures of 
Campagna life and incidents, a very striking portrait of 
Beefsteak. He was sitting in a straw-bottomed chair, as 
we have so often seen him in the Lepre, calm, dignified 
in his deportment, and somewhat obese. The full brain, 
the narrow, fastidious nose, the sagacious eye, were so 
perfectly given, that I seemed to feel the actual presence 
of my old friend. So admirable a portrait of so distin- 
guished a person should not be lost to the world. It should 
be engraved, or at least photographed. 



CHAPTER IV. 

CHBISTMAS HOLIDAYS. 



The Christmas Holidays have come, and with them 
various customs and celebrations quite peculiar to Rome. 
They are ushered in by the festive clang of a thousand 
bells from all the belfries in Rome at Ave Maria of the 
evening before the august day. At about nine o'clock of 
the same evening the Pope performs High Mass in some 
one of the great churches, generally at Santa Maria Mag- 
giore, when the pillars of this fine old basilica are draped 
with red hangings, and scores of candles bum in the side- 



altar, and a. m*>tJ«y :t»^ jT"^ . „^ „.-''' WJ^^v^ 

by MiehLl A^ff^iSif- ^£,S« ^°' ,«' ^W S,^ 
blMk, with high »^"j^po»<'»'^-j<, j;«i«,," n-N^^ '■^, 

and golden cl»a»«»^' ^jit» «ati» W/wi 
riA-oolored <'»»'"XVnP»S"f' na"'""' — ^ 
boreis iiom the ^» , £»«'*'*'^> nendent » 

kail,— foreignu" "Jg, HS''^ Sermiui* , 

doping ■houldoM> ' ly^'.rbt l>»'''P""i^i"»:V'^>,-^« '•«„-,'» 

frogBedcoate,»»d 1^2 d""*' W^^dn-™^' iNrt'b, »»d^ 
and c.,,a„e », "^^u^bby W*^ from ^^J^ ?, »4''.'"°'<-. 

wautco.li and l>«»^?f„„cl» "*^»iro"-. •,Ii«».^l.>;'>«lt — iS 
«.d w„[.w.i.ted ?^S'n.io>«rSSo( ^55^«"£,^P;- 

■" ">»d(!d together. ,, .^bo " „iolj a, S'*'* £, " ^^^. 

""ai- all, bating tbo " tXt"^^ Z.„i. «teanu, ^^ ".-i..,-., ti. o^ 
""'"•aMligioaarif- cW<*»^i3 o.tf>''>-nt» *^n„.„.. fl<«. 

^I». saw, ,t»pe. ""loo^ 2 o.*- *? tji» S«"«=»^ -fc-^«TO »»^ 
«l«ai.&«h-* ^xb^-ffi"*^:^""^ ^«^-fc^«^ ■erf, 
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look at each other. The Corso is so crowded in the morn- 
ing that a carriage can scarcely pass. Everywhere one 
hears the pleasant greetings of " Bitona Festa" " Buona 
Pasqua.^\ All the basso popolo, too, are out, — the wo- 
men wearing their best je wehy, heavy gold ear-rings, three- 
rowed coUone of well-worn coral and gold, long silver and 
gold piM and arrows in their hair, and great worked 
brooches with pendants, - — and the men of the Trastevere 
in their peaked hats, their short jackets swung over one 
shoulder in humble unitation of the Spanish cloak, and 
rich scarfs tied round their waists. Most of the ordinarv 
cries of the day are missed. But the constant song of 
" Arande 1 araruy^ dold ! " (oranges, sweet oranges) is 
heard in t^® crowd ; and <^verywhere the cigar-sellers are 
carrying round their woodijn tray of tobacco, and shout- 
ing, " Sigo^ri! sigari dolci ! sigari scdtif' at the top of 
then: lungs ; the nocellaro also cries sadly out his dry 
chestnuts and pumpkin-seeds. The shops are all closed, 
and the shopkeepers and clerks saunter up and down the 
streets, dressed better than the same class anywhere else 
in the world, — looking spick-and-span, as if they had just 
come out of a bandbox, and nearly all of them carrying a 
little cane. One cannot but be struck by the difference 
in this respect between the Romans on a festordsij in the 
Corso and the Parisians during a fete in the Champs Ely- 
s^es, ' — th® former are so much better dressed, and so 
much happier, gayer, and handsomer. 

During the morning the Pope celebrates High Mass at 
San Pietro, and thousands of spectators are there, — some 
from curiosity, some from piety. Few, however, of the 
Roman families go there to-day; — they perform their 
religious services in their private chapel or in some minor 
church ; for the crowd of foreigners spoils St. Peter's for 
prayer. At the elevation of the Host, the guards, who line 
the nave, drop to their knees, their side-arms ringing on 
the pavement, — the vast crowd bends, — and a swell of 
trumpets sounds through the dome. Nothing can be more 
impressive than this moment in St. Peter's. Then the choir 
from its gilt cage resumes its chant, the highfalsetti of the 
soprani soaring over the rest, and interrupted now and 



CHRISTMAS - TOROJSTE 
\Xien by the clear mosicaJ. 
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flon, canonici, officials, priest^s, &nd i^izards 0^ 
toi in splendid procession. '-^^ - -^ l «^ 

irom giddiness -and from '^ 




ing top twenty-four hoars, and t^lxe swajring. J; ^J*'^^ ^1 
chair makes him dizzy and siok. IBut lie Tra^^t? *^4^ \ 
vak his three fingers to l>les9 -fclxo orowd that k^^^^^ ^ 
before him, and then ^oos Ixoxne to the VaV^ J^ ^t ^:| 
with a dean conscience a^nd, let xis hope ^li*^^^ t^^ i>, 
appetite. ^ * Vj!^^ ^^ \ 

It is the custom in S^xne »fc tJxe great y» ^ ^^ r i 

Christmas is one of tKe i>x-ixxoxx>^jr' ones, fo|» ^«o £ \ 

send round the sacraixient to all its sick ; ^^0^> 0|^ " 

days a procession of priests and attendaij|/^ ^ ^ |i^ \r; 1 
preceded hy their ciross and banner, b^ )^ ^^i^^^i 
wafer to the various lionses. -Ajs thej u^r^^iiT^^y |^^ t] 

make the streets resoixnd A-vT-tli. the psahn tJ^^^J^ & (;|^^ sr 
body lifts his hat as they pass, and. many ^^ ^ • ^0>^® ^ 
classes kneel upon the pavexxient. -^^^qi^r'^o^?* ^ ^ 
sion is followed by a ront of men, woi^^^^^j *^g ^j^ ^y 
who join in the chanting and response^ ^^^ 3^ tll^^® ^o 



*" ito pocKet eats torort& antJ. j^^^u^^ if^^cc^ ^^ol , • 

pastrycooks and confectioners are fiy * >? *^ a / 
tains of them encumber the cowiter^ H yJ^^^ ^^^J^^i 
Christmas crowds o£ pux^hasers ti^%T^j^ the J^® ^^ 
Timm is a sort of lia^a candy, iii J\^). ^ ^or ^j^^, uk 
monds, and crusted over with cry^^^q^ §" to ](^ 0^8 be 
other words, it is a rvtcgcb with a s^^^lh ^r ^^^e ^ * 
nw^a is a trifle to it for consisteij^^J^t .<ed[ sug. ^ and 
haps so caUed quasi Iulcus-, it bei^g, ^. ^Heze e^'*^ » or 
low. I know no way of giving- a e) ^^. f'^^ ^^^* > — 
by saymg that its father is almo^^ ^^^cher b^^^^o is 
a plum-pudding. It partakes of ^\^^ ^oH^^o. hot 
parents. From its mother it i^l <^^ ^dy, sljxa ^of it^ f 

V\9!«ahties ^^« ^o 

^d cit 
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while its father bestows upon it almonds and consistency. 
In hardness of character it is half-way between the two, 
having neither the maternal tenderness on the one hand, 
nor the paternal stoniness on the other. One does not 
break one's teeth on it as over the torone, which is only 
to be cajoled into masticability by prolonged suction, and 
often not then ; bat the teeth sink into it as the wagoner's 
wheels into clayey mire, and every now and then receive a 
shock, as from smiken rocks, from the raisin stones, in- 
durated almonds, pistachio-nuts, and pine-seeds, which 
startle the ignorant and innocent eater with Mghtful 
doubts. I carried away one tooth this year over my first 
piece ; but it was a tooth which had been considerably in- 
debted to California, and I have forgiven the pan gtallo. 
My friend the Conte Cignale, who partook at the same 
time of torone, having incautiously put a large liunp into 
his mouth, found himself compromised thereby to such an 
extent as to be at once reduced to silence and retirement 
behind his pocket-handkerchief. An unfortunate jest, 
however, reduced him to extrendties ; and, after a vehe- 
ment struggle for politeness, he was forced to open the 
window and give his torone to the pavement — and the 
little boys, perhaps. Chi sa ? But despite these dangers 
and difficulties, aJl the world at Rome eats pan giaMo and 
torone at Christmas ; and a Christmas without them would 
be an egg without salt. They are at once a penance and a 
pleasure. Not content with the pan giaUo, the Romans 
also import the pan forte di Siena, which is a blood-cousin 
of the former, and suffers almost nothing from time and 
age. 

On Christmas and New Year's day all the servants of 
your friends present themselves at your door to wish you 
a " htionafesta," or a " buon capo d' anno.** This generous 
expression of good feeling is, however, expected to be 
responded to by a more substantial expression on your 
part, in the shape of four or five pauls, so that one pecul- 
iarly feels the value of a large visiting-list of acquaint- 
ances at this season. To such an extent is this practice 
carried, that in the houses of the cardinals and princes 
places are sought by servants merely for the vails of the 
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^^ ^ '^o Other wa.^es l>ein^ demanclocf. 

£fpGct^ r ^ *^^ advanfcagr^s o^ tbGjr sit 
^€/\r^^f -*-^st tlie sei-va,nts sJiould xiofc fee 
^j.^^^ -r^S'^s? the times wlotGr^ svicht j*e/ 
ca.^^ W^^ made and tlio suixis -^Ijtich r 

x.^^^f' ^^* >y iiis I 



not; Ixy til© cs^T'di 

dina^V ^"^ the umbrella andT clings to 1^7 
^.^vT^ ® coach, covex-ed y^v^tl^ sHa,bbjr gal 
^^J^^^ ^^^ ^<>^^^i^S like ^res^f; ly^Gtles, 
j2of:^ ^^ rather than tlxe znasteji- thej^ 
^ <?ozt&ed to the JgV7^1^V^^7^;3^^,. majnjr o/ 
-^^^ ^^oUy ignorant tliat suclt pjructdc 
^nts of the embassies and all tlie noM 
g^ ^Y'^cnit of the jyi'izicipaJ m^mGS on 
^ea occasionjj, witli ^ood Tf-ishes for / 
^^el, Uttle care iviU l>e tafeon tliat Iett< 
ges arrive promptly at tlieix- dGstinati 
^^y 'padroni; so it is a universal hab 
. ^^ politeness, and to request them / 
accept a piece €>£ silver in order to i 
^^e and drink yoiur Healtla. I never 
J^tme; prohahly thtey ^wonld not con 
so. It is curious to ol>sex"ve the carr 
embassies a nevr name is re^stered t 
scream it from anteroom tK> sct^lori^ and 
deputation waits on yon at Chi-istnia 
indeed, whenever yon a.re afcout to 
your mlleggiatzcrce.^ for tKe x>^^P<^se 
the good wishes of tlie season or ^^^ 
^^buon viaggio.^^ One yonng Ron^^ 
mm, told me tliat it /^ost him ^ 
,Ji ov more to eonvey to tte sej^^ 
Srs ^^s deep sense of tl^o Hono^ ^^ 
C for his healtlx at stated times. V 
W owing, prol>al>ly , to Ins pecnU^^ ^ 
^Rome, whom I l^ad ooeasxon t,, ^ . 
Zl took aa opiportnnxty on Ina ^^ 
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=o..Aaerable hwma ma^w mto the hands of my servant, in 

oTde^ ^ 8^^^® ^^"^^ ^^- I cannot, however, tm that 

^j^ is customary: on the contrary, it is the only case I 

know, though I have had other Roman physiciais; and 

tYns xnan waa in his habits and practice peculiarly un- 

Boman. I do not beheve it, therefore, to be a Roman 

trait. On the other hand, I must say, for my servant's 

credit, that he told me the fa«t with a shrug, and added, 

that he could not, alter aU, recommend the gentleman 

as a physician, though X was poAirofi^, of course, to do as 

I liked. 

On Christma* Eve, a Presepio is exhibited in several of 
the churches. The most splendid is that of the Ara CoeH, 
where the miraculous Bambino is kept. It lasts from 
Christmas to Twelfth-Night, daring which period crowds 
of people flock to see it ; and it well repays a visit. The 
simple meaning of the term T'resepio is a manger, but it 
is also used in the Church to signify a representation of 
the birth of Christ. In the Ara Coeli the whole of one 
of the side-chapels is devoted to this exhibition. In the 
foreground is a grotto, in which is seated the Virgin Mary, 
^th Joseph ^t her side, and the miraculous Bambino in 
her lap. Juciinediately behind are an ass and an ox. On 
one side kti^el the shepherds and kings in adoration ; and 
*Dove, God *^® Father is seen surrounded by clouds of 
cherubs and ^^S^^^ playing on instruments, as in the early 
pictures of Raphael. In the background is a scenic repre- 
sentation of a pastoral landscape, on which all the skill of 
the scene-painter is expended. Shepherds guard their 
flocks far away> reposing under palm-trees or standing on 
green slopes which glow in the sunshine. The distances 
and perspective are admirable. In the middle ground is 
a crystal fountain of glass, near which sheep, preternatu- 
rally white, and made of real wool and cotton-wool, are 
feeding, tended by figures of shepherds carved in wood. 
Still nearer come women bearing great baskets of real 
oranges and other fruits on their heads. All the nearer 
figures ^re fuJJ^f^e, carved in vrood, painted, and dressed 
in appropriate ra^es. The miraculous Bambino is swad- 
dled ma white dress, which is crusted over with magnifi- 




wears in her eax-s ««I>«'-^rs*>« P««^«f^.*^- V. * 
none; but he is xxot » ^fr^i^ »"^ '^ ^W O^ ^V 

coab to Newcastle, -— "^ i^e aoes. The *:<» ^^^ '^^^T^ 

to scenic slxow is a^/»"^ 34:otIie« an<j " « *^ e* V!*^ 

press about it all day ^^'^iugh »« **7<^H ^^tx""^ <*>?"' «/ 
kg their little cfaiiaren a« jf^je maids ,4^' ^^«^ «J' ?«rf 
ware ready to ^^^^'t, aelight^pe^^^J^,,^ ?««tf7.^*- 

at it with a mute ^o^^^J^rtaaii^S 1«"% a ^dT S^pf^ 
^ Englisl^merx ^^^^^J^SSw, by Jove, ^^« v^f ''oCf 
jewels, ana wanting to fe» ^etfc^"* of ti,; 

the crown can be rea-l- - ^ on one side q, "^ose i, 

While tlus is *»^^.%f~^t and quite as I *he ci^^ ^ 
the other is a very *i*^ A.^ antique colu^'^&aiar a"**^!" on 
btoa. Acround one of tn splendors ^« of tj,^ exhi- 

\c»- which once l»«*^^^fi*^ is erected, ^/ """"^^ oJl'i" 
Cmrs' pa.We--.a. Bta^°^ kind ^./^^ -Ivich^tt 

maidens are reciting, ^ a littje SpeeeC T ^^sticula. 

tion, serxK^ona, dialog^ej jte- Sor^^J^^'^ ^ ^^ 

tionoi «>eFre.e^-PP question a^drswS\-*^th^ 
are engaged in «:^*f "f" ation and the Redemptio^^**'^* *^^ 
mysteries of the I»«^^*T piteous description of^- Some- 
times tbe recitation »» sufferings of the Mado*?" *' »«**"y 
of the Saviotur and *'*t.j,-^ever, always laid ud^**^' — ^^ 
greatest stress being, ":„«clie» ^^^ been writ^^ ^^ ^'^ 
ter. AH these little sP^' religious friend, eo^ ***« *^®" 
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have coaxed, reasoned, or threatened the Kttle pouter bto 
obedience. These children are often very beautiful and 
graceful, and their comical little gestures and intonations, 
their claspii^g of hands and rolling up of eyes, have a 
very amosuig and interesting effect. The last time I was 
there I was sorry to see that the French costume had be- 
gun to inake its appearance. Instead of the handsome 
Homan lie^> y<n^ its dark, shining, braided hair, which is 
so elegant when uncovered, I saw on two of the children 
the defoi^i^^g bonnet which could have been invented 
only to eonceal a defect, and which is never endurable, 
unless it ^® perfectly fresh, delicate, and costly. Nothing 
is so viHg^^ ^ ^ shabby bonnet. Yet the Romans, despite 
their disl*^® ^^ ^® French, are beginning to wear it. Ten 
years aef^ ^* ^^^ ^^^' ®^^t here among the common people. 
I know x^^^ y^y ^* ^^ ^^t the three ugliest pieces of cos- 
tume ev^^ invented, the dress-coat, the trousers, and the 
bonnet £^ ^^ which we owe to the French, have been ac- 
cepted 'ail ov®^ Europe, to the exclusion of every national 
costume* Certainly it is not because they are either use- 
ful, ele^^**' ?^ commodious. 

if one visit the Ara Coeli during the afternoon of one 

of these y^^^^f *^® scene is very striking. The flight of 

one hundred and twenty-four steps is then thronged by 

merchants of Madonna wares, who spread them out over 

the steps and hang them against the walls and balustrades. 

Here are to l>e seen all sorts of curious Httle colored 

prints of the Madonna and Child of the most ordinary 

quality, little bags, pewter medals, and crosses stamped 

with the same figures and to be worn on the neck —all 

offered at once for the sum of one baiocco. Here also are 

framed pictures of the Saints, of the Nativity, and, in a 

word, of all sorts of religious subjects appertaining to the 

season. Little wax dolls, clad in cotton-wool to represent 

the Saviour and sheep made of the same materials, are 

also sold by 'the basketful. Children and women are busy 

^^y^^g them and there is a deafening roar all up and 

down the g* ^t>s of " Mezzo baiocco, beUo colorito, mezzo 

baiocco^ l^ x^J^^l{gsinia Concezione IncoroncUay" — " Dwr 

^ ^^^^^Tio LunaHo JRomano Nv^o^' — '' BUraMo co^ 



mil, — " ^cL'rrvbi-n&ZZ-i «?* c&rct,, un baic «^a 
tbe prices ax^ liiglxer -fcba.n one bct,-iocoo, e^ 'V** 
-and genei-aJly several articles are ^^^ ^* 



MeanwhUe men, woDaen, children, p^^^V^ 

S wulltf««^*« ^^ «row«ii«^ "^''^y * 
it ir!r^ them. _ ^ _^ ^^ • / 



. ^**» ascendingr, -ve^e reacli tie <* ^^^ 

SL?*® ,^est- T^e lift the great l^^ 

fa no«trU3 The golden «o«set ba«,t^^ o/^, f 
the PI i^^'^^^^^^^y illuminat;es tlie mo^ai^ ^ '^o, 
the cr ^^l<ieii ceiling-, a^xid Bashes /j^ Q^ ^ ; 
sorts ^?^^ ^-"^ some brilliant costume o^ ^ ^^, 
f._. ;?' people aj*e tlirongiiigr tliere -^ ^A^^Q? 

lirfJr* ^^ of silver votive hearts, l^r^ *» p.. «* 
■f^^S to the preaching- ; some „> ' *^w *^ 
t*^l of the I^r^&^^io. Old womea^^^dSL*^ 

S/,?*^^ tottering- along with thei; Ss4j^ 
JPfoWB on their knees to prajr, a^ * saa^^^ » 

'r'**! m theu- prayers a paxentiies; ' ^ you t 
f^^ is not irchitectixraUy ban^ of ^« j^ 
""'fy picturesque, with its relics of^'"*; bot^* 
fP>*». and floor, its frescoes of p^ centnWes j\* 
' VWue colainns, its rich golden ^^""cchio ^ *^ 
^l*"*! to the SavelU, and its m^^^^. its Q*'^, 
'I'^gy look is over all; h«t i* ia^ '.toinh^^^ 
splendor; and one cannot «tend theil 1"*»»ess 
^'^ oi the church, its great antipJ^ ^'^^to^** 
tortnnes it has known, without a peia^L *«d t^ ' 

'^^ pleasure. ^ "^^^a^^^ 

It was here that Romulns, in jj^^ ^t i 

^loe, built the temple of Jupiter Fe^ ^^^ 

the ^ia opima, were deposited. Het ^^'^VvT^ 

1 "A half-iatocco, Tjeautif rally colored, — ahalf », ^^* 

Conception Crowned." ,KoDMjir)wy, — Ne-„ EtT***^^ 
"Colored portrait, medal, and little pi«stxue, — ^?*X5»^0; "^ 
» iD&nts in yrax, one fcotocco. "^-^^ ^^" 
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BOB A DI ROMA, 

W '^^ns of the emperors and generals ended 

"V\a\ V'^^^^^^'^g^toTS paused before making their vows 



\f Ye tbe "^^vie Mamertine Prisons below, the message 

tV\ ivotn * unce that their noblest prisoner and vic- 

^^loe to ai*^^ c\s^^ ^^ their triumph and his defeat rose 

t^m whUe t^^ ^^rs as the procession ascended the steps, 

^'nffi^g ^^ ^*^,jri*'* death the crime of being the enemy of 

had exp^*^®^ \I^ eteep steps, which then led to the temple 

■Rotne. ^P. lin^ Jove, here, after his earliest triumph, 

i the Cap^t^^Y^^sar climbed upon his knees. Here, mur- 

the fii*st gre^* , l^ase, Rienzi, *' last of the Roman trib- 

^ete^ ^^ ^^^^2[ri<J' ^ *^® tradition of the Church is to be 

unes," f®^' o^ *^^® ^^^ ^^ *^® present high altar that 

trusted, it "^^ A^ the " w4ra jyrimogenito I>ei,^* to com- 

j^ugttstus ®^®® -Qelp^^® prophecy of the coming of our 

tnemorate the ^-^g on a spot so thronged with memories, 

Saviour. Stan .^^^tion takes fire. <rhe forms and scenes 

the dullest va\^ c^ot^ their graves and pass before us, and 

of the past ^^^ t^ion^jry are mingled together in strange 

the actual and Truly, as Walpole says, " our memory 

poetic confusion. ^^^ ^^ ^j^.^ country." 

sees more than o ^^^^ charm of Rome — that it ani- 

And this is ^ ^es of its history. On the spot where 

mates the deaxi ^& j ^ the Caesars change from the mani- 

they lived and ac .^^ ^^^ ^ ^^ ^^ Horace, and 

kins of books w lu^^o ^i^^ n, j^„^ +i,^ So. 



Tusculan Questions ^^^ r^r ('"'=' »'*^"^ "J^ ^ 
ation, as we wander oH the heights of Tuscidun., or over 
the grounds of that cb^^^S ^^ on the banks of the 
Liris, which the great ^"^^ P^'^^J so graphically de- 
scribes in his treatise '' ^i^^,^^"^^' 7^^ landscape of 
Horace has not changed- ^ ^tiU m the wmter you may see 
the dazzling peak of tb^ gdidus Algidus," and « ut aUa 
stet nive candidurn SoT^^^ / " ^^ wandering at Tivoli in 
the smnmer, you quote ^^^ ^^^®® ' ~ 

< T7ot^^® Albuneae resonaniis, 
Etpr»oei>. Iii<" «*'^^?'?™ ^"'^' ** "^ 



and feel they ai-e zls true axid 
yesterday. Could one bettez 
man Lalage of to-day than to 
In all its losses, Rome lias 
»ta people. TVould you Imfce t. 
apiculture in Rome, read tt 
^ttle to alter, that it is not woj 
^me, the £mperoi-s become 
Who does not \^no-vv^ the curl 
with his lifted brow and proje. 
f^und beauty of Jiis youth to 
•"s latest years ? Ajr-& there i 
lamiliaj than the severe, wedg 
With his efaarp-cut lips a.nd no 
*fadrian, with his hair combed 
head,- — or the vain, perfcing- fa, 
ais thin nose, lo^v bro-w", a^o-A pro 
onital buU head of Oaracalla, - 
le^res of Vltellius ? 

Theae men, w^lio ivere but lay 
laere pegs of names to hang- hiati 
^ipreted by the living- history of 
dental iUustrations of the places 
•noved a,nd died, and the building 
erected, become like the men oi 
made them our contemporaries. 
^ Pins VII. and ]S"apoleon. I ne- 
^fomentan Gate without remember 
Nero, — his recognition there by 
damp, drear hiding-place xinderj^ro 
»nd quoting Greek., he waited for 
nts subsequent miserable and eowi 
*>? Dion Cassias and Suetonms ; 
"•e. more vivid, and niore actnal, 
■n the court of the Oancelleria. 
Ceesars' palaces without recaUing 
"an. who sent for some fifteen o* 
^'glit and commanded their p»e 
trembling with fear, an^ If ^^2^ 
t^trhe^s were aU to fa-U, \^^A 
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« 

hour, the door opened, and he, nearly naked, appeared with 
a fiddle in hia hand, and, after fiddling and dancing to his 
qnaking audience tor aji hour, dismissed them to their 
homes unmji^ea- xiie aip seems to keep a sort of spirit- 
ual scent or trau of these old deeds, and to make them 
more real here tnao elsewhere. The ghosts of history 
haunt their ff "®»t habitations. Invisible companions 
walk with lis tru^ough t^e silent, deserted streets of Pom- 
peiL Vagaf ^^^^®» call to us from the shattered tombs 
along the v J* ^VV^ ; and looking out over the blue sea, 
through the co umns of that noble viUa, lately unearthed 
at Qstia, one^ almost seems to hear the robes of ancient 
senators e^^^^V^^^^S its rich mosaic floors. The Past 
hovers lifea * ®"^V;® ^'^^ around the Present Places, 
a« well as pers^^s, have lives and influences; touching our 

matures to J^?^ K??"f J®?*®®" Haunted by its crimes, op- 
pressed an<l ^^^"^^ted by the fierce excesses of its empire, 
Borne, silerit* grave, and meditative, sighs over its past, 
wrapped in tb^ pemtent robes of the Church. 

Besides l^^^^ ^^% f ®^ ^at the modern Romans are 
only the ^fxH^^^^ ot their ancient fathers, with the same 
characteristic^' ' ^sottened, indeed, and worn down by 
time, just a^ tb^ s^^arp traits of the old marbles have worn 
away; but ati^f. ^® ^,T® ^""P^^—P^^"^' P^sionate, lazy, 
jealous, viiidic*i^^'. t^^^' patient, and able. The Popes 
are but Ql%xxrcl^ pictures of the Emperors— a different 

robe, but tJxe ^lius "^^ ^^""^"7?^ Alexander VL was 
but a second l^^f^^ > Pms VII., a modem Augustus. 
When I speak ^^ ^^^ -Koman people, I do not mean the 
class of h^txS^'^lw^f t^e foreigners, but the Traste- 
verini and tb^ int^^^i^nts of the provinces and mountains. 

No one can g^ ^ff^fL .w^'ff ^''^''®' ^^^"^ ^^ P^^P^^ 
are roused, ^itbo«^ reeling that they are the same as those 

who' listened *^ Jy|«'rcus Antonius and Brutus, when the 
bier of C%sar ^a^.^^'^'^^f* into the streets, — and as those 
who fought ^^^ 1 ^ ^^^^'^'^a and stabbed Rienzi at the 
foot of the O^V^^l !^®; ^/^^^ Ciceruacchio of 1848 was 
but an ancient Tri|>««l^* Jte People, in the primitive sense 
of that title I ]r^' ui^' ^. P^'^llel the anecdote of Cains 
Marius, wh^, ^^'^ '^^ ^® concealed himself in the 



^^..fp„™^' . -C t»^^,,T bow c^^W..^, . 



Borne? . T»«xix*>*^^ oX» , w St \.^t c\^^^^r^ aa 

tk legend goes, fro'^V^a t^j* o« ^^iT^*? efj* ^hile the 
piknm slept;. *-,"'=* « iii%*^ -pa»r c^^ ^ ^ a scnln. 

^cording to ftve ^P^^ 5 *^ ^ifl «d U Jj« ,8 a« i^^«^ 
p^e« in carmg ti.e ^to«»«- ^„ta*^ J is ,> constant requi! 

«tion in severe ««®^» l»**_^eJ»dance ?^ the r6g„ij X- 



^^•^ r^^JrScoa***' ^*o i^ff* ^,?li waves ^ ^^nnilion 

r* SKSS^ ^'^iT* lig?«4l>W/ one with the 

^^lC^^^:^veoV^^^^^*^ Aa he passes 

to^ the streets ^« ^ * o» cross themselves : 



84 ROBA DI ROMA. 

^e -women coreHng their head with their apron or hand- 
kerehief, M ^^^ al'ways do when entering a consecrated 
plaee, a»d tiie more superstitious crying out, " Oh, Santo 
BanTibinOj give ns thy blessing ! oh, Santo BamMno, care 
our diseases 1 lower the water of the Tiber ; heal Lisa's 
leg ; send us a good carnival ; gives us a winniog temo in 
the lottery ; or anything else they want 

I was assured by the priest who exhibited him to me at 
the church, that, on one occasion, having been stolen by 
some irreverent hand from his ordinary abiding-place in 
one of the side chapels, he returned alone, by himseK, at 
night* to console his guardians and to resume his functions. 
Great honors are paid to him. He wears jewels which a 
ColonnA might envy, and not a square inch of his body is 
without a splendid gem. On festival occasions, like Christ- 
mas, he bears a coronet as hrilliant as the triple crown of 
the rppe> and, lying in the Madonna's arms in the repre- 
sentation of the Nativity, he is adored by the people until 
Bpipliany. Then, after the performance of Mass, a pro- 
cession of priests, accompanied by a band of music, makes 
the tour of the church and proceeds to the chapel of the 
t^r^^^P^^ where the bishop, with great solemnity, removes 
him f 5^^"* his mother's arms. At this moment the music 
hxurst^^ forth into a triumphant march, a jubilant strain 
ovetr ^^^ hipth of Christ, and he is borne through the doors 
of ijl*^ church to the great steps. There the bishop ele- 
vate^ ^ -^^ly Bambino before the crowds who throng the 
Btep0^ ^^ *^®y ^^ ^P^" *^®^ knees. This is thrice r 
peat^^%*^^ the wonderful image is then conveyed toi 
oriffi^ ^^f-pel, and the ceremony is over. 

It i^ ^^^ous to note in Rome how many a modem su- 

"oersti^^^ has its root in an ancient one, and how tena- 

ciously ^custonas still cling to their old localities. On the 

Capi*^^^® ^^ *^® bronze she-wolf was once worshipped ^ 

1 (( ;Roiniili nutriz lupa honoiibiis est affecta diyiius," says Lao- 



re- 
its 



^ in tne tempie of Komuius in line jraianne ,^rmq. nom. jid. i.;. 
Tiyy also spei^ of one as standing under the Rnminal %-tree 
(Hist lib. X. cap. 59). Cicero speaks of one as existing on the 
Capitol, " quein inamatum i» Capitolio parvmn et lactantem uberi- 



i ». 



CHRISTAl.A.iS Z^^ BEFANA. 

M ^e TTooden Bambino is r\.<y^. It stood in rt, ^ 

ui J ™°'°'' »nd there fctio ancient Eomans nsert* 'I'fe.w 
children to be cured of their diseases hj toncW ^ o H 
pe supposed site of tliis temple now stands theoK^ H ^**-v 
icated to St TJ.«o/i«r«- or Santo Toto « k. f'^**b^; nf 



"" cured oi i,iA«3xi ,..^o-i.«».^ ujr WUCiiii,^ ^* f» *^*e 

pe supposed site of tliis temple now stands theoK^ H ^*»-v 
^ated to St Theodoro, or Santo Toto «, fc^ ^^^^ck On 
„ "??• , Though names Ixavo changed, and the t ^^1 '^ed- 
^an«hed, and church after ehnxch hae here di?*^!^'* in 
been rebuilt, the old superstition remains, and tK Vti* has 
people at certain rw^^i»ds still hring Vt^JSZV^^ 7i^^ Z^ 



been rebai]^ the old superstition remains, and tK^vSlf has 
people at certain periods still hring th^V rfck*^^ o^^ and 
^ Toto, that he may heal them with his to.?^rt****»>on 
. 5* Eve of Epiphi.ny, or T«reJfthXhfc^^V'**en to 
hildren of Rome %*^at -bhristmas ^^ ^'«**. ^ , 
a!^?** the ^e/i*w«^ Ca corruption, undonht!^. «»*. ^ the 



children of Rome %^at Ohristmas fi^^ 'i'^**» i^ 

l„*1 ™>t the Befarux, (ja. eormption, undonbJ!^. *»a ^ **"« 
{««'«) eon.es m^ her Presents. This^JJ^eOj^- It i, 
a*°'l'»«le» like Santa Oaus, ™/^e jl °f ^^ 
if'^e, like Cl^t.-kirxdehen, bnt i,' d^LSu Jft''«'*h«' 
**"' flark woman, ugly, »nd rather terribt^Nci Z^ »°d 

"«7, on the Eve of Epiphany, anned^v/*''^ "f^^ti^ 
Md shaking a beU, to put V^V^^^i^^'*. lo;, ® *'^^- 
tke good children, and hags of ashes [r,^^ a*" f . '^^'^ 
Itisamght of fUrful joy to all C«ttNe of"^^ ^* 
% hear her beU ring they shake W^Z^ ones wu***' 
Befanaisused as a threat to the Wilf^^'f ^l^^"^"', ^^hen 
tempered by a wholesome »PPrehe„8i ' "^^^ thS^ J, ^ 
■Bay, if she is like what Bemx pamts he,;' ' J^U P^ev 

Benedetto Buommattei, in an anjngj^ 

bMlnpinigmliiantemfnisse." (-Tn CoaViW . ■*<^yll, gives her, 
De DtVin. a 20. IMon Casfflns aJso speafc^^' Uj, ^, 
Capitol (Ub. 37) ; see also Monttanoon ^5»« « ^) ; see also Cioero, 
m, to the same effect. "WJich of thea^^J-i^;^ «a«ae wolf on the 
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however, a mach better character than her appearance 
would seem to suggest : — 

** lo son colei, che al commciar dell' eita 
Abito del Castalio in certe garotte, 
Qnde non parto mai, che in questft notte* 
Avete inteso ancora, 
Donne ? lo son la Bef ana. 
Di che ▼! spaurite ? 
Che credete, ch' io sia 
Come si dice, qixalche mala oosa ? 

Non »l>biate paiira, mocoicone, 

Ch' i<9 i^<"^ ^^ xnal nh a bestia n^ a penone. 

Io gio^o sempre a tntti, e pih alle Donne, 

Che J3oi per sempre amiohe. 

Non -v^enn^ qn& da quelle amene baize 

Per siXtro che pep empienri le calze 

De' x«»i®*J^^M presenti. 

So p«*^» ^^® ^^^ sapete la poasanza 

Q\/%o '^^ Bopra i mortal! 

Sin di cangiar U aesso e la figura. 

Per <i^«®^ ognnn all' opra mia ricorre, 

Uoioi**^ donne, bestie ed animalL" 

The celebratioxx ^^ Epiphany is of very ancient date, 

and is stated by r>onienico Manni, who ha* written a HtUe 

treatise on this subject, to have been instituted about the 

vear 350 by JtJitiB A. Previous to this time, it seems 

not to have been a separate festival, but to have been 

mixed UP with other testivals, probably of pagan ongin. 

It is now generally supposed only to celebrate the visit 

of liie Ma^n y^^^^J^^. ""^^ 2^ Christ ; but the of&ce 

of the dav still performed m the Roman Church clearly 

proves that it also celebrates the Baptism of Christ and 

tiie first miracle ef changmg water into wine at the 

marriage in Caii»- "^''f^^f, niiraculis ormitum dim 

sanctum colimus. Bodie steOa magos duxib ad frmer 

vium : hodie vinum ex aqua factum est ad nuptias; h- 

die in Jordano a Johanne Civnstua haptizari voluxtr 

It is curious to trace in the Befana of Italy and in the 
popular superstitious notions and usages of this country at 
Emphany the distorted reflections not only of the Chris- 
tim history, but also of the pagan mythology and festivals 
which took place at this time. The gifts which it is the 
universal practice of Christendom to present to children at 





Christm _^_ 

^ttes brought to the ixif »»« '^^^J cantta o( ^ ^ ^ 

oaptism has left its *'^'*^ l^ ^tx, J-° *"*« ». «/" . ^iv 



wipusm Has left xts ra-»--;^ ^^^er,. in sonj© . •» Jl W^ , 

w also a superatitior. ***** ^f ^,eeeli — "^ «>e '^^V W "S 
wiy sheep have the P^^r^^^^^t'^^pf/ao/b, Z^^'^f ^^^^ 

/oartb century, ^^^'l^^^^^t^^gedm^^ «C^*^^&' 
water of a certain mvor jv«^»» ^^^tved un^^ 7^®. ^ ^^^^5? 

smi a popular -ir;-^^^^'^ "^^-^^^^^ ^^ ^/ 

changed into cheese, the *>f *L^^*S, f. * ki^d^^^°«^ 
called Laaagne, b.t,A water into exqmsite wx^;^4 ^ ^ 

with these, also, a^^^T^'^V^^r^ S ^d tK^'^'^^^p 

hinocents ; for on this mght »' " ^'^ t^at ^^* oTi^i 

goes wandering about, not ^^^j^"* . f^^seu^^ , ^«r»«« 

to stab and prick the bodies P/^f^^.^'J^^'fen. '^-' ^ 

way to avoid this P«^^-'*r*"*^jS^iJr^«' ^luS'^fo^r^ 
iheVefore, a common dish on Jj^^*^ f^^eht ; Wt another 
mode of Lvoidine these persecntioiis w to p,\a*e a. mortar on 
moae oi avoioing 4-.^- -fo for good luck c^ cextain pxaye* 

the body, and to «*f«^ J^g.^ occasion, an.a. cabled «^ i^^*^ 

composed expressly for tms o^- 

maria deUa Bef ana,- ^^ physi-os^otoy °*^J^t 

It is curious, too, to T^***®^^^ aiffiexenAi :^«.^oT»«^f:^ V. 

aginary character -»-5i,*""aSis^t«*«^«^;^-^t:^r^t. 
different influences- TohSst himsett- Tp^'^^o^ o^ *^e 

w a clumsier imPf **^ ji -to 8ca3tce\y ^^^Litfo®- *»^ \co 
ancient Teutonic l^S^^^^ *e^ ., w^^ie **^%^;a.«^'^^^,, 
Gbristian garb of the <^^^^ of irag«x<^^^^ »*^o T^*^, 
is a bizarre crea-tmre »^^ Xxi Venice, *^^^„ ^b^^^^^^^^ 

various scriptural -fig^^^^^e is e-^^^f^ ^t^^^«A. «*. T * 
informs us tha,t thi» oftlxe name o«»-'^^^^vsrvca * 
probably a corrnpt-^ **^^th «f ^"^^^^^'^^^^ 
^ As far back as *J^^„ Te.T»^e8e^u»g*^^ <3rtiN'''?r«, 

to Christ, an4..**^«_„^fKls*<»^i^.*f**a^=^«« ^''^^^ 
amma^ the 
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dress^^ aa kings, mounted on large horses, and followed 
by » great concourse of people, to go through the streets 
at Epiphany, with a golden star carried before them. 
This procession went to the square of San Lorenzo, where 
was seated a person representing King Herod, and stir- 
rounded by the scribes and wise men, when a long dialogue 
took place between them. In other places, a beautiful girl 
was put upon an ass, carrying an infant in her arms, and 
followed by an old man on foot, which was intended, of 
course, to represent the flight into Egypt In later times 
these celebrations were travestied by the Bef ana, who went 
through the streets accompanied by persons carrying burn- 
ing brooms or sheaves of straw, ringing bells, and blowing 
horns and whistles ; and even to the present day, in some 
places, a figure stuffed with straw, and dressed grotesquely, 
is carried in procession through the streets, and followed 
by a cheering and hooting crowd. 

The burning broom which was carried in the procession 
of the Bef ana was not without significance ; for according 
to some legend she is said to have been an old woman, who 
was engaged in cleaning the house when the three kings 
passed carrying their presents to the infant Christ. She 
was called to the window to see them ; but being too intent 
on the^worldly matters of the household, she declined to 
interifiit her sweeping, saying, " I will see them as they 
return." Unfortunately the kings did not return by the 
same road, and the old woman is represented as waiting 
and watching for t^eni eternally. She is, in fact, a sort of 
female Wandering Jew, who never lays aside her broom. 
On Epiphany eve, there may be seen in many of the 
houses and shops m Rome boys disguised as women, who 
with blackened faces, fantastic cap on theii heads, a long 
carina in one hand, and a lantern in the other, represent 
the Befana. ^^ ^^^^ feet are baskets of sweetmeats, 
apples and fruit, and hanging from their necks are stock- 
ings filled with vanous presents. Some of these contain 
fruit and toys for the good children, and are accompanied 
with letters oi congratulation and good wishes; others 
having notbi^*^ ^^ ^^^^ but bags of ashes for the bad 
children, a^^ letters containing threats and reproofs. 
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j^^ BEFANA. 

, 4= *lxe Bef ana takes place i», ^ ^ 
But the great fe8tiva\^?^*Y^t in the Piazza a^ H^w 
on the evf of TwelftU-^-^^*;^^le ft is. Tl^^^fc 

itself (which is sit^^^f ^«^ aJl the adjacent stvT^V, ^J^, 
beyond the Paiitheo»> , f^^^kx every kind of plav^l^^^ T 
lined with booths covered. ^ ^^ Roman make, vfJr^L 5'® 
children. Most of Uaes^ «f ^^^ f^P those who Ha^ ^^^ 
fashioned, and very ^^^^^g- Ueaps of German XT^ lo^^i 
purses there are not ^^^r^^yXy illuminated wi^?^ ^S 
toys. These booties «^^,f-a l^^a^s lamps of WJ^ l^oj! S 
candles and the ^^^f'^^eXs, »^® »«* into th^^^e; ^nd 
at intervals, paiixtedL P ^^e, ^th a wisp of to J^^^ement; 
crowned with pans ^* f^ ^rxA flare about. B^2>r wick, 
from whch flames l^^^^a a,l30ut by hand leud ^^^es these, 
numbers of torches ^^^\^ tHe scene. By eie^i:^^ ^averin^ 
aj»d picturesciae ^^^^^^rx to fiU the Piazzf ^^ ^'^^lock ii 
the evening, crowds J^^^'^^f ore one arrives, n, ^^^ the ad- 
jacent streets. ^V^^rrA »* w^tervals ; but ^^ squeak of 
penny-trumpets is *^^-|^a »^^ ^"^ous, and ^^ the Piazza 
itself the mirth is ''^^tering is ahnost d^ ^® ^^ that 
salutes one's ears ^^ ^^ uiake as much tx^T^^^^^g- 1^® 
object of every ^^®-^Qt;riixnent for this puv^^® ^ possible, 
and every kind ox ^*^^ ^ru^^"^ beating, tamv ^^^® ^ ®^^^ ** 
the booths. TUere a^ ^^ squeaking, ^^^ourines thump- 
ing and jingling* J^i^ets »»<! tin hoi*>?^hmen'8 rattles 
clacking, penny-trtti^*'^^^ _ and min^u ^ shriUing, the 
sharpest whistles ®^^g screams of la^r,^^g with these is 
heard the din of ^^^ ^£ » great crow^^^^tier, and the con- 
fused burr and ^V"^^ str«t»^®^*^ seises. * .On all sides you 



crowd in long lUes, .^ ^ perfect \vU;_C*^^wing like mad on 
their instruments. j>alcinella o^^^^^s' sabbath. Here, 

huge dolls dressed ^^er the h^s^.^ Pantaloon are borne 

about for sale, -7 ^ ^^cks, lifted ^^^ of the crowd great 

black-faced 3^^^?^?^ - or, what iJ^ U stick, twitch them- 

Belves in fantastic nx,»^ ^^^^^ated ia t;v/ ^'''^'* ^^^ ^^"^ 
1 This festival i« ^^^ ^^ >toa Agonale, formerly 



called the Pift^^*^^*^ 
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an* cM«*l about strong with rings of hundteda 
\ong V**^^j2^ (J" '*''* c»t«> called jumble in English), wbieh 
J (^W***^^«J for sale at a mexseo baioeco each. TTiere ia 



^je Bcre»*"^ye bat to get a drum, whistle, or trumpet — 

»° «^**'^^ racket — and fill one's pocket with toys for the 

V,\» i» '^^-jd absurd presents for older friends. The mo- 

clflld'®" *^S« <*nc« in for it, and making as much noise as 

OKBot y'^^oO *'®^ *** relish the jest The toys are very 

«oo «*"' ,^tic>*^^y '^ Roman whistles ; some of these 

odi — ^of pewt«r, with a little wheel that whu-ls as yon 

are *°**^rtieTS *" ** terra-cotta, very rudely modelled into 

Wo*' *YrlT,e oi bird, beast, and human deformity, each 

ev*iy "zSgUe in '^^ ^^*^' breast, or tail, which it is no 

^ * bear? «hen blown close to yoar ears by a stout pair 

i**®^ The Beene is extremely picturesque. Above, 

\, A^ vanlt of night, with its far stars, the blaang and 

fl ^ • e of lights below, and the great, dark walk of the 

S "ienza and church looking grimly down upon the mirth. 

¥v^rvwhere in the "<""i ^^ **»« glistening hehnets of 

r,,^er8 who are mixmg m the sport, and the cliapmwe 

of wbite^itrapped gendarmes, standing at intervals to keep 

the peace. At ahout half-past eleven o'clock the theatres 

are emptied, and the upper cUsses flock to the Piaaza. 1 

have never been there lat«r than half-past twelve, but the 

riotous fun still continned at that hour ; and for a week 

afterwards the squeak of whistles may be heard at intei^ 

vaU in the streets. 

The whole month of December was formerly dedicated 
to Saturn, and was given up to the wild feativitiea of the 
Saturnalia, of which Carnival and Twelfth-Night ret^ 
many strikmg features. The Moccoletti, for instance, is 
manifestly a reproduction of the SaturnaliaJi Cerei ; and 
the ancient custom of electing a mock king at this season 
is still a characteristic ceremony of Twelfth-Night. Under 
Augustus, the Saturnalia proper only occupied three dayflj 
the 17th, l8th, and 19th of December ; but two days were 
afterwards added under the name of the OpaUa; and, 
still later tbe Sigillaria increased the number of days to 
seven. fJii* '"** festival received its name from iJie 
'igUla, ythich were then exposed for sale and given u 



*2^8 to chUdren ; an«i tJmese sigriUa^ y>rerea^ ^ 

^"^i so striking a. pecciliarity in <*« ^?^^fb ^ tk *k^ " 
^-Piphany in the I»iaza;a. Sanfc' -Bustecii/ft ^e^JO<»^^ ^ 

Afte custom of giv-ine^ a.zicl x-eceivfa^iW^ "Ok^ ^ '^^ 

«jy n» means confined to cliilrf'^". Iti^^t^ %" 4^«.^ 
-SayaKjg. eren to tlio I>oi>© and <^«»^^^ o/r,'^V^Jti» ^*^o/ 
^ssmomg the form of a i-eligrio"« ^'"'^ V^6ol^^^i^^^\ °^ 

_ j:--^ ~ ^* - *^*'^* 

pronouncing a LatirT a,adx>esfir^ pi^cedinh^l^^nk^>^^ ^"^ ^ 
or ^Befana as it. xtr^a ^».11^^ ^^noia^'n^ ^r . ^^d*» ^>v 



the sum of two liundi-ecl sozuli. The Pop^l^^^t^ t^"^®^®'- 

Toaade a reply in i,atiii, and graciously alloL^ ^<i^i^^® ^P 

to kiss his foot. Xliis ceremony has bee.^^^ ^^«^t^^ 

the year 1802 ; but tKe Sef ana tribute of tiK ^^^*^<i since 

hundred saudi is still presented to the I»^c^^ J?'^^?/'* *:^^ 

^al Prodatorio in behalf of tbe coUege. -^l^Z^^ 

cionsly accepted. 

At the two periods of Cliristmas and. T^a^tex, ^© yoxwc^S 
Roman girls take their fi^rst eommunioxx. ^the lottaer, 
however, is generally- preferred, as it \». », ^eaaoxi. o^ "^^ 
joicing in the Cburcli., and. tlxe ceremoTc^^Cfe^ *^^^^\^^© ^ 
as at Easter. In entexrirxg \xpon tUa Tre^L^^oxift J^ ^^^la.^ 
their lif a, it is tbeir cixstoxr^ -to retire to ». ^^^1^^^ O^xv^^"^/ 
a week in prayer a-nd. reoxtxng tbe o€B.ci«« ol ^^-jcw'^^v^t 
Daring this period, x^o iriex^d, not e^^^n. ^^ tWvr "^^^ 
aUowed to visit thera, ajad. ixxf oxroatioi^ ^^ jAtvffVy ^"^"^ Z^ 
and condition is vory re.\^oti3.nt\y f^^^ ^^^^ol ^\.e cotv^te^ 
the door. In case of xllacxess, the phy s^^^^^t^ ^o^e^^^^^, 
is caUed ; and evoxi. tlxoxx xxexthex P^^^^^ ^^e^. O^ <^«^^^e 
them, except, perlxax>S' ^^ ^©^y f ^^"^^^.^ ^.^-ei^^oia. V^ ^^.X/ 

daring their stay '^J^ T^^^^-^^^^ ^^"^^^T^S^^ 
by the sisters t>o roxxAoxr «- l?°i^^ ^^.^ -fc^c^e. yox^^ ^^^^ 
stimulate the religlo^^ soxxsx\>ihtieB o 
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fpiB plefWupcB of society and the world are decrid^ 
cas^^^e charm'* *>* peace, devotion, and spiritual exmim 
»»* rfized. until sometimes, the excited imaginafjoa of tie 
e«^*'^yDicant leaves her no rest, before she haa letara^ 
'^'^CL convent, »nd taken the veil as a nun. The lappi- 
"■ of *Mnil»^^ ■* **"** sometimes destroyed ; and I toCTi 
»*^„„ry united and pleasant Roman family which in thfa 
**'*V*afl sadly broken np. Two of three 8iste« wereM. 
'^ Ved upon at uieir first communion that the prayers of 
T -w and friends proved unavailing to retain them in 
^Vn>«- Th^ ""''^ ^^y were iWi to remain, the 
re they d^ired to go, and the parents, brothere, and 
"" 'ning nBt«r ^^""^ forced to yield a most reluctant 
"'^ nt Th**? retired into the convent and became nnnB. 
It'^ Almost as it they had died. From that time for- 
d tli^ home wa8 no longer a home. I saw them when 
Tw took the veil, and a sadder spectacle was not easUy 
to be seen. The girls were happy, hut the parents and 
family wretched, and the parting was tearful and aad. 
They do not seem since to have regretted the atep they 
then took ; but regret would he unavailing, and even if 
they felt it, they «oold scarcely show it. The occupation 
of the sisters in the monastery they have joined is prayers, 
the offices of the Church, and, 1 believe, a little instruction 
of poor children. But gossip among themaelveg, of the 
pettiest kind, roust make up for the want of wider worldly 
interests. In such hmited relations, little jealousies en- 
gender great hypo'^^'sies ; a restricted horizon enlarges 
email objects. The repressed heart and introverted mind, 
deprived of their natural scope, conaume themaetvea in 
self-conacionaness, and dntiea easily degenerate into routine. 
We are not all in all to ourselyea ; the world has cWms 
upon us, which it is cowardice to shrint from, and folly 
to deny. Self-forgetfulness is a great virtue, and Belfisb- 
nesa a great vice- After all, the best religious service is 
honest labor. Large interests keep the heart aonnd ; and 
the best of prayers is the doing of a good act with a pure 
purpose. 

"He prayB™ o«at who loTeth Tiert 
Ail things, both great and HmaU; 
For the dear God who loTetli na, 
He maaa and loveth all." 




V. 



^£ GsLrmiv^ is over, wi|j^ 
The ^y confusio:^ ^^^o^, its showering ^ it^ ^^ 

tossing of flowers a*^^, ^i^onies running over w? Co,,^^ 
ite brilliantly drapea ^^^^g x-ows of joyous (^^^^{t ' 
faces, its barbaxie ^^^f ' A a^l die gli^foUy^'c^ >^f^ 
qnaintmasqueradixi^. «-. ^^^ in most respects ^^^ its Satui^ 
naJia. For SatarxxaOx^. ^^^^s, with its ^a^^^t \^^ ^be 

rf«^,ite uproar of ^ ^^^ pomt it materiaUy .^^eets, and 
all Its mad frolic ^X^^"^ fe^ta no criminal \, Offers, how^ 
fver ; for on the ^^^rxx^B it is this gay oc^''^d be pun- 
ched ; but in »^^^^^^o e^cecttte (ffiJtizi^^'^^on that the 
government selecte -i>eeii condemned to ^ '^^ ^^^^ P^^^ 

wretch who may ^^^^xrror into the crovrc^ ^eath, so as to 
strike a wholesoDoo^^ ^^loccoletti are ex? ' ^ ^^^ *^ ^ 
over now. Tlie ^^-^^& myriads of fi^J^^^g^ished, that 
flashed and daneed ^ ^ver the heads of ^^^®® ^^^ ^" 
dow and balcony^^^f^^ a,nd flowed in l^^ ^^^ roaring tide 
of people that ^^ Yx th£^ streets. The CN^y^^ eddies of 
wild laughter tbxoo.^ t&3^^^ ^^ its drar^ ^orso has become 
sober and staid, ^^^^A balls, with tK^^^^s. The fun is 
finished. THe ^^^^^tres are aU closeA^ ^^^ maschere, 
are over. Tlxe ^^ ^f sadness ; and ^^^ *^^ ®^™®' 

bringing its s®?^^^ down to Naples ^^ gay world of 
strangers is flocfe^^^^^Y^ t^7iosj5yo ' 

JS;i, Signore { ^^. (" Our asix^y^y^vale. Adesso e 
U cam&vale d^ fToxne/') ^U tK^'^J^ is over, and that 
of the priests l^as ^^^ J^>*a«i are going round 
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yy Rom^^ family, high and low, from the prince in 
^. ^^^^Jace to tb^ ^^^ ^ *^® <^<^Jd^^9 demanding " una santa 

Ws*P ^fifia -f^^ ahbondante santa elemostna, — ma ah- 

^^^^ 7»^« " and tvillingly pocketing any sum, from a half- 
hon^^ upward^* "^^^ parish priest is now making his 
^?V^ in everjr ^«^*^ ®^ *^® ^^ty^ *o register the names of 
^*^*?< tholics io ^ *^® houses, so as to insure a confession 
^® Aach duri*^^ *^^® season of penance. And woe to 
^^^ "ffht who **^ ^ ^^ ^^ duty! — he will soon be 
^^ ^t to hi^ tnarrow-bones. His name will be plar 
broug^ ^li^rch, and he will be punished according 

carded J^^^^^^g, — perhaps by a mortification to the 
to c^'l^'^ . _^^ by ^^ penance of the convent; and per- 
pocket, Vf^^"^^ be worse, if he be obstinate. So nobody 
haps ms ^^^^^ all go to confession like good Christians, 
is obstinate, an^^ ^^^ please, for the sake of pea^e, if not 
and conies fjb© Francescani march more solemnly up 

of absolution. ^ ^f ^j^^.^ cabbage-garden, studiously, 
and down tne ^^^.^ htrnd^, which they pretend to read ; 
with boofeB "^ ^ing out their snuff-stained bandanna and 
now and ^f^^^ corner to comer in search of a feasible 

measuring i -.opri**® function ; they are, however, really 
spot for Its app ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ j^^.^^^ ^^^ ^^ j^^ j^^^ 

only feeling ^^ ^^bief as a bag, the outside of which is 

upon a l^f^^ d, so that he may safely roll it up again 
never to be i^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ j^ ^^ 

into a litue j^. to his pocket. Whatever penance they 
fore J^^^f "^^"^^er Tiber or Santo Acquedotto, excepting 
do IS not V^^y^tions,— the exterior things of this world 
by mterna 'jbere is no meat-eating now, save on cer- 

being »g?o^f ^- ijen a supply is laid in for the week. But 
ite re opposites (contrary to the homoeopathic 
opposi s ^?'' . fnagro makes them grasso. Two days of 
f^tivarh ever, there are in the little church of San 
Pa Jzb and Isidoro when the streets are covered with 
sand and «t)rig9 of box and red and yeUow hangmgs 
flaunt before tbe po^ico, and scores of young boy-priests 
invade theiV^den, and tucking up iheir long skirts, run 
and scream ^o^g ^' cabbages ; for boyhood is an irre- 
pressible tii^g^ even under the extmguisher of a priests 
black dress. 



^^S CREDO. 

LENT — ^f'^^^^^e of a beU and tk ^^ 

Daay you wiU Ix^^ ^^^ street, and, looking ^^^^luuit 
of high child-voices ^^ ,^ ix. some refuse of tl^ gt, J 
wiUseetwo Utde boVf ^^Tca^rries a crucifix or ^ vJ^^Ui^ch's 
wardrobes, one of ^^^^^^ » bell and chants a^ j^% \,i^y^ 
cross, while the otHer ^^^ff ^ith other boys of ^^ loiters 
along; now stoppi^^^ Jv^es Istying down his <i^.^^ simUar 
age, -nay, even »* *7^exxi, ^ «?^ now renevv^^^ to dis- 
pute or struggle ^^^^iJ^.^ i- to call together th^ ^^ the ap- 
peal of the bell. '^If ^ixr Ca^tec^^s^^^ or to e:^^^^lldreii of 
the parish to lea^xx ^^^^^ ; &.nd these latter th/'^ise them 
in their Latin ^^^^^^ «,» s^snazmg volubility^ ^^ WiU rat- 
tle off ^.^.^ollv^ ^wvitix ^^ f ^hat thev mea w ^^d for tJiA 



in their Latin ^^^^^^ «,» »i»a,zing volubility^ ^^ WiU rat- 
tle off generaUy ^^ zji€>& o^ ^^*^ ^^^7 ^^a^^ ^^ ^or the 
most part without ^'^V^^fe ii^ n^y s^^adio, whe^^ V u 
I waa one day ^\SL\y\€> ^^ the next room, \^ ^ heard 
mm of a boy'^^t**^ ^^ ^f laughter ; then ^.^^^^^ in " 



the 



he understood, *"* ^a^es, inaW, „ K^^^^!l«f ^^^ 

SeJ Tthe cbori^ " ^ ^gain rang through 

my studio. , ^ ^rxo^ Hj v ".^7 ^- •«» from 

Wntime ***« ^a tb® Sabine Ho\i^^^»PPe»"°f.„^^ 
xr «L ftennaro »***\Keir tables m. ,**^tain8. Picnic par- 
??«?t^e»di»g ^^'Veter's fro^^* tte Pamfili Doria 
^"^ f Ld dra,^«^g V^'n^king ex^^ t\ie old wall neax by 
Pf «?,' revenue, — *»'^r speiS^^loBS to Frascati, Tus- 

ir^ S r«i-« .''f^^lt even the"Jv.^% o£ Veil, lost to *« 



T.. rtie rains <>» "T even the Ji ^% of Veil, lost to i«" 

"" U^^loS ag** **" Uing by tK^^ of it was unknown to 
world so loi^ ^ stroUi"B^J^''**^ ..y. „t r»otia or under 

the Csesars, -- o'^ J,^a> atCast^V :^^°''* "^LwCftyteees 
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nean that wau5li«8 the coast at half a mfle distant There 

b no lack of i^liicestiiatTuno has shattered and strewn 
— :»k ••olioa l^^^vuur Mature tn to^^^ i • . ■, , , 



u no lacK ox ^— ~~" -— . -.««« nas shattered and strewn 
with relics, le^^*^ Nature to festoon hep ruins and heal 
her wounds ^*tJ» tenderest vines and flowere, where one 
nay spend a, dwuming day, ^^ jream of the old times. 
Spring haa «*»"»«• !»« nightingales already begin to 
knhWe into «o»ff ««»"«■ the Lodovisi ik™ » La t n.. 



bobble into «oDg ™d« the Lndovisi ilexes » and k the 
Barberini G«-«*®'!*\^A»«^»Me8 hare snowed all over the 
Cainpagna, --- Pf "r^f «tar the grass, -crocuses and 
anemoMS ^^P'^J^l^^^^ l^'tween the rows of 
swinging gT«»» ^f^t?^?*^ **~^ «1»P«»- ^ e^enr 
K^^V'^^^oX S^e of sweet^n^ PannsviX 
^ are ofEerea y?!?^ J»"l« gu-ls and boys; aad at the 
^er of the 9**'^"^,^ po'^o « a splendid show of 
!2elU«h ^^ *^^W ****"^*« violets, and sold for » 

^rr^o^ *^^-„tte r .r**" *"•»« ^•^'^^te filled with 
thJe det«i«'*l^r thev ^I?t"" '^^y. *«» *»»« confectioners 

and «ar«»' ^^'^ f ond rf^- ^ -^^ ^*« "^P ' f"' ^he 
ItaliiWJS axe very Jt''? *** *™.^*<a, and prize it not only 
for its flavor but torits medicinal quaUties. Violets seem 
to rain over the vu^ in spring, — acres are purple with 
them, and the air au around is sweet with their fracrance. 
Every day, scores ot carriages are driving about the Boi- 
ghese grounds, '^™^° *»* . open to the public, and bun- 
dreds of children are running about, plucking flowers and . 
playing on the lovely slopes and in the shadows of the no-, 
ble trees, while thfflr parents etroU at a distance and wait 
for them in the f^^ ^^enues. There, too, you will see 
the young priests oi the various seminaries, with their 
robes tucked up, P^P^g at ball, and amusing themselves 
at various sports. At the Pamfili Doria villa, at times the 
English play their national game of cricket, on the flower- 
enameUed green, which is covered with the most wondrous 
anemones; aJ»d tnere ia& matinee of friends who come 
to chat and 1*""^ "°- ^™s game is rather "slow "at 
Bome, however, and does not rhyme with the Campaena. 
The Italians Uft their hands and wonder what there w in 

, ^ These be»«*^H«^T>^« »°^ disappeared, and its delight- 
fnl aUeys of ile*«« ^^J^^^J nightingales have been rutUeaslfoBt 
down to mie ro<»^ *<» "«^ akroeu and buildings. » y <"» 



Tr^G OUTSIDE THE G^ 

L.,T-srnr^^ ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^ 

it to &8cinate the ^^^^f^ because they do not *^ ^^ 
them a lazy, stupid ««^^ ^cUlone wdl not,^^^*^ 
Bat those who h*ve «^ii«»8, nor condemn th^^^^ps, ^ 
much wonder at tJxe A^ ^hen ^^ .^^f^^^^^ ^^"^^t not 
playing their own f^^J^ out of their only «^ t^^ the 
French hare turned ^.^r^estxt onlypaztenza.^ ***^theatre 
adapted for it, and le*^ ^^^y of the gates he ^y-, 

Hone drives on* ^-a««s axe putting fort^ ^.j^ ^See that 
spring is come. Tl*«^^f^ l>lo88oni, and m tl^^^ii- leaves, 



the ahnond-trees are ^VUxxg caue-poles, and t^j? "^'iueyard 
the mtadini are. ^^^7^ Here and there alotjJ***iiuig the 
Tines to ran upon *'^®"^ji, 3x»gg^ heavily ^^s the slopes 
the rude antique P^**rj^ rich loam, that nee^^S by great 
gray oxen, turns np ^ ^o"WeTS and grain. H^-. °Qly to be 
tickled to laugh on* »»* i,onfir®*' burning hea>^ ***^ *^^''^> 
Uie smoke of clisi^'*^ ^^^ dreamy purple hji^fs of useless 

stubble, shows »g**^ Axe X»r^^^^- One stbii ® *^® P"^' 
1m of cloud that led- ^ _-^iwhere, and hears vu " **»® ^^^^^ 
odor of these fires e^ex jr ^j^^^ ^^^^^^ j^ 

tie fields : — „*4«*J«»* cwpitwitibns ui^^ 

"Atquelevex^«^^ ^^^^^ been •alreacl^.f'"^'^" . 

The oUve orcH»J^° ^^ f rom destructio J ^^T^ ^f *^? 
Church, to preser^ * recautaon has beeiT^^J^ *!^P««* *°^ 
lightning, and to ^^attB offices ; and ^^"^^^ insurance 
liBsthaa at tHe^^be seen carefidly T^Twhere «^*t 
Sdes farmers ?^^oosenxng the so^ ^fT^.T^ Jfd 
dead branches, »»^ .^ ^l>out their old 

fantastic roots." ^^ ^»ys«i« «sfe»^ 

On /es<a^»y®. rVbo come out to Aeon mema) are 
crowdid by P*'^^^^"^ Sroy^ ot^ ^^^ under the green 
X« of vines, drJ^5^ » fry of eggs ^ tlie very spot, and 
S Semselves ^ ^„joy the deU^^ «Wped sausages, 

or a slke of h>^^.' * The old cardiSS""^ "^ ^ ^^"t^^ 
Lm the mountains. ^^eompanied^S descend from their 

S^ed carriages, ^^' ^^^^ ^^^^^^ V one of their house- 
1 Q-««A tlie Tretxeix 1®* j^ y ^ere rol^itw^^Uonc is again played in 



l^^ I JCfr 



TI iJZ 



a. T» '"an. 



:i: »^. I 



IT si 






"■^ ■• - ..• *niir Tlf 



4 «■»• 



k2 '^i 



€—*.«. _:tr^ 



— - - — ^ ir- j=^i?« irrtii?- 



^t:fc£. 



i.n.,-1 -inSa**^ ^"di Maria tn Tsdi, 



ffii.pl~..'"t S ~1~ Cl..0.t»pu.»... 

Cb' opw* « _ fied *''■ ""' ^*^ '^ «3r^ 

itwonldbedifficiJt to J bored tfan peraua^^Slon. ^ 

whch one ia toag»*^ or* "* »wi't«o»^ 

DtriiigiJl LoD^ "• ternell ° .?" pun^oni^' "■'n'di ■< 
ffliJirithllie eaxl>l« ^ ,„ted with ,„g„, i, • >>i«de if-j,, 

l«aiW,_ina o- 5"^ of SaiiG.a,,ppe,g,j,jW>ttoa..i, ^ 
But in the festival '***'^ljio corner of many J^ otoamented 
WJis are built »* ^^^^cU ^ ^^^Po le Caae ' the etreets. 
Mp«ially near t**® ^So -whicJ^ """e adorned y^;"^ the Borgo, 
sad at Sant' Easta*"* ^^^Dg trees, and hun J*'' S'eat green 
btanehes as large ^?L the " ^^eifo di <f *ith red and 
geM dranorios, "'■''''l-ldrons «f boding oj?"" Oiuseppf 
•r. fried i» bog" „„moii people. The,^ "<• I""!, "d 
imed out to tbe "°™i«;e'l ""etime, »i,^ '"««"> '•'"°'' 
are a delicate b»**f.„a tJi^ugh one need ^^ ^'^' *" eaten 
l,dlgoodCatl.ol»"J'„t eatmg, I„ f,„ >»« be a C.tholio 
to tod them »«<";,«<,»««» "> Pi-aiee „«* "' the ppinjipal 
li„«l„ are sWUOK JoUgbool" — .on,e * the Saint, of the 
™,1t ai of li^.Jtoaay aereendod (^« them declaxing 
thatMereuryba" i^ ^ .ocuie a W„ «» Olympui at the 
tommand of tbo g°" boUe"'" to nal,|\>npply of the frit- 
ter., and praying *5-be l*""' "Itenintj J»ute, " *''" "? 
be no more left- _,^„„^ "»»«,' ««'" '""" P""^ 

1 Here ie one <»* .*r^ ^ ^*^>pied from a boo* m 

fb. P«— Barber"' • ..„. „.„. ,. 
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V)ng polf„ ««? '^f aboat strung with rings of hundreds 

of ou»««*««f(» ^i*,«^f ' «»Ued jumMe in English), which 

„e Bcreamed for sale at a me,^ baiocco each. Tlere is 

no alternative but to get a dram, whistle, or trumpet - 

join in the ""'ket - and fiU one's pocket with toys for the 

children and absurd presents for older friends. The mc 

ment you «"«^® "'*»', \and making as much noise as 

ybu can, you be«n *? rebsh the jest The toys are very 

odd — particdady the Roman whistles; some of these 

are made of pewter, with a KtUe wheel that whirls as you 

blow ; others «?« ?J terra^tta, very rudely modeUed kto 

every '»*^P®, "*. '''J^' '»««8\ a^ human deformity, each 

with a whistle m ite head, breast, or tail, which rt is no 

joke to hearjwhen blown close to your ears by a stout pair 

ti T^ u * °l/* ertremely picturesque. AWe, 
Ae dark vault of mght, witii its far stars, the blazmg and 
flarmg of hghte below, and the great, dark walls of the 
Sapienza and church looking grimly down upon the mirth. 
Everywhere m the crowd are the glistening heknels of 
soldiers, who are mmng m the sport, and 5ie ehapeam 
of white^rtrapped^era<ia»^«,, standing at intervals tolMep 
the peace. At about half-past eleven o'clock the theatres 
are emptied, and tiie upper classes flock to the Piazza. I 
have never been there later than half-past twelve, but the 
notous fun still contmued at that hour ; and for a week 
afterwards the squeak of whistles may be heard at inter- 
vals in the streets. 

The whole month of December was formerly dedicated 
to Saturn, and was given up to the wild festivities of the 
Satnrnaha, of which Carnival and Twelfth-Nieht retam 
many striking features. The Moccoletti, for instance, is 
manifestly a reproduction of the Saturnalian Cerei ; and 
the ancient custom of electing a mock king at this season 
is still a characteristic ceremony of Twelfth-Night Under 
Augustus, tile Saturnalia proper only occupied tii^e days, 
tiie 17tii, IStii, and 19tb of December ; but two days were 
afterwards added under the name of the Opalia; and, 
still later, the SigiUaria increased the number of ^ys to' 
seven. This last festival received its name from the 
tigiUa, which were then exposed for sale and given as 



CBRimiAS— REmREMJUfT To OOKv^ 

. •„ ^^JS 

toTstoeJaMren; aaA these »*£"«« ''era neith^ " 9i 

k" Uuj litUo earthem^'"'^"' fiB"™* ™il«r to « »«>» 

ThemM„„o£(ri-.rii.K and re<>e™e pn»nfa .. ^ ^"n of 
" by n. TO^ eSnftnod to "^^™- H !■ i^ ^ifii^. 
te-diig .,.„ to the Fope and CoUeg, rf Cari»6S'*» 
•f™^8tk.form of a. roUgiou. mj ,j„t„^^ai^, .. 
0» Epjl„ „o™ing, the Cardua, p,^^ „^>««, m, 
'""J "f tie CoUege of ninety-nine ap„fc,]i„ ,^>io.^»°«J 

<*g« to the Pope, upon wluoh o„. „, ^ ^f^lO "•''> 
P™o«,ei„j, » Latin addi-e-s, pko.d i„ jj, h^«U,l^'" »' "■« 

•^Md .t thirty-flve sf^*;,.,*' «Moe ^» ^ii^f^ 
""•lime, «t gold, and together^u, ^ V^ w ™ 
«••«« of t„l hundred «^. ThePop^Sate^n; 
XKl. . reply to Latin, «°l£»»Oudj, .y« U, acc^° °? 
1. ki» hi. ioot. Tin- "J^""/ ki S^*sd IheSSi' 

th. yet 1802 ; ^nt tj"' =«'2 '7''"'° «\^ ""''^ ■™» 
himdnd.»«<2i i» »•»" f i/ „f5 "^ "■« li'""«lne of tw, 
diial Prod»torio in beha" "' tl,, ooUog^ope bj. the Cm^ 
ciMBly accepted. , mm'sh^ ^- and atill gnv- 

At the two periods of CtaMna, „^ 
Eomm girl, take .^''■' ,?,fj°'»»iia: *l»lM-. Ite yonng 
joicing in the Churoh, aM ™ ^W^, >S a „„„„ „( ,«- 

ll,eb Ha, U i. the.r "»»'°^J "> tj Wigion. ph«e of 
. .cell in prayer 5"";„ ^end ?" o» " convent and pu> 
ftmng thi. period, "" JV'3' """t "ioe, of th. Chnieh. 
dlowAto™it thero, ""? '™™"»tC«» tleir parent.,!, 
«id condition to "^ Twrn^l,^ <te5 " *» '!'«» ''•■1* 
the door. In case of ""=". the j^d sparingly given at 
billed, and even than n.ithe, g>aici« of'iie cony.nt 
Uiem, eicept, perhaps, m ™r, ag«.»e„t i. Jlowed to see 
dniing their stay in *«« convem^ v^j^^ ^^^^^ q^ conine, 
by tile Bietera to render » motij,^>,ery exertion i. tnade 
»i«idato the religious •enoDihtl^ «l^ Bo agreeable, and to 
^ tbe young communis 
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^ The pleasures of society and the world are decried, 
^ A^ilie cbaTDOft ^^ peace, devotion, and spiritual exercises 
A ^zed, until sometimes, the excited imagination of the 
muxiicant leaves her no rest, before she ha« returned 
to^e convent, and taken the veil as a nun. The happi- 
A of f auiilies is thus sometimes destroyed ; and I knew 
one very united and pleasant Roman famUy which in this 
way "^^^ sadly broken up. Two of three sisters were so 
worked upon at their first communion that the prayers of 
family and friends proved unavailing to retain them in 
their home. The more they were urged to remain, the 
more they desired to go, and the parents, brothers, and 
remaining sister were forced to yield a most reluctant 
consent. They retired into the convent and became nuns. 
It was almost as if they had died. From that time for- 
ward, the home was no longer a home. I saw them when 
they took the veil, and a sadder spectacle was not easily 
to be seen. The girls were happy, but the parents and 
■ family wretched, and the parting was tearful and sad. 
They do not seem since to have regretted the step they 
then took ; but regret would be unavailing, and even if 
they felt it, they could scarcely show it. The occupation 
of the sisters in the monastery they have joined is prayers, 
the offices of the Church, and, I believe, a little instruction 
of poor children. But gossip among themselves, of the 
pettiest kind, must make up for the want of wider worldly 
interests. In such limited relations, little jealousies en- 
gender great hypocrisies; a restricted horizon enlarges 
small objects. The repressed heart and introverted mind, 
deprived of their natural scope, consume themselves in 
self-consciousness, and duties easily degenerate into routine. 
We are not aU in all to ourselves ; the world has claims 
upon us, which it is cowardice to shrink from, and folly 
to deny. Self-forgetfulness is a great virtue, and selfish- 
ness a great vice. After all, the best religious service is 
honest labor. Large interests keep the heart sound ; and 
the best of prayers is the doing of a good act with a pure 
purpose. 

" He prayeth best who loveih best 
All things, both great and small; 
For the dear God who loveth us, 
He made and loveth all." 
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toasiog. ^y confusion af n 
ever. ^^ ^'^Uc. r„ ^«'^^'•»^a^^a/ » t,^^***^^"^* S»*'* 



T^e las* ^'^ »*»*o the cpo^ 
*adla^;V*^t ebbed a.^^ ^^ ^^^^^s o1 

t5„--. Th^ Tb^^^2 l^a^^w^^^^^^ 

^P" « flocki^^ J^ «a.dxies8 ; and ^ 

,-®A,Sf^^«J"»S dowxi to ISfapies. 

^* 'ie priestfl Ko -^^^^^- C" Our carni^raJ. 
pnestshas oome.-> .aoi the/V-c:^^- 

^ Under the present g-overm^e^-fc of Italy ^;b.« 

^^n'^^'"'^''^^^*^**^ «* ^ixoxn. «^«r takes :^m 
aUy in the amy for tli« ^^ossc^s-fc of crixnea ^ij 
tenuatmg circumstances. XTiia.er -tlx© PapaX s 

« death were strictly e:s:€»o-u.-e^<5L -wT^tli. tHe gTai3J_<i 

mere form as at preseixt;- -A^ sexm-tonce of d.e», ^^ 

llllprigOfllBent lor life, -^WT-tii. t^lxe csJcLstx^ce of «^ 
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t^ «vftTV Boxnan family, high and low, from the prince in 
^Sse to the boy in the cajf «, demanding "wm santa 

d&mosvMit ^^ ahb(ynda7vte santa elemosina^—nui ab- 

hondante}' and willingly pocketing any sum, from a half- 
baiocoo upwards. The parish priest is now makmg nis 
visits in every ward of the city, to register the names of 
the Catholics in all the houses, so as to insure a confession 
from each during this season of penance. And woe to 
any wight who fails to do his duty !— he will soon be 
brouirht to his marrow-hones. His name will be pla- 
carded in the church, and he will be punished according 
to circumstances, — perhaps by a mortification to the 
pocket perhaps by the penance of the convent; and per- 
haps i^ ^**^ ^^^ ^® worse, if he be obstinate. So nobody 
is ohstinsLtey and all go to confession like good Christians, 
and confess what they please, for the sake of peace, if not 
of Hdolution- The Francescani march more solemnly up 
and^^own the alleys of their cabbage-garden, studiously, 
fh "books i» *^®"* hands, which they pretend to read; 
^^a then taking out their snuff-stained bandanna and 
^^^ nVing i* ^^^ corner to comer in search of a feasible 
^n^€or its appropriate function ; they are, however, really 
onl^ feeling by ^e ^em for the inside, for an Italian looks 
UDon » handkerchief as a bag, the outside of wHch is 
never *<> ^^ ^^^1 so that he may safely roll it up again 
into^ little round baU, and polish off his nose with it, be- 
fore jretnmingr i* *^J^^ pocket. Whatever penance they 
do IB Tiot to Father Tiber op Santo Acquedotto, excepting 
by internal ablutions, — the exterior things of this world 
hein£C ignored. There is no meat-eating now, save on cer- 
tain festivals, when a supply is laid in for the week. But 
oppoj^ites cure opposites (contrary to the homoeopathic 
rule) ^ ^"^ ^^^^ magro makes them grasso. Two days of 
festi^^^' howeve:^ there are in the little church of San 
^a,tJri^^^ ^^^ Isidore), when the streets are covered with 
fiaaa, ^^r ®P"^ J^^^ ^^^ ^ed and yeUow hangings 
tiaixx^^ l>efore the portico, and scores of young boy-priests 
&r^^^ '^^'^ garden, and, tucking up theh- long skirts, run 
'^nd i3^:^^»^^among the cabbages ; for boyhood' is an irre- 
pre^^*'»^?^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^"^^^^ the extinguisher of a priest's 
blacfe: ^Jxess. 



cmo„ .% one of ^v-hmin tiB.irri^m a crtlci'B» ^lf^& . Ct-, 



cross 'Ilk* V"" ^^ wiiom oaj-z-i«»s a crticifi, ^^^g Oh.'^'^>, 
•lon^' '* tto other rings » boll and ciu,, t»^*'la p?'' J^* 
i age,ti^°^ ^^oppi^S *•> clia£F vritb otJiep^t^*" a (,j *lU^c^^<* 

' Pute "^^y- even at tixnea la-yixig- down l^^^*** L® bK^* 

/«!/ J,!^'" '"*'" them, and »o» ,^ « o( »« loj^lt 

X~5.?«l»fl. This i» to oaU tosret4,*<»»? c, ■> si^f, 

ff "«"• I-alu, „,po„«e» ; and thow )»»^ ">« "> eb, ** 
mJi S'MnJIjr with an amaaiinsr '■"'"(S^k **«!?;'4-6„''l'- 
««>« part rtthout an idea of what th,,.">lj5^ tC^'w t? " 
A waa one day at work in nay studio. ^*^„'^>, J'y »m ^em 
"umnur of a boy's treble in the neit n Ij, »>id f 'at- 

»y andden .,pIo,i„a, o« langhter ,- l| ^ " 'the 

5°» J^aia interrupted in tbo .anje waj-, .>, * ba,^ 

™'. «■ inqnire tiie oanso of thi» "o^. , r\*%»*"» <o ,. ""> 
**» boj.6„j,„ i„ the centre of a ^:^»» ""Wa^o^poa 

p"'"'. ■"« lo me "arik hear Feppiiio^»^t»7J I «»|_ •!>• 

^""".H, Credo wa. in 5'^""-°»l o».»-^»>.??S:-- Xy' 
;??»iWK,od,aad he poured .t forU, *»^ £?•' lu^'fdo.- ^ 

?|rfe^Vf°ir.s^?-r:^t5l'|ff 

^KwiTiethe snow i» gr»^».^? di,^^^ ""« a-otSt 
**G.„ nd^e Sab.ne S'^^jg^--^^, ^ 

. "ra Bpreadine '"^ -i-. *.„.„'« from tli^ ^ ^t*»*>^^'^^'« ¥»'- 

m -d d„wi^ „^*-^t1iVeS'S.S;. -s? ^-^^v-vi-; 

••r,the ruins of t^** J^n the site of it -»^-,^;^^^»a«'*; 
<»long ago ^"-tj^ ty the .W »t «S?5,;S^^^„ 

;2:pli'..ntpJ»»^_-^» .o„=d ot«>. -fc>.^-^~^i«<- 
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nean «*»* ^^tes Ae coast at half a mile distant There 
i8 no lafk of places aiat Time has shattered and strewn 
with J-eli<». lea^ Nature to festoon her ruins and heal 
her pounds with tenderest vines and flowers, where one 
epend a chammg day, and dream of the old times. 
Spring has «<«»«• The nightingales already begin to 
babbl«.«t« "ongjmderthe Ludovisi ilexes ' iid k^the 
Barbe^ruu Gardens. I^isies have snowed aU over the 

Camp»-g»a.-P«"r"Sr ^'^^ **»« grass, -crocuses and 
anemoxie^ "".P'^^J*^* «P?«e8 between the rows of 

springing g""",*'"^,™®?^^! brown slopes. At every 
^f^ *»^ V*'!?*!^^*^ SS^ «f sweet^cented Parma viZ 
lets are offered y«°>l^ttle girls and boys; and at the 
comer oi the Cof^^^^^^ Corso is a splendid show of 
camelliafl? aet rnXo}^l of double violets, and sold for a 
song. I^T »''«1 *!" °„°f ■?»««<« huge baskets filled with 
these d^cious violete, on their way to the confectioners 
and eaff^^ where they will be made into sirup; for the 
Italians are very fond of this bihita, and prize it not only 
for its flavor but for ite medicinal quaUtiesf Violets seem 
to rain over the viUas in spring, —acres are purple with 
them, and the air all around is sweet with their fragrance. 
Every day, scores of carriages are driving about the Boi- 
ghese grounds, which are open to the public, and bun- 
dreds of chddren are running about, plucking flowers and . 
playing on the lovely slopes and in the shadows of the nc. 
ble trees, while their parents stroU at a distance and wait 
for them m the shady avenues. There, too, you wiU see 
the young pnests ot the various seminaries, with then- 
robes tucked up, playmg at baU, »nd amusmg themselves 
at various sports. At the Pamfili Doria villa, at times the 
English play their national game of cricket, on the flower- 
enameUed green, which is covered with the most wondrous 
anemones ; and there K&rmtinee of friends who come 
to chat and look on. This game is rather "slow "at 
Borne, however, and does not rhyme with the Campagna 
The Italians lift their hands and wonder what there is in 

1 These beautiful gardens hare now disappeared, and its delight, 
ful alleys of ilexes haunted by nightingales hare been ruthlessly out 
down to make room for new streets and hii;i.i{n«i 



down to make room for new streets and buildings. 






» to <y'f^^;X*^V^f^f their o^^^^ *»" 

5"'woi>*^* a^»^ T^%^^ ftixe gates he ^n ^^t™ 

^ucbjVei' 'L^f%ff' *^y '^^.e patting fonh^ .^^^ 

S^5 tV-^^j^, S'-^fl ^' "^-S%> ^^t 

S» iCS*-' a^ ^lo*^'' fii^ tesS ^^ £^ 



of clo?*l fires ev ^^i****** ,.„^_ , 



£ fi^dB : - , ,,^ atiP-^e ^^Se«nl^ VS"^ ^ the 



^ „UYe orcb»f^el»» Irtti***^* ; *"« *^^^^ insurance 
^'"^^'TSi^^i^o'^^^ ^« "^^ ^W^^e away the 

dead braacbj,, ^*yj> ^^ on^ ^der the ^een 

^'^y^f'^ Kry'' .^e nigs anfe ^^^ 'vol and 
0» /ff^^e* ^^^ ^'i.edeUci^ ''topped sausages, 

arboTS of vines^^ ^^ ^^^oj^^ ''SStJ* ^«8cend from their 

xegale ^^^f fJS' **" 'T^^o^?* ^ «^* of their house- 
ox a slice of W'^'tjiS. g^c*^ (18^6), »„„ . , ^. 
i^Zthf, BiOttDt*^ a.» ^e I* ^V^'^ione is again played « 
from the ". geSi *^ ** ^^^*^\thMAM ^Vvmh engineers, 
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hold and followed by their ever-present lackeys in harle- 
quin liveries, totter along on foot with swollen ankles, 
lifting their broad red hats to the passers-by who salute 
them, and pausing constantly in their discourse to enforce 
a phrase or take a pinch of snttff.* Files of scholars from 
the Propaganda stream along, now and then, two by two, 
their leading stringy swinging behind them, and in their 
ranks all shades of physiognomy, from African and 
Egyptian to Irish and American. Youths from the Eng- 
hsh College, and Germans, in red, go by in companies. All 
the minor schools, too, will be out, — little boys, in black 
bats, f(^owing the lead of their priest-master, (for all 
iJaasters are priests,) orphan g^rls in white, convoyed by 
Sisters of Charity, and the deaf and dumb with their TEkSOr 
t©5®. Scores of ciociari, also, may be seien in faded scarlets, 
^th their wardrobes of wretched clothes, and sometinies a 
basket with a baby in it on their heads. The contadini 
^ho have been to Rome to be hired for the week to labor 
^ the Campagna, come tramping along, one of them often 
^ounted on a donkey, and followed by a group carrying 
^^^pJenients with them; while hundreds of the mid- 
pain'^^^"* ^"sbands and wives with their children, and 
thej- *i *?.^ pot.z.^ne with all their jewelry on, are out to take 

Q ^^^da,y stroll, and to see and be seen. 
Ci(,>, ^-^ f^ J^ 'i^liile the sadness of Lent is broken by a 
xu^ *^sti v^I, when all the f asters eat prodigiously, and 
d^y^ .^^ ^*^r *ilxeir usual Lenten fare. One of the principal 

^inaen ^^^^ ^^ *^® ^^^^ ^^ March, dedicated to San 

^itle^^' C*^^ most ill-used of all the saints,) when the 

^'th hrX^?^ ixi Capo le Case, dedicated to hmi, is hung 

^^oj^f^^ J*^a.rx±i <3raperies, and the pious flock tMtber in 

/^ 4^^ ^ s^y tilieir prayers. The great curtain is swaying 

^^^^^i oo:Kis-ta.ntly as they come and go, and a file of 

'^ *4a^^f-"_ *^^ ®*®P^ ^ relieve you of haiocchi. Beside 

ellow who sells a print of the Angel appeal^ 
^I>pe in a dream, and warning him against 
" sjr. Four curious lines beneath the print 
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^ is of Ae p^"' °' ^^"'Panying the S^dinal. 
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w ^Y^etv one sees the quantily of provision laid in by 
'^feTendeirB. Their prajrer, however, is heeded by aJl; 
A ^ gay Bcene enough it is, — especially at night, when 
ISae great cups fiHed with lard are lighted, and the shadows 
dance on the crowd, and the light flashes on the tinsel- 
cohered iestoons that sway with the wind, and illnminates 
the booth, while the smoke rises from the great caldrons 
which flank it on either side, and the cooks, all in white, 
ladle out the dripping fritters into large polished plattere, 
and laugh and joke, and laud their work, and shout at the 
top of their lungs, " Mcco le helle, ma belle fiUtelle ! " For 
weeks this frying continues in the streets ; hut after the 
day of San Giuseppe, not only the sacred fritters are made, 
but thousands of minute fishes, fragments of cauliflower, 
broceoli, cabbage, and artichokes go into the hissing oil, and 
are heaped upon the platters and vases. For all sorts oi 
fries the Romans are justly celebrated. The sweet olive- 
oil, which takes the place of our butter and lard, makes the 
fry light, delicate, and of a beautiful golden color ; and 
spread upon the snowy tables of these booths, their odor is 
so appetizing and their look so inviting, that I have often 
been tempted to join the crowds who fill their plates and 
often their pocket-handkerchiefs (can rispetto) with these 
golden fry, ''Jritti dorati,*' as they are called, and thus 
do honor to the Saint, and comfort their stomachy with 
^®Jy ^ood, which quells the devil of hunger within. 

cm?^^ festival of San Giuseppe, which takes place on the 
19th of March, bears a curious resemblance to the Libera- 
\.'^l *^® ancient Romans, a festival in honor of Bacchus, 
wnich was celebrated every year on the 17th of March, 
wnen priests and priestesses, horned with garlands of 
mIlt?T .^''^^ ^^ «i*y wi^e, honey, cakes, and sweeir 
whi^h ^^^^^^"^ ^th a portable altar, in the middle of 
time to time* ^^^ ^''^'^^ (foctdus), in which, from 
become a booth IT r^^ ^"^^^^ The altar has now 
Httle fisheR 7 ' ^^ffo^^us a caldron, the sacrifices are of 
taken the nwl* 4 ^\^^ ^*^««' ^^^ San Giuseppe has 
despite th^sr dfff ^^''**' ^'*'®'' ^**^^ » but the festival 
resemblance i^^^^^Tf^* ^*^® ^^^^ grotesque points of 
that the latter looks like the f ormerjo^t « 



ia tk T*« is still one's £&ce, lEo-w«ver dig* «- 
theft- ^^ of a spoon ; aMi<i, perliaps, if H» 
were!!^ ^^7 o* **»« .A^tliesteria,, when e ti^ < 
^.f offered in honor of Baoclms, 67 p^J^^ ® 
S?P^* I^beraUa, w« sfaaJl easily firet V<^|*«<i 
to ^"«eppe. ^^? 

-.^ot not only at tfais fcimo »n<l »* toes^ **«»«: 

£2» to be foimd. It 




If one 
middle 

Wd goats, sheep, and ^r»y '^'^^^J^^ J?^' 
Jeletons of broken a«l«e«i««*«' "" "ti*^ J^^rt^e 
n>edi»val toT^ew, and tl.« f oregronn<J >^l^^i^ 

^^<l°e groups of^asa^te, ^**?t. ***?^f? ^^^' * 
"T *"«* go, and men from ^« ^*^J»^^^.^ 

^^»Veco™„W«^ counting t^*^^ o^^^O:^o 



-.-vuave come from covLn^^'^\& "„«v. "^^*» *»«■ 
"^^-^^fe or ^^sr along **'®- 'fff' ^^^»**> 

,i^^>^tfesta, **^j;^^*f^een nule* 1£. *^ 
»; <irotta,Perrata, «'2*^ «* 3V£aa-cli, and so.S'* 



,«Ke8 place on the ^Stlx ^^^^y^ channm^ 
MT and picturesq.ne, ?^^ soxne of bisnati.^ 
>i,fc,8ee and ba» ^^t xnoxning open cs^ 
ey<t o'clock i» **^^ *sa.r^ Giovanni, a^ 
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peasaaatA line the ^iray, beggars scream from tiie . 
donkeys bray, carrette rattle along, until at last we arrive 
at a long meadow ^v^luch seems alive and crumbling with 
gayly dressed figures that are moving to and fro as thick aB 
ants upon an ant-hill. Here are gathered peasants from 
all the country villages within ten miles, all in tiheir festal 
costumes ; along the lane which skirts the meadow and 
leads through the great gate of the old fortress, donkeys 
are crowded together, and keeping up a constant and out- 
rageous concert; mountebanks, in harlequin suits, are 
making faces or haranguing from a platform, and inviting 
everybody into their penny -show. From inside their 
booths is heard the sound of the invariable pipes and 
drum, BxA from the lifted curtain now and then peers 
forth a comic face, and disappears with a sudden scream 
and wild gesticulation. Meantime the closely -packed 
crowd inoves slowly along in both directions, and on we 
go through the archway into the great court-yard. Here, 
under the shadow of tiie monastery, booths and benches 
stand i» 'ows, arrayed with the produce of the country 
villages^ ■ — shoes, rude implements of husbandry, liie 
coarse woven fabrics of the country people, hats with 
cockades and rosettes, feather brooms and brushes, and 
household things, with here and there the tawny pinch- 
beck ware of a peddler of jeweliy, and little framed pic- 
tures of the Madonna and saints. Extricating ourselves 
from the crowd, we ascend by a stone stairway to the 
walk around the parapets of the walls, and look down upon 
the scene. How gay it is ! Around the fountain, which 
is spilling in *^® centre of the court, a constantly vary- 
ing group is gathered, washing, drinking, and filling their 
flasks and vases. Near by a charlatan, mounted on a 
table, with a canvas behind him painted all over vnth o^o. 
cabalistic figures, is screaming in loud and voluble tones, 
the virtues of his medicines and unguents, and his skiU J° 
extracting teeth. One need never have a paijg in tootft, 
ear, head, ov stomach, if one will but trust t/his wonder- 
ful promises. In one little bottle he has the famous wat^ 
which rene^rs youth ; in another the lotion which f^**^®?* 
love, or cures jealousy, or changes the fright mto w 
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^ mnore i paralitici, 
5P?<iisce gli apopletici, 
Oli asmatici, g^li artritioi, 
Qli isterici, e diabetici ; 
Guarisoe tiinpaiiitidi 
£ BOTof oli e rachitidi ; 
B fino il mal di f egato, 
Che in moda divent6. 
Gomprate il mio specifico, — 
Per poco io ye lo do. 

And so on and on and on. There is never an end of that 
voluble gabble. Nothing is more amusing than the Italian 
ciarlatafw, wherever you meet him ; but, like many other 
national characters, he is vanishing, and is seen more and 
more rarely every year. 

But to return to the fair and our station on the parapets 
at GrottarFerrata. Opposite us is a penthouse (where no- 
body peaks and pines), covered with green boughs, whose 
jutting eaves and posts are adorned with gay draperies ; 
and under the shadow of this is seated a motley set of 
peasants at thei^ lunch and dimier. Smoking plates come 
in and out of the dark hole of a door that opens into 
kitchen and cellar, and the waiters flourish their napkins 
and cry constantly, " Veitffo subito," '' Eccomi qm^ 
whether they come or not. Big-bellied flasks of rich 
Grotto - Ferrata wine are filled and emptied; bargains 
are struck for cattle, donkeys, and clothes ; healths are 
pledged 5 ^d toasts are given, and passatella is played. 
, -out ij^xere is no riot and no quarrelHng. If we lift our 
^Jes f jrom this swarm below, we see the exquisite Cam- 
^gti^ ^th its silent, purple distances stretching off to 
^oJHe ^^^ tear the rush of a wild torrent scolding in the 
fi^orgQ 'i^elow among the stones and olives. 

■^Ut -^bH^ we af ® ^^&®™g here, a crowd is pushing 

^^U^lx ^^^ ^^ inner court, where mass is going in the 

*^"^^^ ^Id chttrch. One has now to elbow his way to 

©nte^^ a^^ ^ ground the door, even out into the middle 

^^^nl ^{yrvtadini a^ejoieeling. Besides this, the whole 

place* f^ekA intol^^^^f with garlic, which, mixed with 

^^fts i incenB^ ^^™ *^© church within and other un- 

^^^U^^hl^ siXjeU^^ mate such a compound that only a 



I.BNT— aJsrroNs and garlic. ^os 

nose can stand it. But stand it we muat, ^ we 
see Xtomenicliino's frescoes in the chapel wi**"" '' 
ms they are tuaaoag the best products oi Ma «sol4 and 
it talent, we grasp, and push on, — the most i**"*"^ 
te getting throusrh. Here in this old monastery. ^^Lv, 
•ly goes, he sought reftige from the fierce Salvatot j^^e* 
r whom Ids life \raa threatened, and here 1*® ^^le»*' 
^e of his best works, shaking in his shoea '^^^e 'i^\ 
faea we have examined these frescoes, we Ixarve ^g^ e**^ 
ur of Grotta-Ferrata ; and those of us who ««re "^^ o^^ 
hare brought with us a well-packed hamper, «^*^X< ^®^^- 
^ one of the red artificial roses which evearyV>otfS ^, \ 
»Ke a charming- drive to the ViUa Conti., ^^'S-^^^Ls^C' ^jve 
?<M>ieri, and there, under the ilexes, forget -tla.« %V»*^ 
Mh the day with a picnic, and retvim to :^ft.«>'«3«»» ..aS^®* 

western sun is painting the Alban Hill. _ ^i>. ^"^^^ 

And here, in passing, one word on the «**^^**^^?^,jV»!B*^ tx9»<i 



■ojia Here, in passing, one wor<l on me "'-^^^'-ZfZ-^^ !<»*■« 
whose odor issues from the mouths of e^""!:^ i^^» I ^l,<it 
«ke the fames from the maw of Fa(r»j«:»-«»*- ^^yjjs*® V>*a-j 
f TOiybodj eats them in Italy ; ^\^^^~^ «j>'2^6«^ «e»« 
mem to their dishes to give them a *^T^^^^._ "^ \ «" V>»*' 
'We them not only as a flavor but as » Jt^ ^^ .^LVd^rv^v *^:w5V» 
a formal introduction of then* is ««^«-^, - -^a-^^ Z^^-<^ ]^'* 
*at the result ia far from disagreeato^^ '^*^li'^^ XS>^ 

""tmate, and absorbing relatoo^ ^^^^^^^ -f^^»^l^,^ve 
iwd the lowest classes is ^S^**^* , r^-*i?^^=^5^V.^«^*«^^ 
is "tolerable and not, to be ««<^^^b. -=»^ ^S^ tP»**^ Aoof 

can procure a raw «P^**^^^^a to^a'^^^a^^^S ^^^''^oiTl 
does not want » aumer ». «?^ ^^e a. "^i^^^^aVftce A. »Ve8^ ■ 

many a one may b« seen f'ij^^^ish t** S- -^^^ o»iJ»^^ ' 
rtep, or making » «*^^^tS^^e^eal, ^-^^S^-^***' ** 7^ 
ckeerfuBy munching tlMS f l?f'*^a,,:e pa-^-^^^V^^* S'** 
after it, fnU lengtli^ "g**^ «a. cl».a«ibeta -^^^ 
ifiarere in tb^ I»«'^'*""" „^ oo^'-^.^^^^ *^^'^'\,^\-'^ 

'" Nor i» 
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tion to those t^J^ ""i?*''^!?'*"^ ««d AgUo. There is an 
«odoT «« "•»«*^^. E^"!-*®™' *°™ «P our noses M we 
may. The ancient ^^yptians oflfered them lu finrtAnits 
upon the alt«« 5»f ."^J gods, and employed them also in 
the Be™« «« S^„i*^ ' **?? ™«J» ^as their attachment to 
them, that the «<»M«y » of Moses hankered after them de- 
spite Ae inauna,«nd longed for « the leeks and the onions 
and the garlic ylMch&ey did eat in Egypt freely." Nay, 
even the fa«ta.ho^ Greeks not only us^'^Lm af a charS 
against the E^ Eye, but ate them with delight In the 
"Banqu^" of Xenophon, Socrates speciaUy^recommenS 
th«m, and Galen Asconrses wisely and at length on theb 
admirable qualities. On Ais occasion, sere^ cnrious 
reasons for Iheir use are adduced, of wWch we who de- 
spise them should not be ignorant Niceratus says that 
they rehsh weU with wine, citing Homer in con&iiation 
of his opimon ; CaUuw aflirms that they inspire courage in 
battle; and Charmida* clenches the 4tte? by dectoLg 
tl^t Aey are most useful in "deceiving a jeidous^ 
who, findmg her husband returned with hi* breath smelW 
of omons, would be induced to believe he had not saluted 
any one whde from home." Deepige them not, therefore, 
O Saxon ! for tiiey pedigree is long, and they are sacied 
pk«te. Happdy for you if H^ nelsons do not persuade 
you agaimt your will, there is a certain specific against 

tZ^ ^'^^^' *"** y"" ^ ^^ ^^ 

The time of the church processions b now coming, and 
S?r T^ sP^^r*." tokes place on the 29th of MarclCfrom 

£f„.^!f ^^ ""1"^ ^^^ "^y «**"<» ^^ Uttle variar 
S. Z "^ *^« °*r- These processions, which toe 

W^JuL ''' ^'^- T""^ 't y**'' a" '^ honor of the 
maaonna, or some samt speciaUy reverenced in the nai^ 

SS;te^\ 1^. "^^^ ^\ ^^' -^ the^p^ffi 

passing through aU its principal streets, and every window 
and balcony is decorated with yeUow and crim^n^«J 
E. WK ""*•* '^^'^ ?^ ^^^ «y^ The front of the 
^^velS "^"^ '^^ *\* f^* ^^"^ to it are spread 
A^ ^!l: ^°* *'^®'' ^^"'^ *" scattered sprigs of box. 
Aner tne procession ha« been organized in the church, 



^^^ Sonfal^^* "^^^mpaniedi '"^^'^ greiU lanterns o^ 
» **e pariTr*'^^ and forrr^ l "»« ** the Cross, wbicb 

^»f'*t^i;?'^.«^oWen ivy-J^tS^'"'' :i *»?«« wooden ct-J; 

'^'^e £S^^* *^^ere|^ ^f ' '*« weight. ^ :Ne5* «°f ^ 
Pw*T>le r«f * *"<J until » **<^y o* CKaris*. iV**?* ot 

8nlHsn^! ^PteJd by. * Jl„ ®f ™e bishop in his. -a^^,^ V* 

*"py tronserw a\,T ^ inat sixteen 8toix.-fc. -.-..-^-^jet»' „ «** 

«> «8 chmax *J '**J««e- , Witl» this tl^«> ^^^^^e^"""^, ^^ 
*8^atcA» '"^^^la-tely after f«1l««- ■^I--m.^^ <»o«****' 



B ^ flofy if i?f *^ <^« populate closer -t^.^^^ *.^- AoC^ «» 
r*®* with theSr *f I>f*>»clie8, pilgrims V^<»s^:>x t» «^ ^etf 
W staffs: Sei^ «»»l-«loth capia.^ebr «.*:^ =e^^«V*^*5; be\d 

»iU&,dr^.i***°® *>* «*y fair £rienaa. ^^-cac^«,gine tb» .^^. 



^aifindaftl ® *** "*y *«^ £rienaa. ^^-cac^«,gine tl^^ev- 

/ « meur appearance, tlxougli. not tl»-«. :ig»ifcy akd» ^^4 Va- 
ijerare,for the most; part, old, sha-lo-fc^^i^^ «oiied, •^'^^et, 

reterate mendicaxi.ts, an.d «^ongh, &<z>-m=ac:m.^^ -taxa« ***ej,j\>.eT 

some one or athex- xrma.y lia.'ve known o-m:M .^s* -^z^rS. liSaetft ^jx4»^ 

trueloye"by his cockle i^xLt and s-fc^*a£:», s«a:^d ^v^j,« »t« 

dioon," that time lias "been long fort*^?-^ » ^j.nlesa ^^ o»*» 

TOndronsly dis^niseci- I^tesicles these ^ig»^»Z»-^^TPTmx9,»:|j\o»? 

m comDMT witb. fclxexx*., "bairxd-s of pe»s^"=»-'« '" ■ » -vsnt* 
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BtaSs, may be met on the road, making a pilgrimage to 
Home for the Holy Week, clad in splendid dodari, dresses, 
eanrying their clothes on their heads, and cliantiiig a 
psalm as they go. Among these may be found many a 
handsome youth and beaatiful maid, whose faces will 
break into the most charming of smiles as you salute them 
*^d wish them a happy pilgrimage. And of all snules, 
^one is so sadden, open, and enchanting as a Roman girl's : 
breaking out over their dark, passionate faces, black eyes, 
*^^^evel brows, like a burst of sunlight from behind a 
wh**!' There must be noble possibilities in any nation 
**^ch, through all its oppression and degradation, has 
pr^erved the childlike frankness of an Italian smile, 
is th ^^^^^^^ indication of the approach of Holy Week 
tJie Easter egg, which now makes its appearance, and 
^^^^ ^ of the solemniiaes to come. Sometimes it is 
sained yellow, purple, red, green, or striped with various 
^^ors; Sometimes it is crowned with paste-work repre- 
sentmg, ij^ ^ most primitive way, a hen, — her body being 
fr® ®gg> and her pastry head adorned with a dispropor- 
wonately tall feather. These eggs are exposed for sale at 
"le corners of the streets and bought by everybody, and 
©very sort of ingenious device is resorted to to attract cus- 
*onaers and render them attractive. This custom is prob- 
acy derived from the East? where the egg ig the symbol 
of the prim-itive state of the world and of the creation 
^^ things. The new year formerly began at the spring 
equinox, ^l>oiit Easter ; and at that period of the renewal 
th *^e, a festival was celebrated in the ncJw moon of 
^^ ^o^,JJ^ I>liamenoth, in ^^o^^or of Osiris, when pamced 
to fJ^^&A €^gg8 were exchanged as presents, in reference 
coi^ he^^lxyning of aU things. The transference of the 
©^4/ ®^e«xxmeiit of the year to January deprived the P.is- 
«2ii,®'^§' ^=^^ its significance. Formerly in Prance, and still 
^^ >!^^^m. »« ^ ^^y^ i* ^f t ? ^^^'^^?s significance, and 
€&e^-^®>e:K!- ^distributed until it had received a solemn bene- 
^ttet^J^^ <<3>n Good Friday, a priest in his robes, with an 

^ bl^^t^^ :Miay be seen going into every door in the street 



W ^*S -*3t«.« house, the inhabitants, and the eein The 
''<»lo»r-^<* "^ arranged according to the t^'of the 
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Friday it is the custom of the people of Prato (a Kttle 
town near Florence) to celebrate the occasion bjapro- 
cessioiiy which takes place after nigrhtf all, and is intended 
to reprf 8®!** ^® procession to the Cross. The persons 
composing it are mounted on horsehack and dressed in 
fantastic costomes, borrowed from the theatrical wardrobe, 
represeiiting Pontius Pilate, the centurions, guards, execu- 
tioners^ apostles, and even Judas himself. Each one 
carries in one hand a flaring torch, and in the other some 
emblem ol the Crucifixion, eticli as the iammer, pincers, 
spear, sponge, cross, and so on. The horses are all un- 
shod, eo that their hoofs may not clatter on the pavement; 
and, with a sort of mysterious noiselessneas, this singular 
procession passes through aU the principal streets, illismi- 
nated hy torches that gleam picturesquely on their tinsel- 
covered robes, helmets, and trappings. This celebration 
only takes place once m three years ; and on the last oc- 
casioxi but one, a tremendous thunderstonn broke over 
the \Gvm as the procession was passing along. The crowd 
thereupon incontinently dispersed, and the unfortunate per- 
son who represented Judas, trembling with superstitions 
fear, fell upon his ™ee8, and, after the fashion of Snug the 
jomer, who relieved the Duke Theseus by declaring that he 
was only a lion s tell and not a veritable lion, cried out to 
the Madonna, Mtsert^dia per me/ Have mercy on 
me! I am not reaUy Judas, but only the cobbler at the 
. comer, who is representmg him — aU for the glory of the 
blessed Baml>jno- And in consideration of this infor- 
mation the Slffonua, gmciously extended him her potent 
aid, and saved his valued Kfe — but he has henceforth re- 
joiced in the popular nickname of Judas. 

It is on tl^^ J'.*^' *^* *^® customary Jew is con- 
verted, recants, and is baptized ; and there are not want- 
^g evil tong^^^ ^hich declare that there is a wonderful 
BimiJaritr ^ ^ physiognomy every year. However this 
"Jay be th^^^ ^ ^? ^^y^^ that someone is annually dugout 
of the GMietto, which is the pit of Judaism here in Borne ; 
and if j^^ fall back again, after receiving the tempomJ re- 
^^^y and i^^t^P'^t waiting for the spiritual, he probably 
finds it ^ortJ* ^® ^^® ^ ^^ so, in view of the z^ of the 
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'^OT ^ ^^^ iHnmination exdusive. The doors, 
^^?if^* oi VIbft iaV3- -width of the shop, are thrown wide opeB, 
^^^^•^ sV^TV »l3ine8 upon all pajssers-by. It is the apoth- 
^sis ol Yiam arx^ cheese, at -which only the Hebraic nose, 
domg violence t<> ^ natural curve, turns up in scom ; 
wV^e true Cbristians crowd around it to wonder and ad- 
mire, and sonietiines to venture in upon the almost en- 
chanted grouii<l- May it be long before this custom dies 
out! 

At last comes Holy Week, with its pilgrims that flock 
from every part of the world. Every hotel and furnished 
apartment is crowded, — every carriage is hired at double 
and treble its ordinary fare, — every door, where a Papal 
ceremony is to take place, is besieged by figures in black 
^th black veils. The streets are filled with Germans, 
■^'Jglish, French, Americans, all on the move, coming and 
goingj an^ anxiously inquiring about the ceremonies, and 
J'^ben they are to take place, and where, — for everything 
^ tept in a cliarmhig condition of perfect uncertainty, 
^^txi the want of any public newspaper or journal, or other 
accurate means of information. So everybody asks every- 
*^^^y> and everybody tells everybody, until nobody knows 
^^ything^ and everything is guesswork. Bkit, neverthe- 
less, despite ixnpa-tient words, and muttered curses, and all 
^ru^ of awkvr^ard mistakes, the hatUe goes bravely on. 
^here is terrible fighting by the crowd of strangers at the 
aoor of the Sistine Chapel to hear the Miserere, which is 
®^^e to be Baini's when it is said to be Allegri's, as well as 
at the railing. o£ the Chapel, where the washing of the feet 
^^®s place, and at the Supper-table, where twelve peasants 
^^present the -Aposfcolic company, and are waited on by 
J ® Pope. Tlie air is close to sufiPocation in this last 
P ,^®' 5fen and -warxx^^ faint and are carried out Some 
au and are trodden, down. Sometimes, as at the table a 
^•!I ^^^^ ^gc^y 8ozn0 unfortunate pays for her curiosity 
y^ her Ufe. It is ^^ I>evil take the hindmost ! " and if 



ind*^^^' ^ ^^^^^^ ^o i^ leaped over by men and women 

Q/'^^^Wnateljr, for tT^^^*^ is no time to be lost In tfce 

gi P^i when once fciM-^y are in, all want to get out 

®*^ are heard as -feta« jammed mass sways hackinad 
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_liean so modi?" nid he, one day, to a friend. ^^At 
^lor chapel, of eoone," said his friend. ^' Toa will see 
them all there.'' So he went one Sondaj to the English 
chap^ He was a little late. Serrioe had already com- 
menced ; hat no matter. In he walked ; all were seated 
and Bolemnl J joining in the prajen. So he saontered op 
the aisle, h^ged pardon of those against whose dresses 
he tripped — stopped half-way, tnniol round, put up his 
^ass, and h^;an to make a general study of all the assem- 
hly — and particolarly of the younger and fairer portion 
of it. While thos ^igaged, what was his surprise to see 
a man he did not know beckon him and point to a seat 
He declined, he did not want a seat But at last the Ver- 
ger approached him, and with stem persistence put him 
into a seat in the innermost comer of the church, where 
he was forced to stay out the services. He recounted the 
fact, and added — ''Mais ils sent droles, ces Anglais!" 

Belli has written an amusing sonnet on the '' Miserere 
de la Sittimana Santa," in the Boman dialect, which may 
here have a place : — 

Tutti r Ingresi de Hazzs de Spaggna 

Nnn nanno antro che ddi'ssi ccne ppiasceie 

E di senti a Ssan Pietro er miaeiere 

Chi ggnisim* istnunente V aocompagna. 

De f atti dico in ne la Gran Bertaggna 

E in nell' antre capelle f uristiere 

Chi ssa ddi, ccom' a Roma in ste tie ssere ; — 

Miserere mei Deo secunnum maggna f 

Oggi snr maggna see so* staid un* oia 

£ ccantata accnsi, saangne dell' na I 

Qiier maggna e nna parola che innamora. 

Prima V ha ddetta nn musico, poi dna 

Poi tre, pi>oi qnattro ; e ttntt' er c<nk> allora 

I' ha ddato g^ti ; mmisericordiam tua,^ 

* All the English of the Piazza di Spa^jna 

Have nothmg to say but what a pleasure 

It Ib to hear the BCserere in St. Peter*8, 

Which eyexj kind of instrument acoompanie*. 

ui fact I ask, in their Great Britain 

And in all their other foreign chapels, 
ti \K^ ^^ ^°® ^y* ^ ^ Borne on these three evenings. 

Miserere mei Deo secunnum maggna *' ? 

To-day upon maggna they were at least an hour 

And sang ia that fashion, blood of an egg 

That mc^gfM is a word to enamor you ; 

Fttst it was said by one musioo, then two, 

Then three, then four ; and then the whole chorua 

Game down upon the mmUericordiam tua. 




'■"^"i^*e»-«* »»»^*»''SJi' ""'*»?■ 'CT "« bell. 
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balcony stretches a white awning, where priests and at- 
tendants are ®?J*®?Jf a, and where the Pope wiU soon be 
seen. Below, the Piazza is alive with moving masses. In 
the centre are drawn up long lines of soldiery, with yel- 
low and red pompons and gUttering helmets and bayonets. 
These are surrounded by crowds on foot, and at the outer 
rim are packed carnages fiUed and overrun with people 
mounted on the seats and boxes. There is a half-hour's 
waiting while we can look about, a steady stream of caiv 
riages all the while pouring in, and, if one could see it, 
stretching out a mde behind, and adding thousands of im- 
patient spectators to those already there. What a sight 
it is ! Above us t^e great dome of St. Peter's, and be- 
low, the grand embracing colonnade, and the vast space, 
in the centre of which rises the solemn obelisk, thronged 
with masses of living beings. Peasants from the Cam- 
pagna and the mountains are moving about everywhere. 
Pilgrims in oil-cloth cape and vdth iron staff demand 
charity. On the steps are rows of purple, blue, and 
brown umbrellas; for there the sun blazes fiercely. 
Everywhere crop forth the white hoods of Sisters of Char- 
ity, collected in groups, and showing, among the parti- 
colored dresses, Uke beds of chrysanthemums in a gar- 
den. One side of the massive colonnade casts a grateful 
shadow over the crowd beneath, that fills up the intervals 
of its columns ; but elsewhere the sun burns down and 
flashes everywhere. Mounted on the colonnade are crowds 
of people leaning over, beside the colossal statues. Through 
all the heat is heard the constant plash of the two sun-lit 
fountains, that wave to and fro their veils of white spray. 
At last the clock strikes. In the far balcony, beneath the 
projecting awning that casts a patch of soft transparent 
shadow along the golden sunlit facade, and surrounded by 
a group of brilliant figures, are seen two huge fans of 
snowy peacock plumes, and hetween them a figure clad in 
white rises from a golden chair, and spreads his great 
sleeves like wings as he raises his arms in benediction. 
That is the Pope, Pius the Nintli* ^ ^^ ^®^ silence, 
and a musical voice, sweet and penetrating, is heard 
chanting from the balcony ; — the people bend and kneel; 
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the golden iUumiiiation has succeeded to the silver. For 
my own part, I prefer the first illumination ; it is more 
delicate, airy, and refined, though the second is more bril- 
liant and dazzling. One is like the Bride of the Church, 
the other like the Empress of the World. In the second 
lighting, the church becomes more material; the flames 
are like jewels, and the dome seems a gigantic triple 
crown of St. Peter^s. One effect, however, is very stnk- 
ing. The outline of fire, -which before was finn and mo- 
tionless, now wavers and shakes as if it would pass away, 
as the wind blows the^ flames back and forth from the 
great cups by which it is lighted. From near and far the 
world looks on, • — ^^°? ^® Piazza beneath, .where car- 
riages drive to and fro in its splendor, and the band plays 
and the bells toll, — from the windows and loggias of the 
city, wherever a view can be caught of this superb spec- 
tacle, — and from the Campagna and mountain towns, 
where, far away, alone and towering above everything, 
the dome is seen to blaze. Everywhere are ejaculations 
of delight, and thousands of groups are playing the game 
of ** What is it 1^® ^ . One says, it is like a hive covered 
by a swarm ^f burning bees ; others, that it is the en- 
chanted palace in the gardens of Gul in the depths of the 
-Aj-abian nights, -^^^^ «• gigantic tiara set with wonderful 
<Jiamonds, larger than those which Sindbad found in the 
roc's valley, ' — ^^^® *"® palace of the fairies in the dreams 
of childhood, -—like the stately pleasure^ome of Kubla 
^tan in ^X^^^. ' ~ ^°^ twenty other whimsical things. 
-A^t nearly mi^l'^^S^^ ®^® ^® go to bed, we take a last look 
^* it- It is * "™> \^k® *^e Colosseum, — great gaps of 
darkness ai"^ *^®^®' ^^ l>roken rows of splendor. The 
%tts are ^o^^ ^^ ^"® ®^^® *^® dome, — they straggle fit- 
f"^y here %r^^ *^®^® down the other and over the facade, 
fading even ^^ ^® ^^ ^^ melancholy enough. It is 

* ^ajikrupt Ii^^7^.^' ^ ®ld and wrinkled beauty, that telk 
strange tal^^ - * ^ former wealth and charms, when the 
^^^W Was ^^ ^^'}^^n J^ ^l *^® broken-down r^etoi^e 
'"^^ousT ---- TJ .1^ ! ""* .^^^ fancies still gkring here 
^^ there ^-^'^ ""^^ ^* ^s thoughts. It is the 
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ortcG mfg-hty Ca.tS^olic Glxtircb, cnitnl 

p&ssa.ge of the ialg-l»fc, and vrbea 

come, it ^w-ill be no more-* 




'W^r.^iQ.ra., durincr pleasant r 

in Rome, but esj>ecxaJIj' in P^Sa^, 

arches of tbe Teniiple of JE*©acej qj.* 

or some vm,ysi<3.& oster-ia. outsi^Q -/ 

the traveller is often BaJuted by fj., 

two voices gfoing- oS together, ^t ji/f, 

of pistol-shots; and turaiog. j^^«i ^**is> 

these Btra.xkgG sounds, he wiy g^ * Ti/**'^"**'^ 

cited sta.te, shontin^, as they mT ***^ *» *^e "« 

other with violent s^sticuUtha ^*''* Z ^^^ap 

to himself, if he be a stranger" i^*^** V*^"* '-**^"°^''^^ of 
some and passionate tiiese ItaJjnn *to 4^** a '**o'"^*c6 

Knglisbznan or an Anaericag, be^,,^^^:,^>k^^f,^^fy^ "^ 
late himself on the superiority of ^^ b^ ^ *.*' *!,.*>% *" each 
wonder -why these fellows atand th °^*V. ^i r?'**' ^'" ^^y 

at each other, and screaming, j^.'^et^ ^L ^^-^V i^^T'"'^' 
men, — and mnttering, '.' -A co^^^ Of ^v^x, t. ^ b^ 
on, perfectly satisfied with hig f^y J^t^^-^^l^l^^^^*.^' 
But what he has seen was reaUy j,^ ^t^'^^^inl ^'' fete 
ply the game of .a/oTva, as old a^ i ^ 1?^ V»oi,>*^ out like 
merly played among the hosts of jJJ^^ %JXt.^Vs '^, ^''ll Pasa 
of Caesar as now hy the subjects !i^>'^>^^6lT"*°P'^y- 

played: ^« '^.■"^^iqU* a1"" 

Two persons place themselyea ov, ^xC^ ^Ttdvf. w " 

ing their right hands closed W^^T^t:^^ ^^XX i.^O^^ 

^Itaneonsly and with a audde„ ^ -^='- It^tY.^ 



^^ 



^^^ 



1 f^eitlieT- of these magraBeeat an„^^^v^^i^ ^*^^ oftier,\io\d- 
There U no loKir^"- '*»« Benodiotion iaT^ti^. ^"V* -5^- tivey Ihen bi- 
ihe iUomination of the ohnich. "^"^^^^lX ^*^^ ^ow out ibelr 
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handSy some of the fingers being extended, and others shut 

up on the palm, — each calling out in a loud voice, at the 

same moment, the number he guesses the fingers extended 

by himself and his adversary to make. If neither cry out 

aright, or if both cry out aright, nothing is gained or lost; 

but if only one guess the true number, he wins a point. 

Thus, \i one throw out four fingers and the other two, he 

who cries out six makes a point, unless the other cry out 

the same number. The points are generally fiN^, though 

sometimes they are doubled ; and as they are made, they 

are marked by the left hand, which during the whole 

game is held stffly in the air at about the shoulders' 

height, one finger being extended for every point. When 

the paHito is won, the winner cries out " FaMo ! " or 

« Gtrndagnato / " or « Vinto ! " or else strikes his hands 

across each other in sign of triumph. This last sign is 

also used when Double Morra is played, to indicate that 

five points are made. 

So universal is this game in Rome that the very beggars 
play away their earnings at it. It was only yesterday, as 
vf *T T^ ^* **^® gallery of the Capitol, that I saw two 
wd^o had stopped screaming for " haiocchi per amor di 
■Lho, to play pauls against each other at Mmra. One, a 
enpple, supported himself against a column, and the other, 
with his ragged cloak slung on his shoulder, stood opposite 
mm. They staked a paul each time with the utmost nm- 
chalance, and played with an earnestness and rapidity 
which showed that they were old hands at it, while the 
coachmen from their boxes cracked their whips, and 
jeered and joked them, and the shabby circle around 
tnem cheered them on. I stopped to see the result, and 
found that the cripple won two successive games. But 
'^'s cloaked antagonist bore his losses Hke a hero ; and 
when all was over he did his best with the strangers issu- 
^^^J^oxn the Capitol to line his pockets for a new chance. 
"'Nothing is more simple and apparently easy than Morra^ 
y^^ ^o play it well requires quickness of perception and 
readiness in the calculation of chances. As each player, 
ot coux^gg^ knows how many fingers he himself throws out, 
^'^^ ^hin point is to guess the number of fingers thrown 
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"*°'«ment of the hsuid, tli« nunjboj- to feT^.t \ 

™"g out ^li ^fhomonoe, ^Sd the t.un.i««^«>J. 
^J pitch of the voioo, so OS to bs heard al % {\* 
^tance. J, j^ f,„„ tie sudden oj«u.»^ ^^h\\ 
mie the hand» aj-e in tlio mSr, tliot tio o/^ (j' .^A" 
""?«r^ <<^«», " to aamb -.^tb the fing-oBi', ^^ K K\ 

Uon^ u . ay««if«»-d«*y, v»'bon ti»o S 
'»M la. been iiested and tho dsjt. 
J»»tiOM, the regular '^<,lloy<acI e 
^^y^/Oa^/ X-S-tei/ •• »™ often i 
4, ;"«■ B„t these aj-e g-eneroUr < 
"^iantjere, who act as u«»j>ii-es, — 
npon r5 "* '^l^- The question arisef 
loos Dl "i^iber o£ fiugei-s flashed Oi,( 
. „ ^*Fer ias g^e^t opportimities o{ f,\ 
iaif extended, so as to be ^^ 




,(^° •'«*ir extencteo, so aj* to "o a6, 
J, Jyenrards according to circumstnh 
tt;^*^'"? party will diai>nte aa to tV ' 
*^«iDniI> is the fatliejr of all evi] 



fe"»l»mi°ble "to" say -whether ii" »t 

4^"°' not, and an analtilfulplayer j »« sif'i^'Mp'f 



tJiB e*'*' V a ele vor one. - oei„ 

i>*'.,thamb and all, inu.1 b, e.J^'^*";}- .-ij-a 5'Sf 

•£,""' chance tta* » discnusion wiu^^o,! »« ^^J^" 'S 

;*«.,« one of the^ part"" k" b„-„^K^$ij«. „ g 
""•kmll arise, -wliicli the nn>P»e. oan ' l-Q-iU"'* »"<>i 
l«'»yr». oases, kni-J^es are dra„ ^„^ V.1^"='«?A ™^"'3' 
l!...rJl,lhe.e disputes end in noW , a.i,'5j'«3- &*iSi. 
l„.i.entlii. game, I have neTer b.on » »i>,^-. «i»tt«i „ \ 
ind, thoiiEh diacuBsions aumb.pl,,, i ho.^^-^^^".*,., „S „, 
kS,.™;atorie» by f ore.gnen, m wUlo],, 3^"?»-^-4. ■»>«. 
Mjuiiu yague H w the Ital\aiM( eaailv l*a ^^^1:^. ^*^^ ^lo i^"^ 

«..«, k, T'^?Si*S»Sir character, to oi.ti.wj;'^'^*'* ^»»" 
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able talk tor a violent quarrel, I know of only one case 
that ended tragically. There a savage quarrel, begun at 
Morray was with difficulty pacified by the bystanders, and 
one oi the parties withdrew to an osteria to drink, with his 
companions. But while he was there, the rage which had 
been smothered, but not extinguished, in the breast of his 
antagonist, blazed out anew. Rushing at the other, as he 
sat by the table of the osteria, he attacked him fiercely 
with his knife. The friends of both started at once to their 
feet, to mterpose and tear them apart ; but before they 
could reach them, one of the combatants dropped bleeding 
and dying on the floor, and the other fled like a maniac 
from the room. 

This readiness of the Italians to use the knife, for the 
settlement of every dispute, is generaUy attributed by 
foreigners to the passionateness of their nature ; but I am 
inclined to believe that in some measure it results from 
then- entire distrust of the possibility of legal redress in the 
courts. Where courts are organized as they were in 
Naples, who but a fool would trust to them ? Open tri- 
bunals, where justice is impartially administered, would 
soon check private assassinations ; and were there more 
honest and efficient police-courts, there would be far fewer 
knives drawn. The Englishman invokes the aid of the 
law, knowing that he can count upon prompt justice ; take 
that beUef from hun, he, too, like Harry Gow, would 
"fight for his own hand." In the half organized society 
of the less civiHzed parts of the United States, the pistol 
and bowie-knife are as frequent arbiters of disputes as the 
stiletto IS among the Italians. But it would be a gross 
error to argue from this, that the Americans are violent 
and passionate by nature ; for among the same people in 
the plder States, where justice is chiaply and strictly ad- 
?r«i!nS' A P;«*^l ^^ ^o^e-knif e are almost unknown. 
S™ 1^"^- T"^ """^^ ^^^ Fusions of men; and 
^.uZt\^^\ "' ^^T' ^"^ ^^^^« a^e venal, pubHc justice 
Xf^it ^^^\f 1'"'^^*" vengeance. ' ^ 

is Senf :;rt -r '"^?^^°* 
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But to return to J«^>^^ 
*e Porta San GMo^anni 
'i^enious and oorxsol^^w^* 
^w^ ever my g-ood f ort« 
peculiar humox- o£ tJ:*^ f^' 
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the stakes being-, »» nsix 
torn, had lost and won- 
arose between tlxe frxeuact 

on the other, tHe» ^^^ ; 

was to pay his l>ottlo oT ^ 
drank of course l>y a-^^^ ' 
one loss offset tbe oth^^^. ^ 
-^ I passed, one of tf^^ 
par^tV he said, ""' ^J ! 
—-We a paxisGy **" ^ 
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; coaid not but thirxk^ b 

W the French, if 
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!^em. To admit 
^nipossible ; but to 
^ould hy no nxea 
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fleart-b 



*^ce possible. 
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IQ the temples 

jiaying it, — ' 
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bands, to Bbo^ <i^t it was won, — and, in a word, using 
tbe same gestures as the modem Romans. From Egypt 
it was introduced into Greece. The Romans brought it 
from Greece »* *^ early period, and it has existed among 
them ever since, having suffered apparently no alteration. 
Its ancient Roxnan name was Micatio, and to play it was 
called micare digitia, — (to flash with the fingers,) — tbe 
modem name Morra heing merely a corruption of the 
verb micare* v arro^ descrihes it precisely as it is now 
played ; and Cicero, in the first hook of his treatise " De 
Divinatione," thus alludes to it : " Quid enim est sars 7 
Idem propernodum quod micare, quod talos jacere, qttod 
tesseras ; quihus in rebus temeritas et cams, non ratio et 
eonsilium valent''* So common was it, that it became the 
basis of an admirable proverb, to denote the honesty of a 
person : ** Dignus est quicum in tenebris mices." (" So 
trustworthy, tfiat one may play Morra with him in the 
dark.") At one period they carried their love of it so far 
that they used to settle by mieatio the sales of merchan- 
dise and meat in the Forum, until Apronius, prefect of the 
city, prohibited the practice in the following terais, as ap- 
pears by an old inscription, which is particularly interest- 
ing as containing an admirable pun : ''Sub exagio potius 
pec^a vendere quam digitis concludentibus trad&rer - 
C* Sell your sheep by the balance, and do not bargain or 
deceive " \trad&re having both these meanings] " by open- 
ing and shutting your fingers at Morra.") 

One of the various kinds of the old Roman game of PUa 
stiu survives under the modern name of PaMone. It is 
piayed between two sides, each numbering from five to 
eigm persons. Each of the players is armed with a hrao- 
cuue, or gauntlet of wood, covenng the hand and extend- 
bpff^^*^ ^^''P ^. ^^^ ^^^o^, with which a heavy ball is 
one dde fn^^^ "^^ forwards, high into the air, from 
^e bSr • "1 ?-^ The object of the game is to keep 

SldSti^ATbrnJ:^^^^ iin 'i 

in ifa fi^4. \^ """«as loses. It may, however, be struck 

loufhe^l"'g^Tnd**^^f the best Lokes are be^re it 
grouna. Tj^^ gauntlets are hollow tubes of 



srjc^-uV ^>'|?<» fe5'--; 

f„„o.eW w'.^iU^^ ft""",,""* JJ"™S WkfroB 

'^""■^l^i ■n^t^^" ifi^t <^^h 8£l, *">■ '" •««1' other, 

^^ ^ 1^^ °tJ(4»® r^" ill. "4 S.' *' V>tand?r, .bout 

^t,S*»°tA^%i»° "l«luto,oplo.tmlhm 
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/loTB ol Bonset had ceased to transfigure the 

niiTpXe 8P*;«J'** j the crickets cbirped louder under tha 

dW-^V^ * of the Bky. "^ 

deepenmg ^"O' ^^ ^^^ amphitheatre at Florence is a bnet 

In tbe wa* ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^j y^^ most famoua players of hb 

jn colored ^r^tt^red faee seems still to preside over the 

^7' * !5 „ now and then a smart blow from the Fallone 

ggine, ge ing ^ ^^ inflation, is no respecter of persons. 

J^ '/'' '^-^tAs inscription beneath the bust, celebratiiig 

The bono champion, who rejoiced in the surname 

the powers <>« ^^^"^ f„u^„, . _ 

of |^"^^J^ 'iparnivs, Petidensis, vir injactando reper- 
Josep sinqvlaria, qui ob rohtr inaetis maxi- 

niamque ^'^'fl^idabUi m^n^ento duOus eat." 
Terrawius J^ celebrated this manly game ; and who- 
Foets, J"^' . ^ noble poem wiU find it in the spirited 
ever would '« ^l PaUone," by Leopardi ; while who- 

Ode, ^" * "" /jring satire will find it in the poem by 
BeUi'^in S"^*""* ^^^^ entiUed "Er giucatop de 
Pallone." 



favorite game of ball among t! 
^^ jj^gffg. It is played between two sides, con- 
Soixe or number of persons, each of whom has two 

sisting oJ a ^ ,»^ „f about the size of an average Ameri- 
largewttoden-^ Besides these, there U a UtUe hall 
*"^ ^f^^lco This is rolled first by one of the winning 
called the '^^j^ ^^^e he pleases, and the object is to roU 
^"^ ^ if Aom-,erte or large balls so as to place them beside 
or pitch tbe" ^^jj ^£ „^^ ^j^^ ^^^^j ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^j^ 

fn ■ nf the other counts one point in the game - the 
any t>au 01 deP^^^'^S on the agreement of the pai^ 

number of P^» ^^ pUyed on the ground, and not upon 
ties, ^'^^, » ^epared plajie ; and as the lecco often 
any 8"Oo"* ^^^ ^^ poises itself on some uneven declirity, 
runs into liouows,^j^^ ^^ ^^ small difficulty to play the 
.t IS «onif ««« » «• jt. The great skill of the gine con- 
other balls "^"t^'*ji8placing the balls of the adverse party 
T^ SrCke the ball, cf the playing party count, ^A a 



clever V^y.f^^^.l *»*^'^V. ox.. «*. 

bright aa,y ■" '•'"^Siroru.aed tr,J,,««? > 

,i.i„g trumpe^^ ^ be rolli.g igj' "t ■ , 
- by, ore '"V^ated «'"''' Mood m^ t?' 






selves «—-- /C;ae tn*" """ - "^ «retoj, -^:». ' 

on » beneb •»°*-"£„ » »«»<», with ,h.i, ? tt> V 
the trees, »»•* j^ „tber p.r.i.. «l. H.^'^liSt 
their eye», %^»'^ the Agg?' beyond „^*, t^S* 
MeiuiwbUe, ^^J™ _„UDg with fate , » H^; 

„lei»n beU ° »>«. -» 

neighbo""'? »»"■ 

^^.-o^f^-^und thi. the Pl.,„ ^ >^ 

„l5oh, l>y " ", to eend the di.k »l^"r^ 

^«,ide the ""^irtie. «" ~»>t«>tK'-»^^ 
ing to the city' f ftentimes betoie t-W^^^-^ 

SL g»»« • ^t b„„»diog ~».«i «J^-5= 

the di»k ■» •<>»» 8 ^*-«i 
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danger of one's legs. He whose disk whirls the farthest 
wins a Poi"*;^",'! "',^'f^ent walking game, and it re- 
ouires Bonme l^k to play the disk eveiy don^ the road. 

^^ ^* 5!^ni?5. ^^^^ ''«»* weU directed, bom,d 
over the hedg^. ^ock thwnselves down against the walls, 

or bury .^«"»f ,1^"^ S\^«^^^ ^"^'^'^ '^ ^^ ^e" 
played, if t^^^ «J^«« to hit a stone in the road, they ^ 

leap wUdly ^^^ *"f ** *^« ^Bk of serious injury to any 
mifortunate^^r- In the country, instead of wooden 
disks, the co^*r^ «*te*» «8e coed a capra, a kind of 
hard goat^s f^' Z^T^J^^ ^ ^ ^'^ ^^ 
pUy. What, ^en^ W* > **^« <«g««tive powers of those 
who eat It i"»y^ d^t^med. Like the ^ptic countiy- 
man, they P'^* ^ ^* !^«t know they have a stomach, not 
having ever *f y* ' ^^'d certainly they can say with Tony 
Lumpkin, " It °^^«' *^«rt8 me, and I sleep Uke a hound 
after it/' 

In cof^mon 7^^? Stench, the Romans have a passion 
for the ^^^^Iff^^^^- Eveiy caffh is supplied with a 
number ^« ^T^ti^ *^« ^^^'^^'^g e«PeciaUy, it is 
played by y'l^^^.^^^r'^' ^ a seriousness which strikes 
us Saxon^ w^**^ !i iXfi ^^ generally have a contempt 

for this ^^^ *""* ^^^ ^Pon it as childish. But I know not 
why. It, 18 by ^^^J^^'^s easy to pky well, and requires a 
careful m^^^^ry «^f .^^ick powers of combination and cal- 
culation. ^ocaffemRome or Marseilles would be com- 
plete without its littie black and white counters ; and as it 
interests at once tne most mercurial and fidgety of people 
and the laziest and languidest, it must have some hidden 
charm as yet unrevealed to the Anglo-Saxon. 

Beside Dominos, Chess {Scacchi) is often played m pub- 
lic in the caffhs ; ^d there is one caffh named Dei Scae- 
cht, because it is frequented by the best chess-players in 
Rome. Here matches are often made, and admirable 
games are played. 

Among the Roman boys the game of Campana is also 
common. A paraQelogram is drawn upon the ground and 
subdivided into four squares, which are numbered. At 
the top and bottom are two small semicircles, or beUs^ 
thus : — 



LOTTE^ 




3 



Each of the jilayers, liavingr ^^pOBite 
semicircle {h) at the farthest end^ tak 
short distance, and endea^v^ors to pitch / 
a disk or a bit of terrar^jotta, or more ^ 
into one of the compartments. I£ he Ic 
©St bell (a), he pays a new sta&e into tl 
farthest bell (d), he takes the whole poc 
the other compartments, he takes one, 
of the stakes, according* to the number oJ 
JLi he lodge on a line, he is abbnccciato^ s 
his play goes for nothing*. Among the b 
quently filled with buttons, — among th 
<^^* ; but buttons or bctiocchi are all the 
^^j ~ they are the representatives of b 

Still another and very common game 
worthy of notice here simply because < 
^«e, is a game played with walnuts, 
these are piled pyramidally together, j 
^thdiawing to a short distance, pitch 
™m, and he who succeeds in striking 
heap wins. This is manifestly the gai 
little boys of ancient Rome, and allude. 
ofthe^^NuxElegia":— 

Cum tibi snppositis adaxtor una tn 
. But the game of games in ^^oxne is 1 
!« nnder the direction of the g«^^^™^ 
>^ed it bto a means of raising re^enue^ 

jection to this method of ^^^^"^"^^ ^'^t^ 
^e is upon the poorest cla-sses ; ^^^^ 

^ objections are stiU s*^^^f ^^T^er T^^ 
engendered by it ruins the ^^^r^^f'e^^^ 
«^d keeps up a constanl. sta^te ot e^^ 

A In stakes of n^*» *r. a. f oxurthto ^ 
Three placed l>elo^ • 



/ -L aere 
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with any setded and serious occupation. The temptations 
to laziness which it often are too great f ot any people 
Inxnrions or idle by temperament ; and the demon of Luck 
18 set upon the altar which should be dedicated to Industry. 
If one happy chance can bring a fortune, who will spend 
laborious days to gain a competence ? The common classes 
in Rome are those who are most corrupted by the lottery ; 
«nd when they can neither earn nor borrow baiocehi to 
P%, they strive to obtain them by beggary, cheating, and 
«<^metime8 by theft The fallacious hope that their ticket 
^^ some day bring a prize leads them from step to step, 
"^.tJl, having emptied their purses, they are tempt^ to 
™®« the necessary funds by any justifiable means. When 
y^^ pay them their wages or throw them a hwma^ru), 
^7 instantly run to the lottery-office to play it. -Loss 
*^er iogg Joes not discourage them. It is always the next 
^^e theyr are to win, — there was a sUght mistake m their 
calciU^j^^jj before. Some good reason or other is always 
*';iand. If by chance one of them does happen to wn 
* ^^g'e sum, it is ten to one that it will cost him his life, 
p- that Ixe will fall into a fit, or drop in an apoplexy, on 
hearing tlie news. There is a most melancholy instance 
of this iTM. the very next house, — of a Jew made suddenly 
and une:x:p€ctedly rich, who instantly became insane m 
consequence, and is now the most wretched and melwi- 
choly spectacle that man can ever become, — starving ib 
the midst of abundance, and moving like a beast about his 
house. :Bttt of all ill-luck that can happen to the lottery- 
gambler, tH« ^<>r8t is to win a small prize. It is all over 
with him from that time forward ; into the great pit of the 
iotteiy ev-erything that he can lay his hands on is sure to go. 
Th^--* y»a^ been som^ A\f^^ w.^ ^* ^nmion as to whether 



en some difference of opinion as to whetfier 

t^e lottery ^a» ^^ later Italian invention, or dated hack to 

*^e ttomSLix Empire — some even contending that it was ^ 

f^tence^ i» -^^* long before that period; and severol 

I'^S^t.iovi^ axscussions may be found on this subject mtfie 

y>^t^al3 »»^ f T^^ ^f the French savans. A strongcto 

^ iee^ ^r VrrT*-?.^ *^^ the ancient Romans, on the 

g^^nd t^^.^zZ^^^' tJtus, and Heliogabalus were m m 

^hit of ..^r^^^^'^S on bits of wood and shells the names of 
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Some, for "'^^^H* ^'^^'^ on« ««^. ^^ 

tion. But «^^^x», ^ or fiftee,,t.^^^ J 

originally, -^'^^ JS Pf S^^^^^V^^ 
die ancient l?**^2b<> *" v^ * ^^^ ^^ « 



patent for the .^^.^^iorie, ^ K^ ^^J^^39 

later d«te i«^*? ^e ^bo^adopte^ |^ W^^^iW 
tain if, but *^^^torie«' «««t6^ *' ^^^ ^^ 
nearly tbree c|» *»* ^^^Syt^C^ ^"'^ k^j4, 

one fjl^^T^j^ce, the go^nu^ *»<i t^^ „/ 
«^ >" ,Jof tvrent7 mdlioos o/^'^^ >8- 
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In Italy the lottery was proscribed by Innocent XH., 

Beneaict XIIL, and Clement XIL But it wa^ soon re- 

^ved. It ^^ ^^ without vehement opposers then a« now, 

as may be seen by a little work published at Pisa in the 

early part of the last century, entitled, « L' Inganno non 

conosciuto, oppure non voluto conoscere, neF Estrazione 

de Lotto." Muraton, m 1696, caUs it, in " Annals of 

Italy," " Inventione aeu^ urnara malizia per succiare U 

sangue dei Trudaccorti gtuocatori.*' In a late number of 

the " CivUtk Cattohca, pubUshed at Rome by the Jesuits 

(the motto of which is Beatus Fopidus cujus Dominus 

Deus est"), there is, on the other hand, an elaborate and 

most Jesuitical article^ which the lottery is defended 

with arousing skill. What Christendom in general has 

agreed to consider immoral and pernicious in its effects on 

a people seems, on the contrary, to the writer of this article, 

to-be highly moral and commendable. 

The numbers which can be played are from one to 
ninety. Of these only five are now drawn. Originally 
the numbers drawn were eight (otto) ; and it is said that 
the Italian name of this game, lotto, was derived from this 
circumstance. The player may stake upon one, two, three, 
four, or five numbers, — but no ticket can be taken for 
more than five ; and he may stake upon his ticket any sum, 
from one baiocco up to five scudi, — but the latter sum 
only in case he play upon several chances on the same 
ticket. If he play one number, he may either play it al 
posto cLSsegnato, according to its place in the drawing, as 
first, second, third, etc., — or he may play it senza posto, 
'without place, in which case he wins, if the number come 
anywhere among the five drawn. In the latter case, how- 
ever, the prize is much less in proportion to the sum staked. 
Thus, for one baiocco staked al posto assegnato, a sctido 
may be won ; but to gain a scudo on a number senza posto, 
seven baiocchi must be played. A sum staked upon two 
numbers is called an ambo, — on three, a temo, — on four, 
a quaterno, — and on five, a cinquino ; and of course the 
prizes increase in rapid proportion to the numbers played, 
. — the sum gained multipljring very largely on each addi- 
tional number. For instance, if two baiocchi be staked 
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prize, unless it bear iihe stamp and signature of the central 
office, as well as of the distributing shop, if bought in the 
latter. 

Every Saturday, at noon, the lottery is drawn in Rome, 
in the Piazza Madama. Half an hour before the ap- 
pointed time, the Piazza begins to be thronged with ticket- 
holders, who eagerly watch a large balcony of the sombre 
old Palazzo Madama (built by the infamous Catherine de' 
Medici), where the drawing is to take place. This is cov- 
ered by an awning and colored draperies. In front, and 
fastened to the balustrade, is a glass barrel, standing on 
thin brass legs and turned by a handle. Five or six per- 
sons are in the balcony, making arrangements for the 
drawing. These are the officials, — one of them heing 
the government officer, and the other persons taken at 
random, to supervise the proceedings. The chief official 
first takes from the table beside him a slip of paper on 
which a number is inscribed. He names it aloud, passes 
it to the next, who verifies and passes it on, until it has 
been subjected to the examination of all. The last person 
then proclaims the number in a loud voice to the populace 
below, folds it up, and drops it into the glass barrel. This 
operation is repeated until every number from one to 
ninety is passed, verified by all, proclauned, folded, and 
dropped into the barrel. The last number is rather sung 
than called, and with more ceremony than all the rest. 
The crowd shout back from helow. The beU strikes noon. 
A blast of trumpets sounds from the balcony, and a boy 
dressed in white robes advances from within, ascends the 
steps, and stands high up before the people, facing the 
Piazza. The barrel is then whirled rapidly round and 
«)und, ao as to mix in inextricable confusion all the tick- 
ets. This over, the boy lifts high his right hand, makes 
^© aigix of the cross on his breast, then, waving his open 
Aand ixM, the air, to show that nothing is concealed, plunges 
/ ^^ ^^ barrel, and draws out a number. This he hands 
^ the ^iBciBl, who names it and passes it along the line of 
f^ comJ>^'"o^^ There is dead silence below, aU Hsten- 
^g f agr^rfy- JOhen, in a loud voice, the number is sung 
out bjr tlx^ ^st official, " I'rimo estraUo, numero 14," or 



whatever ike iiraaat>«^ ^S»»**^«S«^ ^ 
•giwn, and tlxex^ ^^ str® ^ 0O^\ 
M the five 3attDa«>®^*!^itbi*» Zuibi*^ 
then aJl is over- ^^^e fzTdoor 

time, these »«=^^ „ over *»»f. tj^eY J 

which are to !>« ^^^'V^d tb^^^^^Ao 
dt iottt iiv Roxoe» a** ^j^^ bo^ ^ 



leaa are lodged, ^^^Jto perform 
ofwhieliaxe e'^P^^'^ti !^*: 
receiving therefor » *f^ '^ xo*""®' ^ 
It vein be seen *'?™^ *J*tSJno P' 
of the lottery is conducted, to»blic 
the government to tissare ttxo k^ j 
faith and fairness observea "T^iyliah 1 
lately necessary in order to ®^^ be i 
out vdiich its verjr object ''^^'^^^d jej 
Italians are a yeiy snapicioos ^ „pj; 
fear that there is leas faftb ^^^^ittoi^ 
eminent than in their oim ^*'*r£-ttle do 
of deception. There can ^^ ^ far as 
practised by the g-oremni©'** ^i^ impo; 
^rned, for it would be ^^f^^eoito: 
Stall there are not wanting ^flr^»*^'^^\ 
which are singnijj. and i^^^ltttbenUo 

by » most tni^ *?. 17 ■oe*^*'^e Mo» 
hold, aS ! ^^ lotted ^^^^^iS.^' 

K not l"*3^ 
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WM the answer, " I have not even money to supply my 
daily needs. What you now give me is all I have. If I 

St^ the Monsignore said, " Buy a ticket in the lottery/* 
" Since your Eminence commands me, I will," said the old 
man ; " but what numbers ? '' " Play on numher so and 
so for the first drawing," was the answer, " and God bless 
you . The servant did as he was ordered, and, to his 
surpnse and joy, the first number drawn was his. He was 
a nch man for life, — and his Eminence lost a troublesome 
dependant 

" f^ ?f P^*«^ story is told by the author of the article in the 
^^^ivilt^ Cattolica," which is to the point here, and which, 

itsT ^^^^ ^* ^^* *^^^ ^^ ^^^^ respectable authority, bears 

truUi on the face of it. As very frequently happens, a 

^7^ shopkeeper, being hard-driven by his creditors,, went 

^ . s priest, an uomo apostoHco, and prayed him earnestly 

<f^® him three numbers to play in the lottery. 
"hAiT-^* how under heaven," says the innocent priest, 
nn i! ^* ^^e^ ^^* ^^ your head that I can know the five 
"^^ers which are to issue in the lottery.? " 

^A/ padre miol what will it cost you?" was the 

^'^swer. ifjust look at me and my wretched family ; if 

^ ^o Hot pay our rent on Saturday, out we go into the 

. ®*- There '^ nothing left but the lottery, and you can 

give us the ^kxree numbers that will set all right." 

*' Oh, ther^ 7^^ *5® ^^^^ • ^ ^™ ready to do all I can 
to assist you ^^^ *^ ^natter of the lottery is impossible ; 
and I ^^^g^ ^^y that your folly, in supposing I can give 
y^^ the three l^^^J numbers, does little credit to your 
brains." 

" Oh, no ! no ! ^^ not say so, Padre mio I Give me a 
temo. It i^jj] bo lite rain in May, or cheese on mj mac- 
^^ni. Oq jjj- ^ord of honor, I'll keep it secret Fwi/ 
Yon, so good and charitable, cannot refuse me the three 
numbers. Pray content me this once/' 

" My son, I vv^iU gi^® yon a rule for always being con^ 
tent : — Avoid Sio? think often on Death, and behave so aa 
to deserve 'Bslvs^AiS^j — *°^ ^^ " — 

''^^sta/hc^f PcLdremiof That 's enough. Thanks! 
tbanks ! God ^H reward you.'' 
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-^d making a profound reverence, 
^tos to his house. There lie takes ^^ 
^ogni/' caUs into consiiltation Mb wif^ J 
*™r a long and earnest discussion ^J 
numbers corresponding^ to the terms Si^ 
^© are settled upon^ and awajgoes c ^ 
tbena in the lottery. TTiU you beiev. , 
numbers are drawn, — and the joy of th 
and his family may weU be imagined. ' 

not imagine is the persecution o{ the pc 
^ch foUowed. The secret was all c i 
^y» and he was beset by scores of appL' 
U J ^e protested, declaring that he ] 
^ai^d that the man's drawing the rig 
^^nee. Every word he said turned 
^^M.n his hearers to play them. He [ 

rp, ^^ story, who dropped pearls e^ i 

ni^^^Tv^* of the imbroglio was, that 
P^est had uttered words equivalent to i 

7V^ m the lottery, and the players we i 

^7^ each other. Nor did this perseci 

nntil those who had played the nu: 

In ^^^^^ found themselves, as tl 
only flies in their hands. 

\he stupidity of many of these a 
g^a to these numbers is wonderful 
^yrn is next to the number they ha 
8«lves with thinking they were withi 
8nch cases a miss were not as had 
"^e number drawn is a multiple of 1 i 

* sympathetic nmnber, and is next d 

^^ number come reversed, as v' 

come out 21, _ he laughs with deb 

»ee, jrou stupid feUow,'' said the cl 

***y to a dunce of a peasaxxt, of wl i 

*5agle number had been arawx 

f^Dstance all your three xmxnhers 

»V8 shameful in you to he aiscMit 

played 8 — 44 26, and instead c ; 

^-11-62. Well! jnst observe 



140 ^""^^ ^^ ^^^^. 

one poiBt of ^^^^Ltly ;'''^', ^ ^> snlnrtance 11, for 4 
SueTll are ^^^y 6 J U^^^^" ^ f -othi»g more nor 

„,ore?" And Jj^^i^, aJ^os^M^ .t^ reasomug, the poor 

pea«tfit sees a?^^al1y is tK^fT® ***** ^e ^as really won, 

llonly the »*?*_^ the H^ o®. cannot touch the prize 

^tliout correci^^g tuj^eft ^r'**^^"^- Ma,paz%mzal 

be came so n®a^ fee goes fT '^ ^® ®"'® to win the 

next; and ""f f ^^--ejoiee wi*i!^i..'^*. ^°* ^^^^ sympathetic 

numbers, and to -► •* ^^TO tm fnenda on coming so near 

^"^^^^^^^S- ,. .^.-r of th« ^ 

This pecnhan^ Belli • ^^^^^^^'^ People has been amns- 
vas\y exhibited by ^. m one of his sonnets, which is 
e^ently irom lif ^- ^disentitled— ^ " 

I^i Pu^ajTAim DEL Lotto. 

Come ctov?^® "^ "ae bo' accecato 

A nTin o»pi ^ fabbolk del AUg-o / 

Ma aaenti : ^^ mcontrai sabbito al Lago; 

IHsoe : — ' f' ^ "«« che nun ho mag^nato. »» 

Loportoail <»*?"» ;— Ini maggna;-—!© pairo- 

U 06te sparecciua j e doppo spareccbiato ^^ ' 

£r xnago pUJ^ ^^ cane Ui aecuceiato, 

E jje lega la coda co' un spa^o. 

lo to nn ambo : tre er cane ; e eoda er nove. 

Ebbfe 1 aaaeccbeace un po ? ppe* pprim' astzatto 

Vi6 ffora come un razzo er trenta nove. 

Ma eb ? ppoteva d^mmelo ppiu ecbiaxo ? 

Nun 1' averia capito pur6 un gatto ? 

L* aveya da legk, pporc(HK>maro 1 ^ 

Dreams of numbers are, of course, very frequent and 

are justly much prized. Yet one must know how to use 
them, and be brave and bold, or the opportunity is lost 

1 How the derfl wu I ever bo blind 
As not to underatand the cabAl* ot that magiciaat 
£^ ^^.l^^ >»et Wm Saturday at the Uce ; 
He aaid, " Since yeaterdav I hare eaten nothing.** 
I carry him to the osteria- — 1»® ©»*« — I Pay : 
^e host clears the tablT-Vd »**«' ^2^ clLeand it 
Themarfcian taCn^'tSt iBly*^th«», 

iX'ln^^S.'U^ -P? 5S,*;^9 for his tan. 

Would notVverS ^I® *****«?er&ood him ? 

Pig ^doStj/StraS:;?^^ ^^ ^^*-i* «^ mnnber. , 
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.<^tf^iib^ 



'L^, *^e^*U* 1?r^^ the tiv. >^>> 



wltttely lew^ tte^ V,. 1 ^\^o ^y^e 's o^^T-^^ti^^ g»od counsel 

*«»*• ^Iv^^^r ^ *^ iee CF^ .^^^ separated. 
" ®*^!Jara« o* T* A**, tJ***. fool I ^f « The^ numbers 

^ tl cO^^^S^>^ f*"* too." 5^4 I dM*^,^ 
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more vsxxsAtm just as good/' The husband, who had 

eaten the bitter fruit of experience, was determined at aU 

events not to let his fortune sUp again through his fingers, 

and played the highest possible temo in the lottery, and 

waited an^ously for the next drawing. He could scarcely 

eat his breiAfast for nervousness that morning, — hut at 

hist mid-day sounded, and the drawing took place, but no 

one of his numbers came up. " Too late! taken m I he 

cried. ** Confound her ; she knew me better than I knew 

myself. She gave me a prize the first time, because she 

knew I would n't play it ; and having thus whetted my 

passions, she then gave me a blank the second time, because 

she knew I would play it. I might have known better. 

From the moment one lottery is drawn, the mind o^^® 
people is intent on selecting numbers for the next ^ Nor 
is this an easy matter, — all sorts of superstitions existmg 
as to figures and numbers. Some are lucky, some un- 
lucky, in themselves, — some lucky only in certain com- 
binations, and some sympathetic with others. The 
chances, therefore, must be carefully calculated, no nuna- 
ber or combination being ever played without profound 
consideration, and under advice of skilful friends. Al- 
most every event of life has a numerical signification; 
and such is the reverence paid to dreams, that a large 
book exists of several hundred pages, called the "Libro 
dei Sogni," containing, besides various cabala and mystical 
figures and lists of numbers which are "sympathetic," 
with directions for their use, a dictionary of thousands of 
objects with the numbers supposed to be represented by 
each, as well as rules for interpreting into numbers all 
dreams in which these objects appear — and this book is 
^e constant vade mecum of a true lottery-player. As 
lionilace lived, ate, and slept on his ale, so do the Romans 
fl? r^ '^^nabers. They are scrawled over the ruins, on 
me snopKloors, on the sides of the houses, and are given 
Sr f^ *^*^*- The very children "lisp m numbers, 

to pla th^^®'*® come," and the fathers run immediately 
marria^ ^^^' -Accidents, executions, deaths, apoplexies, 
become ^' assassinations, births, anomaHes of aU kinds, 
augunes and enigmas of numbers. A lottery- 
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pmbler will count the stabs on oAe^ 
Wood from a decollated head, ttiepa^"« 
turned coach, the wrinkles m the fopef, °* 
^d, the gasps of a person atrack J,^ 
<« the month and the hour and the minute 
we scudi lost by a friend, the forte stoJen bv 
™ng and everything:, to pfa.y them in the k 
^t'a'ige dream is dreamed, — aa of one beini 
on a camel, which turns into a rat, and runs d. 
chopch to hide, — the " Libro dei Sogai " ia 
suited, the nnmbera for desert, rat, camel, and 
found and combined, and the hopeful player wi 
**Pwrt^tion of a prize. Of course, dream afti 
particular numherB and combinations occurs. 
°"nd bent hi this subject plays freaks in the 
'epeats contortedly the thoughts of the day, - 
oreams are considered of special value. Some 
a startling incident takes place with a specia 
Mgnification, the run upon the numbers indica 
*• great, that the government, which ia alwa^ 
guard against any losses on its owrn part, re£i 
Wore than a certain amount to be played on 1 
"^e rest, and retui-ns the price of the tickets. 

,In the church of SaJit Agostino at Rone 
celebrated Madonna, usually supposed to l>, 
^'"■^^""no. It is in fact an antaque group, 
'fwnting Agrippina and the young Nero, 
»u>0 with a few touches transformed mto a. 
?*^ Bat since it has been newly baptizL^ 
""to the church, it has acquired great «. 
?^Mttl0M powers — and in consequence, 
from the devout exceedmgly nch pres^, 
"<«'es,valned at several thoiisands oi A^ 
^S ipon ita neck. A. short tvmV^^^' 
"ble of theae diamonds were ^^^«^ 
rtolenduriug the night; aad ^^^^^J*":^ 
f"«toat^bute the theft ^J?«|/^^ 
«Ter this may be, the loss '^^.^^^J^^ 
«»«atiou in ^me, and ^a-s tl^« *^^ ^^ 
hm for days, and as a xnoAt^^ " ^* 
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i\i&\ied to th© " Libro dei Sogni," sought out the nnmbers 

lot "Madonna, diamonds, and thief, and at once played 

tKem in tVie lottery ; and, as luck would have it, these very 

imm\>eTB were drawn, to the great delight of the people if 

not of the government, who thus lost a large sum of money. 

Another curious instance has just occurred on the occa- 
sion of the celebration of the €Oth anniversary of the Ist 
mass by the Pope Pius IX., in the year 1869. Here evi- 
dently was an incident of which lottery-players would not 
fail to make use ; some of the numbers being so plainly in- 
dicated by the actual dates, and the remainder given by 
the " Libro dei Sogni." The number 9 of course stands 
for Pius IX. ; 11 for April 11th, the date of the anniver- 
sary ; 69 for the year 1869 ; 50 for the half century which 
had elapsed since the first mass; and 2^ for the word 
" mass," of which it is the cabalistic number in the " Libro 
dei Sogni.*' Upon these numbers, called " the numbers 
of the Pope," there was a great run, and the Roman au- 
thorities immediately closed the play upon them. But the 
Italian government, less superstitious, or less sagacious, 
allowed them to be played by all the world. The "Coiv 
respondance de Rome " of the 24th of April takes the lat- 
ter view : — " Le gouvemement Italien, toujours stupide 
quand il n'est pas de mauvaise foi, n'avait pas pris cette 
prt^caution, en sorte que la plupart des joueurs avaient 
librement plac^ sur * Les Num^ros du Pape.' " XJnforta- 
nately all five of the numbers were drawn, and the result 
was a disastrous loss to the government ; or, as some of 
the clerical journals affirmed, there was the '*hand of 
God " in the event, and it was a " justification of that 
great word of Scripture, * Ludit in orbe terrarum.' " Ce^ 
tarn it is that an inamense sum of money was won by the 
players and lost by the Italian government. The " Co^ 
ff^^f^ance ^e Rome," jubilant on this result, exclaims, 

Voilk ce que tons les bons Italiens ont compris. Dieu 
s est joue de Tltalie officieUe." 

In these matters the modern Romans are the true de- 
scendants of their ancient ancestors, who took auffuries 
from dreams, being of opinion that they were the messen- 
gers of the gods, —for, says Homer, dreams descend to 
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gods ; of the different parte of the body ; of birds, beasts, 
reptiles, insects, and even of matters and things relating to 
the toilette, and ornamente and i)ortions of the dress. In 
his fifth book lie enumerates no less than ninety-five actual 
dreams, with the true interpretation to be given of them, 
as well as of the evente that followed them ; and in one 
chapter he speaks of numbers as connected with dreams, 
though he merely alludes to this subject, and does not en- 
ter into any details. 

According to Artemidorus, the ancients divided dreams 
into two classes — somnia and insomnia — the former be- 
ing affections of the mind and indicating future events, 
and the latter resultmg from more material conditions of 
the body, and indicative of the past or present. Macro- 
bius, however, m his work « In Somnium Scipionis," says 
there are five kinds of dreams, called by the B^omans, som- 
nium, visio, oraculum, insomnium, and visum (or phan- 
tasma), the latter two being of no value in divination, as 
they resulted from anxiety or over-labor. The somnium 
was the oveipo? of the Greeks which descended from the 
gods ; the visio was the appearance and return of a friend ; 
the oraculum was the announcement of some future event 
by a parent, a priest, or a god ; all of which forms of 
dream were possessed by Scipio. Macrobius also gives us 
a curious account of the symbolical meaning of 'numbers, 

which should be recommended to all who play in the lot- 
tery. ^ ^ 

Though the Romans do not admit these distmctions, 
and are behind their ancestors in all that relates to the 
plulosophy of dreams, they have an equal faith in their 
value as indicative of fortune and misfortune; and a 
iioman of the lower claas, if he have a singular dream, is 
Wl** r^^-*^.*®^ it to his friends, consult upon it, and 
Ti«^^ ^ *^ ^^ ^ *^® lottery, they purchasing the same 
n^bers a« he ; and why not, if, as Tertullian assures us, 
«n f r?^^ ^® ^^^"^^ from God " — and there be " no man 
BO looiish as never to have known any dreams come true." 

an P^lr^^^r""^ extract from Astrampsicus reads so like 
Tinmf ^w . ? ^^® of the almanacs in popular use in 
xMJme, that it ig almost impossible to believe it is not 
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modem. "Walking apo» charco»|^., "7 

?«injuiyby your enemy; ^^'[^ <i*e-*f «J^ «P««g«- 
m hw hand wiU see his Hopes frusteatg .«»«« *® Ao/cfa «^ 
*fates calamitous voyages ; if you j^^ J^^**!^«-«/o»rijriD- 
rt w a sign that you should dwell in , f^j^r** '« roar mind, 
^«an» of stars is of good, augury; ff ,ro„ £°„*"""*^' *i* 
«»ware vases, look out tv »void the plots J«„ overeartbr 
devising against you rj^ not this ttS/^S^ 
*e appearance of o^ threatens » miswL rin.^ 

gapes indicates that fgreat fall of raiTS^T IhS? 
ueara ui dreams la the discoarse of angels : eatin? figs 
denotes vain talk; seeing milt is an indication 5 |l»c^ 
^Dite, and show^ that you will escape yoor enemies ; »* 
/w oream of yonrself as being old, expect honors • if ^^ 
. naked, fear to lose your possessions ; a bad odor is * 
sign of some annoyance." Whatever we may a^y as to 
niOTt of these interpretations, the last we shall aH agree to- 
^ this connection, it seems to me that I canxiot consci- 
entioBgljr omit to state to all my Roman friena.B -who d**^ 
aognrieg and numbers for the lottery from d^restms, that » 
Possible reason why they are so often decei-ve^ i» **** 
<uvuiation8 may be found in the fact that tJxey ax® too 
mach given to the eating of beans. Apollo^ki^g I)y8Colt>8i 
jnose testimony on this subject can scarcely Vj^ iropeached, 
^leclares solemnly that beans hinder the irjcxina f«o™ ** 
^Ption of true dreams, and rather open tVv^ ^aytotb^e 
»hidi are lying and false. And Edogenes :La«^tt8,^^* 
^*« of PjiWoras," says that this phv\^^^ ^^ ^tncU? 
P«>hibited his ^ciples from the use of la^^^^ ^ot vaivo^ 
very singular reasons. Cicero also decW^^ .^j^t ^'^.^^- 
'«"» " that tranquillity of mind whwh xs ^^ce«»«^ ^w 
'«*igating truth?" Aid iS^ristotle, PUny, ;e».^A "S^^^^WA 
•«^ that "whoever wishes *«,«*jvine -fcV*.^ t^^tt tfvd. 
'^y abstain from beans." ^^l^^^^T^^^--^ ^"tS^^ 
y> that the "head of polyp*. „ *l, ^'^=^"VX ^ ^ W»»s* 
•^ to be avoided. How, ^«^» ^^^^ -*^^<A«^^ *^^, 
«Pect to divine true n«ml>e*« ^^'o,^^-^^-^ HS^J^^ ^ 
•^ans, polypi, and KarU<> foJrm «*> "°^^««^»c^,„^ «*^!VtffX > ^^ 
tteirfWS'^r Siy ^s, ^-^n^^er^-^^^o^^S-v^^-^ 
observed, which are not riow considere^^ >^^^Vk 
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that all dreams (insomxiia) 'which occur in the months 
when the leaves fall axe mK^rtain and mendacious, be- 
cause the spirit is then disturhed and turbulent ; in like 
manner as grapes, com, &zid apples at that season are dis- 
tended »»d effervescent ; and besides, only those dreams 
which Qcem after midnig^ht are to be relied upon. 
Post mediam. noetem qnmn sonmia yen. 

rr^ << I have thoug^ht it writ down in my duty " to let 
mv Italia** friends knowr ; but there are many more con- 
• ditions which they are bound to observe, would they hope 
to derive fortunes out of dreams, which it is truly shame- 
ful in the ** li^ro dei Sogni " not to report. 

Sometifl*®* in dreaming of numbers it is well not to be 
too strong ^^ ®^®'® arithmetic. A case lately occurred in 
the house of » friend, where an accurate knowledge of the 
multiplication t*^l© would have been disastrous, ffis 
maid-servant bad the luck to win a considerable sum in 
the lottery on the number 23. On her master's inquiry 
why she happ®'^®^ *** pitch on that number, she answered, 
" You see, sir, I dreamed the number 7 three nights run- 
nine and I 8*'^ ^ myself, says I, three times three is 23, 
gjj^j '^ J went and bought that number, and it came up." 
Bnt it is ^^* only by means of dreams and bookiB of 
dreami^ that the Italians seek the numbers which shall 
brine the™ * pri^e in the lottery. Sometimes, in passing 
thron h the streets, one may see a crowd collected about a 
man ounted upon a chair or stool. Fixed to a stand at 
hig V^ ^p on tb® ^«*^ ®^ 1^ chair is a glass bottle, in 
which ^re t^^ ^' *^? hollow manikins of glass, so ar- 
Tsxi^^ABB to rifl« *^^ ^"^5 l>y pressure of the confined air. 
The k of *^® l>ottle is cased in a tin box which sur- 

moJU^^'t and ^^ * movable cover. This personage is a 
ohs^^ «rith »^ apparatus for divining lucky numbers 
f^fk ^fW^- '^^ "«^^ ^«*ta^<l l-atin" nils off his 
ton^^ ^^\L -iini^^er^Pted stream of talk, while he offers 
on ^ ^^ i^e> bystanders a number of Httle folded papers 
conf ^^y ^i^^'^^' ^^^ugury, on which are printed a 

ioj^^^^^ t J^teT^' " ^ho wiU buy a.pianeta " he cries, 
" w^^ ^^ Trt^^^''^ "'"''^ ^ ^™g ^™ a prize? He shaU 
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We bis ioTtone told bim ^w^Ho "buys. ^ Who does not need 
counsel must surely be i?vtls©. I?^ere 's Master Tommetto, 
who never teUs lies. And. Ixere is J"? l>rothep still smaller 
ifl size. And Madama M^edea nutonia to advise. They '11 
write you a fortune and. l>ring a prize for a single hor 
iocco. No creature so -wise a43 not to need counseL A 
fool I despise, who keeps His hctiocco and loses his prize. 
Who knows what afortnne He *11 ^^t till he tries ? Time 's 
going, Signori, — who buys ? TV-ho buys ? '» ^^^ go on by 
the yard. Meantime tbe crovird about him gape, stare, 
wonder, and finally put tbeir bands to their pockets, out 
with theb baiocchi, and "buy their papers. Each then 
makes a mark on his paper to verify it, and returns it to 
the charlatan. After several are thus collected, he opens 
the cover of the tin box, deposits them therein with a cer- 
tain ceremony, and commences an exJioi*tatory discourse 
to the manikins in the bottle, — two ^^ whom, Maestro 
Tommetto and his brotber, are made to resemble little 



puppet hows. '^AriGara. / " (" Again I ^') j^gain he bows. 
''Lesto, Signore, un piccolo gvrettor >> ("Quick, sir, a 
little turn ! ") And round whirls the^^ puppet « Now, up, 
up, to make a registry on the ticket ! ^n^j j^ |^ conscien- 
tiously, Master Tonnnetto ! " And up the imp goes, and 
disappears through the neck of the bottle. Then comes a 
burst of admiration at bis cleverness from the charlatan 
Turning now to the otber imp, he goes through the samA 
r6ie with him. « And now, Madama Medea, make a rer- 
erence, and f oUow your busband . 

" Ed ora, Madama Medea, Cospetto I 
Fa n^ reverenza col tuo \^^ ^ 

Eyial sal im piccolo gjpetto'l 

Lesto, presto, »«'»?**? il tetto 
M ^maxito, .al l>ello Moretto - 
AlbuoBo, amaoue, tuo Tommetto." 

And up she goes. A moment after, down they all come 
again at his call; he lifts the cover of the box- Jit 
''Oh! quardo sd caro, mw huono T(mm6tton^l 
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triamphantly exhibits the papers, each with a little freshly 

written iDScription, and distribates them to the purchasers. 

^ow and then he takes from his ]X)cket a little bottle 

containing a mixtare of the color of wine, and a paper 

fiUed wit^ some sort of powder, and, exclaiming, " Ah ! 

tu hai/ame e sete^ mi pare ! Bisogna che ti dia da here 

e mangiare ! " pours them into the tin cup. 

It is astonishing to see how many of these little tickets a 
clever charlatan will sell in an hour, and principally on ac- 
count of the lottery-numbers they contain, llie fortunes 
are all the stereotype thing, and almost invariably warn 
you to be careful lest you should be " tradito,'' or promise 
that you shall not be '* tradUo ; " for the idea of betrayal 
is the corner-stone of every Itsdian's mind. 

In not only permitting, but promoting the lottery, Italy 
is certainly ^^ behind ^England, France, and America. 
This system no longer exists with us, except in the dis- 
guised shape of gift-enterprises, art-unions, and that un- 
pleasant institution of mendicant robbery called the raffle, 
and employed specially by those " who have seen better 
days." B"* * ^^^ parallel to this rage of the Italians for 
the lottery is to be found in the love of betting, which is a 
national characteristic of the English. I do not refer to 
the bets upon horse-flesh at Ascot, Epsom, and Goodwood, 
by which fortunes change owners in an hour, and so many 
men are ruined, but rather to the general habit of betting 
upon any and every subject to settle a question, no matter 
how trivia^' for which the Englishman is everywhere re- 
nowned ^^ *^® Continent. Betting is with most other na- 
tions a f ^'^ ^* speech, but with Englishmen it is a serious 
fact bX^A ^^ ?^.® ^*^1 ^e long in their company without 
fi^din^ ^n opinion backed up by a bet. It would not be 
very M^^^^ ^ parallel those cases where the Italians dis- 
regarrf^^*^ solemnity of death in their eagerness for omens 
of Joj^^ ^y numbers, with equally reprehensible and appar- 
ently ^^0*^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ betting in England. Let any one 
^ho d j.t^*® this examine the betting-books at White's and 
Broot ^^- In them he will find a most startling catsr 
logixQ^ty^^' — ®^"^® so bad as to justify the good parson 
uiXo- ^ Al^'^ story, who declared that tiiey were such an 
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impious set in Ms respect aA ^WTute's, that, " if the last 
tramp weie to fto\md, tliey iw-ould ^t puppet-show against 
judgment " 1^^ one instaxxce suffice. A man, happen- 
ing to drop down at tbie door of White's, was lifted up 
aud carried in. He was insensible, and the question was, 
whetlier he were dead oir not-^ Bets were at once ^ven 
and taken on both sides, and. it being proposed to bleed 
him, those who had taken odds that he was dead protested, 
on the ground that the ixs© of the lancet would afEect the 
fairness of tiie bet. In tKe xnatter of play, things have now 
much changed since tbe time when Mr, Thjmne left the 
club at White's in disgust, "because he had only won twelve 
hundred guineas in two months. There is abo a desicrip- 
tion of one of Fox's mornings, about the year 1783, which 
Horace Walpole has left ns, and the truth of which Lord 
Holland admits, which, it would be w^H for those to read 
who measure out hard 3ustice^ to the Italians for their love 
of the lottery. Let us be fair. Italjr is in these respects 
behind England by balf a century ; ^^^t it is as idle to 
argue hard-heartedness in an Italian -^vho counts the drops 
of blood at a beheading as to suppose that the English 
have no feeling, because in the bet ^e have mentioned 
there was a protest against the use of ^^ lancet, op to deny 
kindliness to a surgeon who lectix>?es on structure and 
disease while he renaoves a cancer. 

Vehement protests against the lottery and all gaming 

are as often uttered i^ Italy as ^igg^hepg . ^nd among 

them may be cited tbis passage from "L'Asino" by one 

of the most powerful of her modern writers, Guerrazzi : ^ 

"Is not Tuscany tbe garden of Italy? So say the 

Tuscans ; and the Florentines aad, that Florence is the 

Athens of Tuscany. 'rj^^?;;^^^ .«^^"^ beautiful. Let us 

search in Tuscany. ^*^ liart>erino di MugeUo, in the 

midst of an olive-grove, /^^^^^f^^^^etery where the vines, 

which have taken root m the outer walls and climbed over 

their summit, fall ^'^^.^'^^Jt^r.i^^^ ^P^^^^ as if they wished 

to gaarland Death ^*S,JJSrn« ^i^^l^ ?^^^ ^* «™ile; 

over the gate, strange g^^^^^-^ of the tombs, two fig-trees 

g^ve their shadow and t^uuio recompense the piety of the 

paaaexa-by, giving a fig «* ^^change for a Be Profundis ; 
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whae the ivy, rtretching its wanton amw over the black 
cross, «»*«^J""k *? «l*»«^e the austere sign of the Re- 
demption witit the joc^d leaves of Bacch,^,and reealb to 
your nund ^ "?«| -Pluyne who vainly tempted Xeno- 
cratefl. A ^^ cemetery, by my faith! a cemetery 
to aponse m ^f^r^ intense desire to die, if only for 
the pleafiore of being buned there. Now observe. Look 
into °'y.*rf*;S**"V What figures do yon see? A 
priest With a pick ; after him a peasant ,dth a spade; 
and hel»»dj^«"»» woman with a hatchet; the priest 
holds a ^J^,^l the hair ; the peasant with one blow 
strikes off »«» neaa ; then, aU things being carefully rear- 
ranged, V^^J^*^^ and woman, after thrusting the 
head into a Back, return as they came. Attention, now, 
for I cb»»«? r* JiV*^®- ''^hat figures are these that 
now appeal •,t;^*»'*hen ; a fire that has not its superior 
even in the xnierno ; and a caldron, where the hissing and 
boiling water sends up its bubbles. Look about, and what 
do you see/ ^^r the" priest, the peasant, and the house- 
wife, and J» "^r*™*"* empty a sack into the caldron. 
Lo ! a head '^ out, dives into the water, and floats to 
the surface, now snowmg its nape and now its face. The 
Lord help «» • " ^ an abominable spectacle : this poor 

^"^^pT^tiS ?«rialT'V^P!'^««"'« to «ay, Give me again 
my Christian »""ai • That is enough. Only take note 
that in Tuscany, m the beautiful middle of the nineteenth 
century, » »f fX*^® ^as violated, and a sacrilege com- 
mitted, to o*'**"'.*^"' the hotted head of a corpse good 
numbers to P^f"*^ lottery ! And by way of cVroUary, 
add this to y««;?°te, that in Rome, Sapd Mundi, and 
m Tuscany, ^ 1 ^^^' ^* » prohibited, under the 
severest P«°*'7%> P% at Faro, Zeeehinetto, Bane^ 
FaUito, ^ef'^jj^:^' f«d other simUar games ^t cards, 
where each P*!^"^^ l^'e the whole or hdf the stakes, 

whUe the fi^^T^^rV^^o^rage the play of the Lottery 
by which, o«t of «^ hund ^^ ^^J* ^ ^j^ ^^ ^ 

nmg, eighty »';^e«e'^ed for the bank,'^and forty or so 

Mundi, and ^ jK^*^' ^*'<ien of Italy, Faro, ZmU- 
fustto. Rosso, e J^Tera were prohibited, a^ acknowledged 
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P^ of social ex£8«;exx<:e azxcl open d^M »*♦ 

as a setp-off fox- "^liidx. deprivation ^. tv 
teiyisstm kept on foot." ' *A^ 1 

"npiobable as it seexus, is founded J^ . ^C^, 



pearly proved, on juaicial inv^estf^^- JK V ^^^*. ,^ 

It 18 weU known iA Tuscanjr and /^TO^V^V ^ ^^^*o "^ 
^turical narrati-v-e (*' H Sortilegio") >%^ * :(^> _. °^^^ 
^a8caIl poet, of true fire and gea,^ <>> Jldk^W^tw^*te^ 
▼ices of his conntirv- in verses reaia»i '» v. \^^ ^ >r *iitp^' 
and power. According- to iiim, fj/'i^iJ^V^I. *»,i^««,^ 
resorted to in *v.i«. ^«.sa v-a^i a« fi.;;. <k <*v^^ . 'j. y^'«^« 



j-uscan poet, of tame fire and gea,^ «> J^^W^t.^*te^ 
▼ices of his conntirv in verses reaito i " v^. \S^% >! ««</; 
and power. According- to iiim, fj/'i^iJ^V^I. *»,i^««," 
ported to in this ca,ae was as /o/fol^ ^^^ jf '*' »anJ'^ ' 
mvented it ordered liis dmpes to a^^hX.^^^ J^Sd^" 
or twilight, ninetv drjr chick-peae^^rs." •^^ ^i*!^ '*o", 
each of these to write ono of the oi' ^T?^>.^V«o^r°*«P° 
^ lottery, ^th ao int made of "5^^ Jj. ^C^ dat»° 
would not be affected bjr water ^H^ »» ''^^' *»d upon 
sharpen a knife, taking- care that V *^5^ '»*aber8 drawn in 
toach no one during the operatioto^^ ~*^, *"** ^'^' ^^'^ 
fasting, they were to dig^ up at >^.5 J*"l 
dead, and, having cut off the head ft**^H^" - 

fcr^.^u*'**'^* the^ beans thri^-^ ^^^o^^t^tvTwS: 
™nce, and then, on tlierr knees, to "* ^^d to siia;ke tixem 
into the skull. Xhis ^wradsi theii to V>^^^^* tKexn o»e ^y o'^® 
of water and set on the fire to boU. "^ r^l^eA '^\^;^^lZr 
boiled violently, the head would lo^* ^^^*^\\>oxv^ ^o i^ba*. 
some of the beans wonia be ejecte^^r^^^ S^e ^^t^^"- 
which were thus tlxrovp-n tx> the aixxr^Esfc^i^ -^o^ ^^^^ ^«^^ 
term for the lottexy. Tlie wrefcolzfc.«<3L ^L^'^vvcc.e^^ ^^ ^^ 
another feature of superstition to irLs^-a_3r^^ ^c\v^ i^ ^^^ ^v«^ 
Horrible device. They selected tlxe* lb*.^fe^i.^L ^j^n.-. ^ ^.oss^es^ 

who had recently diea., on the gTcroy^^Ki^^k. ^^ ••^^ ^ 

studied algebra, he i^w^as a g;reat ca\>a^^^^^r> ^^^' ^^"^^s^^ 
from his head ijvoxild \>& smre to dra- Ti -- ^^'-^J^^^^e* ^\^^X\h9^^ 
Some one, I havo x^lo doubt, ^^^^'"^^^^.^-^ -^>>® vs>^^^\.c^^^ 
bow the nnmhers -tha^t. hnbbled ^1^ ^srrm=-^sm^^ e, ^"^^^ afS^^ 
am very sorry to say t.lxat X ^a-^^^^^^^ ^^^-o^lt^^*'^ 
cariosity, for the Ix^t^^r^erence ''\^^^.,^^^^^^^^'^'' 
completion of the aoToe^ry. bo tn« 
to consult some otii^ex- oabahat, 
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*' stOl' arte segieta 
I^ raSDBx la Forfcana pep fl naao, 
Peaoando il oerto nel grpan mar del Caw." 

Despite a widespread feeling among the higher classes 
against the lottery, it still continaes to exist, for it has 
fastened itself into the habits and prejudices of many; 
and an institution which takes such hold of the passions of 
the people, and has lived so long, dies hard. Nor are 
there ever wanting specioas excuses for the continuance of 
this, as of other reprobated systems, — of which the strong- 
est is, that its abolition would not only deprive of their 
present means of subsistence numhers of persons employed 
in its administration, but would cut off certain charities 
dependent upon it, amounting to no less than forty thou- 
sand scudi annually. Among these may be mentioned 
the dowry of forty scudi which is given out of the profits 
received by the government at the drawing of every lottery 
to some five or six of the poor girls of Rome. The list of 
those who would profit by this charity is open to all, and 
contains thousands of names. The first number drawn in 
the lottery decides the fortunate persons ; and on the sub- 
sequent day, each receives a draft for forty scvdi on the 
government, payable on the presentation of the certificate 
of marriage. On the accession of the present Pope, 
an attempt was made to abolish the lottery system ; but 
these considerations, among others, had weight enough to 
prevent any changes. So deeply is this system rooted in 
the habits and thoughts of the people that it would be 
difficult if not dangerous to decree its immediate abolition 
— even the Italian government has not as yet ventured to 
interfere with it. 

How deeply it is rooted in Italy will appear by a glance 
at some of the statistics of the lottery. The official report 
lately published in Florence shows that the revenue de- 
rived therefrom by the Italian Treasury is 60,000,000 
francs, or nearly as much as the proceeds of the tobacco 

2S?aS?J^*. ^"^ ^® province of Naples, which contains 
8b«,000 mhabitants, the sums paid yearly for lottery 
tickets amount to from 25,000,000 to 26,000,000 francs; 
and even at Turin, where the mania for the lottery is 
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to form a rale in favor of the nickname radier tban of Ae 
real name, and in many cases the former ha* utterly obll^ 
erated the latter. Thus Squint Eye {Gv^c%ru>)^ J^rty 
Tom (Ma8a4ieio\ The Litde Dyer (Tintoretto), trreat 
George (Giargione), The Garland-Maker (Ghvrland^wh 
Luke of the Madder (Liica della robbia), The L^^le^Pf ^" 
iard {Spagnoletto), and The TaUor's Son {Dd bar^h 
would scarcely be known under their real names ot i^ar- 
bieri, Guide, Robusti, BarbareUi, Corradi, Ri^®^?' *° , 
Vannucchi. The Ust might be very much enlarged ; Dui 
let it suffice to add the following weU-known names, auoi 
which are nicknames derived from their places ot burtn. 
Perugino, Veronese, Aretino, Rsano, GiuUo, Komano, 
Correggio, Parmegiano. , 

The other day a curious instance of this occurred to me 
in taking the testimony of a Roman coachman. On being 
called upon to give the names of some of his companions, 
with whom he had been in daily and intimate intercour^ 
for more than two years, he could only give their nick- 
names ; their real names he did not know, and had never 
'^eard. One of his friends, to whom I wished particulaTly 
^ write, in order to obtain some important information, 
he only knew under the extraordinary name of Lo Zoppo 
«* Spltcca. . Vainly I sought to learn his real name and 
address, he always gave the same answer. " Eh, Signore, 
^ oiiJy know him by that name — ' The lame one of t^e 
^Itigen/ and if you address a letter to him anywhere by 
^at name it will be sure to reach him, for everybody 
^owB him on the road." A little, gay, odd genius, whom 
''■ ^ok into my service duringr a vUleggicutura at Siena, 
^^Uld not answer to his real name, Lorenzo, but remon- 
l^ted on being so called, and said he was only Pi]^ 
Sr^e little P*ipe), a nickname given to him when a child, 
f^ottx hia precocity in smoking, and of which he was w 
r^'^iaua SLS if it were a title of honor. "You prefer, 
^®^, t<y l>e caUed Pipetta ? '' I asked. '' FelicissimI sV 
^^ hiB answer. ^^ Not a foreigner comes to Rome that his 
^^e ^oes not suffer a sea-change into something rich 
^^ Httr^T^S^'* - ^L !^H^^ Saxon names are discarded, 
"^d ji V»^^ cliristenmg takes place. One friend I had who 



WM called B Mcdlrioonica^ another, La Barharossa, 

MiollieT, II bd Signore, axiotlier, who was Uear-fiighted, 

(^ Cieco,— aad still anot^lxex*, II lungo Secco ; but gen- 
erally they aie called after tlie number of the house or 
the name of die street in -wliicli. they live,^ — Lq^ Signorina 
Mia Umda M Palazzo GrctZit^in, — II Signore QvMordici 
Capo le Case, — Monsi&u.r' e Jkfadama Quindici Terzo 
Fiano, Ccyrso, — La VeccHi^cb hrutta del Corso. 

But to return from this digression. J^^ every country 
festival may be seen a peculiar form of the lottery called 
Tombola ; and in the notices of these festas^ which are 
placarded over the walls of Rome for weeks hefore they 
take place, the eye iwill airways be attracted first by the 
imposing word Tombolcu^ printed in the largest and black- 
est of letters. This is, in fact, the characteristic feature 
of the/es^a, and attracts large numh^^.Q of contadini. As 
in the ordinary lottery, only ninety x^umbers are played. 
Every ticket contains blank spaces for fifteen numbers, 
which are inserted by the purchasex^^ and registered duly 
at the office or booth where the ticket is bought. The 
price of tickets in any single Tomhf^ia, is uniform ; but in 
different Tombole it varies, of cov^rse, according to the 
amount of the prizes. These are generally five, namely, 
— the-iTnfto, Temo, QzcaternOy O-^^^^^^^^ and Tombola^ 
though sometimes a second -^orr^f^^i^ or Tomboletta is 
added. The drawing takes plac^ j^j precisely the same 
manner as in the ordinary lotte^r-^^ IjuIj ^th more cere- 
mony. A large staging, with a pavilion, is erected, where 
the ofaeers who are to superintend, the drawing stand. In 
Ihe centre is a glass vase, in which the numbers are placed 
after having been separately venfied and proclaimed, and 
a boy gayly dressed ^^^^^^^^^^^^ >" the ninety nimibers 
are dravm; aiid as ea<^^^^^^«> ^t is caUed out, and exhib- 
ited on a large card, .^^ff^^ i^l ?i' ^ ^^^ framework, 
elevated so as to ^^7'^^^^^^' ^^^^^^^^^.Y <iivi8ions corl 
responding to the ninety ^^?jberg, ^nd on this, also, everv 
num\>er is shown as soon as it xs drawn. The first person 
who has upon his ticket two ^^^ ^^^^ gahT^ 
Awbo, wYdch is the smaUest prize. Whoever S l^ 
three numbers drawn on a Une gains a Temo ; and so on 
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WCb. t^kxe Qiwat^^^ and Cinquino, The Tomftoia, wbich 
\s \]b© great prize, ia won bj whoever first has his whole 
^itoen YxninWers drawn. As soon as any one finds two of 
tKe drawn numbers on one line of his ticket, he cries 
'^^Atnho^'* at tbe top of his lungs. A flag is then raised on 
the pavilion, the band plays, and the game is suspended, 
while the claimant at once makes his way to the judges on 
the platform to present his ticket for examination. No 
sooner does the cry of ^^Amho,^^ " T&mo" " Quatemo" 
take place, than there is a great rustle all around. Every- 
body looks out for the fortunate person, who is immedi- 
ately to be seen mnning through the parting crowd, which 
opens before him, cheering him as he goes, if his appear- 
ance be poor and needy, and greeting; him with sarcasms, 
^^ he be apparently well to do in the world. Sometimes 
there are two or three claimants for the same prize, in 
which case it is divided among them. The Ambo is soon 
**ken, and there is little room for a mistake ; but when it 
comes to the Qtiatemo or Cinquino, mistakes are very 
common, and the claimant is almost always saluted with 
chaff and jests. After his ticket has been examined, if he 
^ve won, » placard is exhibited with Ambo, Temo, Qua- 
terno on it, as the case may be. But if he have committed 
^^ error, down goes the flag, and, amidst a burst of laugh- 
^\y jeering, whistling, screaming, and catcalls, the disap- 
pointed claimant sneaks back and hides himself in the ex- 
cited crowd- 4^* * really good Toinbola, where the prizes 
are high, there is no end of fun and gayety among the peo- 
P^®' They sta^nd with their tickets in their hands, congrat- 
ulating each other ironically, as they fail to find the num- 
^®rs on thextxy Paying all sorts of absurd compliments to 
®^h other aJ^d the drawer, offering to sell out their 
chances at eXxoTmoua prices when they are behindhand, and 
letting off all ^^orts of squibs and jests, not so excellent in 
^emseJves ^^ provocative of laughter. If the wit be Httle, 
"^® fim is fi-r^^*; ^!^^' ^^ *^® excitement of expectation, 
* great d^l of real Italian humor is often ventilated 
^<>fl^etinjes ^* country fairs, the fun is rather slow, 

ParticuJa^,^ -«^^^^® ^^® P'^izes are smaU ; but, on exciting 
occasions ti^^^^ ^ * constant small fire of jests, which is 
amusing, ' 
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TWo Tombole aio sometimes gfot up with great pomp. 
TlKimstotice, which sometimes takes place m the Vill» 
SLisoneof the most ^*^^^ Z^^^}'^^^ 

auiatte is erected a large P»;f ^«'*' ^?^ ?»■ «>^«" "^Ja 
with covered logge or ^cUch*, festooned with yeUow and 

Se !ldiePapal colore, aaorned with flags, and closed 

«^dvnSrich old arrases pictured over witii Scripture 

S Beneath the central pavilion is a band. Midway 

Sr&eMaphitheatre, oxx either side are two more %</«, 

S»i;d4e<i, where two or -»- j>»«d« «« ^^"^ 

-«mdstiU another at the opposite end, for the »«»« P^ 

poT ?he hgge which fla«k the paviUou "« f ^ by 

ticket, and & with the richer cWs. Ttoee ^eat 

rtaging, show the numhers as they «»« drawn. The pt of 

themphitheatre is densely packed .^th » modey cr^d. 

dark^een * «We ^g^flj^^^^e t^ aa^ fro. All around on 
of cavalry glitter asj^eym ^ ^ ^^ ^^^ 

the green stopes »^« J*"!. Ld tho^isands of gay dresses, 
ari^plSSf^^^^en the ^. ThK. band^ 
play su ces Jely as the ^^^^''^^. S^thers. They have al- 
ready arrived by tl'O^'^^^'n fl^lt*** ^"^ ^ 7f, It 
beg,i, and thousands are «*^^J?!^^ ^ see it. All the 
6 , CM 11 la ^ outstarta and through the trees 

Sl^T^^^LTxleTstream the ^J,owds on foot. As we 
il^ TeXe of the amphitheatre and look up, we 
tret a laint Wea of the old Bomaa gatherings when Rome 
SotSldf to ioin in the games at the Colosseum. Row 
^t; &ey Btond, a m«^^ gay and swarming life. 
The suiilight^flashes «^f^^««;<i ^^^ «° ,tte rich 

colors. The tall S^^^^^^S!^ T^' Z^ dark ilexes 
overshadowthemhere aud^ere; aWe them is the soft 

blue dome oi the XtaUs^ «»^^ TJey we gathered romid 

the mttetta, - they *^^f^|2* '»*»* ^^^^ balconies, - they 

crowd the stone ^^'^^\^Sj^\^vT^l "^"^ ?* *^! 
ampUtheatre's pit. ^of^^ cymbals the cUrion of 
trutm^ and ^e cla«^ ot braaen music vibrate in the air. 
I^rf wS is abroad to see, from the infant in arms to 
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the oldest inhabitant. Monsignori in purple stockings and 
tricarnered hats, pewants in gay reds and crimsons, caa^ 
dinalB in scarlet, rnnces, shopkeepers, beggars, foreign- 
ers, aOl mingle togeth^ ; while the screams of the vendere 
of cig»r«> pumpkin-seeds, cakes, and lemonade are every- 
where heard over the suppressed sea-like roar of the crowd. 
As you walk along the outskirts of the ma«s, you may see 
Monte Gennaro's dark peak looking over the Campagna, 
and all the Sabine hilk trembling in a purple haze, — op, 
strolling down through the green avenues, yon may watch 
the silver columns of fountains as they crumble in foam and 
plaah in their mossy basins, _ op gather masses of the 
sweet Parma violet, and other beautiful wild flowers. 

The only other games among the modem Romans, 
which deserve particular notice fiom their peculiarity, are 
those of Cards. In an Italian pack there are only forty 
cards, the eight, nine, and ten of the French and Eng- 
lish cards havmg no existence. The suits also have dif- 
ferent eigns and names, and, instead of hearts, spades, 
clubs, and diamonds, they are called coppe, spade, bastoni, 
and dert€tr%, — aU being of the same color, and differing 
entirely xn form from our cards. The coppe are caps or 
vases ; fctie sj^ade are swords ; the hastmi are veritable 
ciubs or l>ludgeon8 ; and the denari are coins. The games 
are stiJl rx^ove^ different from ours than the cards, and they 
are l^^o-n in »iumber. There are Briscola, TreseUe, 
^<iCabres^^\-^^'^^FaUito, Sossa e Nera, Scaraccoccia, 
^pa, S'^i^zt^^y faraone, Zecchinetto, Mercante in Fiera, 
f'» Bo^^icay -^'^o^Morde, Uomo-Nero, La Faura, and I 
™ow ^^^ how many others, — but they are recorded and 
explained ^ "^^ ^ook, and are only to be picked up orally. 
Wherever y ^^ &o on a festordsij, you will find persons 
playing cards- -^t the common osterias, before the doors 
or on the ^fV^ .^^^l^s vvithin, on the ruins of the Cjesars' 
palaces and *^ r^® ^^iiiple of Peace, on the stone tables 
in the ^y^' ts of^^^Ms along the pubUc roads, on the 
uncarved blocK^^^^^^^ .^ J^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ptors' studios, 

m the antecn»*""^r8 oj* r ^-laces, — every where 

cards are P^7^^' Ifiv^^^rfirts a pack^in his 
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pocket, m^ ^e Eavor of the soil upon it Th^ playing 
18 ordinarily ior very loiw^ suxxis, often for nothing at aJl. 
ButtWe are Bom© games iwrlxicli are purely games of luck, 
and dangerous. Some of -these, as Mossa e Nera^ Banco- 
FaUitOj and Zecchinettay thougH prohibited by the gov- 
ernment, are none the less favorite games in Rome, par- 
ticularly among those vv^ho pl»y for money. Zecchinetto 
may be played by any riLiiml>er of persons after the follow- 
ing manner : — The dealer, WYio plays against the whole 
table, deals to each player one card. The next card is 
then turned up as a tru.mp- Each player then makes his 
bet on the card dealt to liim., and places his money on it. 
The dealer then deals to tlie table the other cards in order, 
and any of the players may bet on thetn as they are thrown 
down. If a card of tlie number oi that bet on, issue 
before a card corresx>on.ding to the nixniber of the trump, 
the dealer wins the state on that e£|,rd; but whenever a 
card corresponding to tlie trump is^^es, the player wins 
on every card on i?vhiclx lie has bet. When the banker or 
dealer loses at once, tlie bank "^ t^oppcUy' and the deal 
passes, but not otheri^v-ise.^ Notlung^ ^an be more simple 
tlian this game, and it is just as daiXgerous as it is simple, 
and as exciting as it is dangerous. j^ ^^^^ Roman princU 
pessa is said to have been pasM.onat;^iy fond of it, and to 
We lost enormously by it. ^,^® Btory runs, that, while 
passing the evening at a f nend s Ixonse, she lost ten thou, 
sand scudi at one sitting, — apon ^vhich she staked her 
horses and carriage, ^which were at the door waiting to take 
her home, and lost them also, ©he then wrote a note to the 
prince, her husband, saymg that she had lost her carriage 
and horses at ZecchinettOy and washed others to be senf 
for her. To this he answered th^t ^^^ ^.^^ nz 

foot, - which she was obliged to do. ^ "" ^^ 

This win serve at least as a specimen of the games nl^ 
chance played by the f^^^^^ cards Of the ^Z £ 
nocent games, Bnscola, J^resette, and Scaraccoocia «^ 
tlie iavoxites among the common people. Th^it^ 
these is, perhaps, the most popular of all. ft ig ^^^^ 
by eltUr^two or four persons. The FarUe or ffl 
counta as two ; the CavaUo (equal to our queen) as three ; 
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the Re (king) as four ; the three-spot as ten ; and the ace 
as eleven. Three cards are dealt to each person, and 
after the deal the next card is turned as trump, or Brk- 
eola. Each plays, and after one card all round is played, 
its place is supplied by a new deal of one card to each. 
Every card of the trumpHSuit takes any card of the other 
suits. Each player takes as many counting-cards as he 
can, and, at the end of^ the game, he who counts the most 
wins, — the account being made according to the value of 
the cards, as stated above. 

Far better games than this are Tresette and Calahre- 
seUa. These are the favorites of the Cardinals, Monsig- 
nori, and Prelates, when they play among themselves in 
purely Roman society ; and so persuaded am I that they 
will also be favorites of yours, that I deem it my duty to 
acquaint you with the rules of these two admirable games. 
The more you play them and the more you enter into 
their finesse, the more you will enjoy them ; for, though 
apparently simple, they require much skill and calculation. 
At all events, one gets tired of constantly playing whist, 
even though ** "With a clean hearth and the rigor of the 
game," demanded by all players of the order of Mrs. 
Battle ; and certainly Calabresella, which is played by 
three, is better. than whist with a dummy. Try these 
games, my good fnend, and ever after you will thank me 
and believe in the taste of the Prelatura of Rome. 

And first as to the general rules. The Italian cards 

being only forty i» number, you must throw out the eight, 

nine, and ten spots of the French pack. In playing, the 

liighest card in ^.^^ ^^ ^^ three-spot, then the two, then 

the ace, after which follow the king, queen, knave, seven, 

six, and so on. In "aaking up the game the ace counts 

one point. The ^*V^^ enumerated cards, from the three 

to the knave ind^*^®' ^^ount one-third of a point, three 

being required to fJ^^^ ^ point. The last trick also counts 

one point, indep^^ ^^* ^^ ^^ ^^^ composing it. No 

card can take »tiO^^^^ ^^^^ ^* ^^ * higher card of the 

same suit, there b^^^ ^^ trumps. The first hand in every 

trick has the nVl^*^ i^ playing his card, to strike it on the 

teble, and thus tc^ indicate to his partner that he wishes 



^11 to rehim tbe le&<l, or to drag it aj^. 
aicatethe opposit^e. $ 

Now as to the speciaJ. »t>1o» of ^'Jy,^ 
played between f oux- j>oxwod«, who sgT^ 
»iwt, ind the ca.x-dB »ro distributei/, ^^ * 

fiwt by fours and fchon bj' tigress, ^^0( v -v "^i^ ^^ 

'lAer exwaining his cards ca^h P%e,. .*»tj^ ti %.^ <i - "^^ & 
game commences, to aeclare or c4,V^^< *^6/*^**^ '^ 
"»ee cards of tluree spots, tiiree o^*** .^i ^j? t^^**,"^^« 
aces ; or in case ho holds wiiat is cah t*»5*i *<*ri ^''''«- -^u? 
which is the three, two, and »«« o/oT^tJ^ti «»! ' *ei&nf™''^ 
This he does by sa.yir»g- " a^ciuo,"^^^ ^ ^^T,^ Ae a^^X" 
But he U not bound to tell »?.^*WAq < ^k *'^^' f' t^nse 
WU played. Then he ^a^* Sa, 'IK^^I «»« S"^/' 
three mm, three twos, three tArees > ^i^^^^ ^cJ^im 
A' any time during- the grame (Je ' '^^^ KTf. '^^ *^ fi"* 
demand, in case he claho an^thi,, '^K ^. ,*hep he clsima 
*«««," what he claims ; but he ma^ ^:^*^ lu^'^^'^^hTt'" 
tne iMt card of the trick, during \vK?'^'^^t>t the " Jf%%J° 
ol which the demand is made, is pla^*^'ili***« to auawer untU 
hotda the " Na.polita,na.y" or thre^3^^^ a' " "" \^!^« 
three threes, counts three points o»» ^'^ea^^^e tw^^o^ 
hold four threes, twos* or aces, he coi^ ^^^^^K eerlsB- It \>» 
game now commences. Ea«h party ^^^^ ***"'' *"'^*'^k5^ 
many counting-cards as it can, and -ww-S^*"'*5ft *** p*»y*A 
ewh counts according to the general. :k-«:».1^^ "toet'"^* ^^S*'"' 
three cards for the takiing o£ the last> ■t.ri<i\t, 0>'**^(^^», »** 
every ace, and one for each two, tliTK-es«>, ■feS***^.^ 'i'"^'™ ^ 
^ve. The number thna made u.p is <1A.-vV*^^id*'^^*^-^„«, 
giTe the number of points C^- ca>^d. t>esi«^.fe-' j^e^ -^^ ^e©i.- 
one^hird of a point"), a«d to these ^-r-e. *P-^ov^ ^^^\ortr^ 
made by the claim- The number "^^^^^t^^^^^-o*^;^*.*. <^^ 
latedby^reement at twenty-one, "^-Y^^^f^^S^^ -v„6« '" 

We. No card tatea a tricfc unleas »«i '^^^vc.5.* 

mit which is led. 

Calahresella, is played "by *<^^JPL, 
Sre dealt to each \>y *o«^?' J*^ ■!: ** 
art placed on the taVAe wxtb W^«^^^, 
player, after exaMMaa-xng ?^^f^ o*;T 
Strong enough to pl^y a-samstd** 
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made partners, bo declares. In such case be has ihe right 
to demand, first, any three-spot that he wishes, and the 
person who holds it must surrender it to him, receiving in 
return, before the playing^ conunences, any card the other 
chooses to give. He then may torn up the four cards on 
the table, so as to be seen by all, and take them all into 
bis hand, which he makes ap at his pleasure, replacing 
SAy four cards on the table with their faces down. These 
the other players cannot examine, and they belong to the 
hand that takes the last trick. The party which makes 
the most points wins, and the counting is made according 
to the general rules before stated. If the three which he 
demands is among the four cards on the table, he cannot 
call for another three. But in case all the threes are dealt 
to him and not otherwise, he may call for any card of two- 
spots. In case the first person is not strong enough to play 
againsi; the other two, he passes his right to the next, 
and i£ he cannot stand, he passes it on to the third. If 
none accept, the cards are dealt again. If the player 
who stands against the others forgets to put four cards on 
the t»l>le in place of those he takes up, he loses the game. 
If he -vvins, he takes the stakes of each of the others ; and 
if he loses he pays each the stakes. If he does not make 
a single point he pays double ; if he takes the whole cards 
they pay him double. 



CHAPTER Vn. 

HAY IK BOME. 

la^Air has come again, — "the delicate-footed May," 

her £eet bidden in flowers as she wanders over the Cam- 

psigix»9 *^^ **^® ^<>ol breeze of the Campagna blowing back 

her loosened hair. She calls to us from the open fields to 

iearo ^^^ wails of damp churches and shadowy streets, 

and i^ come abroad and meet her where the mountains 

look d^^^^^^ *^°^ ^^ roseate heights of vanishing snow upon 
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plains of wa^g grain. Tlie hedges have p^t on their 
best diai^enea oi leaves a.Ti.d flowers, and, girdled in at 
tJieir waist by doTible osie-r "bands, stagger luxuriantly along 
Hie road ^e a drunkien Baccbanal procession, crowned 
with festive ivy, and Ixolding aloft their snowy clusters of 
elder-blossoms like thyrsi. A.mong theip green robes may 
be seen tibouBaiids of "beaixtiful wild flowers, — the sweet- 
scented laurustinas, all sorts of running vetches and wild 
Bweet-pea, the delicate vases of dewy moming^lories, 
clusters of eglantine oir svsreet-brier roses, fragrant acacia- 
blossoms covered witli l>ees and buzzing flies, the gold of 
glowing gorses, and scores of purple and yellow flowers, of 
which I know not the nanaes. On the gray walls straggle 
and cluster creepers, grass, and the htunble class of flowers 
which go by the ignol>le name of weeds ; and over them, 
held down by the green cord^ of the stalk, balance the rent 
halloons of hundreds of flaming scarlet poppies that seem 
to have fed on fire. The undulatit^g swell of the Cam- 
pagna is here ablaze iwritli them for ^^res, and there deep- 
ening with glowing grain, or snowe^ over by myriads of 
daisies. Music and song, too, are tiot wanting; hundreds 
of birds are in the h.edges« The ^ Jark, " from its moist 
cabmet rising," rains down his ti'ills of incessant song 
from some invisible lieights of bl^^ gj^^. ^^ whenever 
one passes the wayside groves, a nightingale is sure to 
bubble into song. XHe oranges, too, are in blossom, per- 
fuming the aip ; locust-trees are tasselled with odorous 
flowers; and over tlie walls of the Campana Villa bursts a 
cascade of sprays covered witn J^axxksia roses. 

The Carnival of tlie kitchen-gaj-dens is now commencm? 

Peas are already an old sto^, strawberries are abundant 

and cherries are beginnmg to make their appearance in 

these first days of May ; ^^^^ J^^^en seU them at ev^^ 

corner, tied together in r^P^Hg bunches, as in «fkl 

cherry^Tchard" which Miss H^dgeworth has made faW 

land in our childish xnetnones. Nor are the fresh^" 

tempting ones only offered for sale. You wiU somlt i^ 

hea? th! odd andWst cry of u chi vuolZ^::^^^^ 

drmve in cam? " — C ^ ^ants cherries with a ms^Z 

in thehonse?")-^^ "^^*^^' ^ho cheapens the htme^d 
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hearihstoiie he inhabits, being the maggot. Asparagos 
also has long since come ; and artichokes make their daily 
appearance on the table, sliced up and fried, or boiled 
whole, or coming up roasted and gleaming with batter, 
with naore outside capes and coats than an ideal English 
coachman of the olden times. Here, too, is fennel, tasting 
like anisette, and good to mix in the salads. And great 
beans lie about in piles, the contadini twisting them out of 
their thick pods with their thimibs, to eat them raw. Nay, 
even the aignoria of the noble families do the same, as they 
walk through the gardens, and think them such a luxury 
that they eat them raw for breakfast But over and above 
all other vegetables are the lettuces, which are one of the 
great staples of food for the Boman people, and so cnsp, 
fresh, delicate, and higb-flavored, that he who eats them 
once wUl hold Nebuchadnezzar no longer a subject for 
compassion, but rather of envy. Drowned in fresh olive- 
oil and with a dash of vinegar, they are a feast for the 
gods ; and even in their natural state, without condiments, 
they are by no means to be despised. At the comers of 
the streets they lie piled in green heaps, and are sold at a 
baiocco for five heads. At noontide, the contadini and 
laborers feed upon them without even the condiment of 
salt, crunching their white teeth through the crisp, wet 
leaves, and alternating a bite at a great wedge of bread ; 
and toward nightfall, one may see carts laden high up with 
closely-packed masses of them coming in from the Cara- 
pagna for the market. In a word, the Carnival of the 
kitchen-garden has come, and the festa of the vegetables, 
at which they do not eat, but are eaten. 

But — a thousand, thousand pardons, O mighty Cavolo ; 
~ how have I dared to omit thy august name ? On my 

•il^l' ^ potentest of vegetables, I crave forgiveness ! I 
wiU bum at thy shrine ten waxen candles, in penance, if 
thou wilt pardon the sin and shajne of my f orgetfuhiess ! 
Ihe smoke of thy altar-fires the steam of thy incense, 
and the odors of thy sanctity ' rise from every hypsethral 
snnne m Rome. Out-doors and in-doors, wherever the 
toot wanders, on palatial stairs or in the hut of poverty, 
m the convent PottagT a^dthe ''LW^'' soup, in the 
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5gatio« •' *i g*^Ao^ ^ *>«*^'' u V T °^ little .r^" 

^^^ ;Aom^4 ^^^ ae ri*''^»» *^f ^'^^ ^''^ finishing. 

^ i^tLt Aibo* «/®^ tlJ« ^ strange cha« *^°'^^ ^e cannot 
* n to U 'vaV'f^Z ba^ C a^ist, is a.i/^'T spot on which 

*i -VSf-etxnP<^a .n it, ^^'^y -i>Po-<i *o 
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have fiddled while Rome was burning, has now become a 
vast kitchen-garden, belonging to Prince Massimo (himself 
a descendant, as he claims, of Fabius Cunctator), where 
men no longer, but only lettuces, asparagus, and arti- 
chokes, are ruthlessly cut down. The inundations are not 
for mock searfights among slaves, but for the peaceful 
purposes of irrigation. And though the fiddle ot Nero 
is only traditional, and of course' utterly apocryphal, the 
trumpets of the French, murdering many an unhappy 
«train near by, are a most melancholy fact. In the bottom 
of the valley, a noble old villa, covered with frescoes, has 
been turned into a manufactory of bricks, and the garden 
of the very Villa Negroni itseft is now the site of a rail- 
way station. Yet here the princely family of Negroni 
lived ; and the very lady at whose house Lucrezia Borgia 
took her famous revenge may once have sauntered under 
the walls, which still glow with ripening oranges, to feed 
the gold-fish in the fountain, — or waJked with stately 
friends through the long alleys of clipped cypresses, and 
picnicked cMob GHorgione on lawns which are now but 
kitchen-gardens, dedicated to San Cavolo. It pleases me, 
also, descending in memories to a later time, to look up at 
the summer-house built above the gateway, and recall the 
days when Shelley and Keats came there to visit their 
friend Severn, the artist (for that was his studio), and 
look over the same alleys and gardens, and speak words 
one would have been so glad to hear, — and, coming still 
later down, to recall the hearty words and brave heart of 
one of America's best sculptors and my dear friend, 
Thomas Crawford* 

Should the ghosts of the past waken at nightfall to 
wander throu^b these gardens, they would be startled by 
the wild shriek a^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^ iron steed with his fiery 
eyes and vaporous breath, that, dragging behind him the 
long and clattering train from Naples, comes plunging 
through ancieixt walls and tombs and modem vineyards 
and cypress-alleys, to stable himself at last within the walls 
of Diocletian's a>nc\ent baths. 

But to return ^ *^® titchen-gardens. Pretty as they 
are to the eye, ^^^^ *^® ^^^ considered to be wholesome ; 
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2V A'^y,, Xt«»^ ^ gs9*^ there is ^^ t>V*^it*^ 
f "^ ^^ ^«a »f^To«^!^« from tSt^U.^ 
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age and geno*^^rtep8 ^X^^ death-rate decreases. And 
ITthe Wghe*- ^7J"/ «»^ now (1886) chaUenge com- 

parUon with *'^^T^^t ^m^"" '^f '*«• '^ Wbear 
of superstition 5- y ^ «o»^ fever." which fright- 

ens BO many **^ "Ro™^ i*"® ^*«™J «t7. has no ex- 
istence, if the *^!?to R^ **^«»- « "^nded to mean 
any fever pecj»^ there arerL"^^ not existing elsewhere. 

Fevers of ^^^^j be cal W « ST ''"' ^* **'*. " ""' 
fever which caJi'^-'^^'^ Koman." Fever and agne 

undoubtedly e^ ^ ^ hS^J"'^^' ^^ ^'^'^ 
character of wb*» ^ coimtiTrf^ -Pemwosa, but fever and 

why they should ^.^^^ ' K*»«»«i fever," it is difficnl 

or brought to 5^" R<,^*"'^^*'*Jfn8fr, and no iUness or 
death ever occurs in ^me, or after leavii^ Rome, that b 
not immediately «*«"P*Jj^^ ^e terrible tide of «Rom«a 
fever." Cancer ?^^3»«««». old age and apoplexy, 
diabetes and ^f^^^i iu * ^»«'' "aU the ills thk^ 
flesh is heir to," if ZtliS.^ ^« &*»! designation. 
Months, nay, years, may eUpse after the unfortunate 
visitor haB left .R?«'«l ^«J«^ J^e ha«d of death is laid 
upon him ; but d he has had the imprudence to come to 
this poisonous place, you wdl always hear that the seeds 
of « Roman fever " were then planted in his constitution, 
from which there is no ewape. I have even known of 
cases where the mere intention of coming to Rome, though 
it has never been earned out, ha« produced the same fatel 
result, at least the announcement of death has been ac- 
companied in the newspapers by the statement that it 
occurred from Koman tever contracted at Rome In 
saying this, I do not exa^rate facts within mv knowl- 
edge. Deaths, I suppose, do occur elsewhere, in Paris, in 
London, m New York ; and fevers exist there, I believe 
but I have never heard any such deaths ascribed to Pari^ 
fever, or London fever, or New York fever. Nor have I 
ever heard that it ^as dangerous to visit those cities because 
deaths had occurred there. But Rome, poor Rome 1 ah, 
that is different- 
Facts are strangely at variance with this ahnost uni- 



but -wlM* sre iju,t 
tctmI BoperatitioD 5 g,^pirations of f, 
stition, mere ** ''^^^ ^e tl»onsaJi''s and 
it U a fact tha-t *>* some, war, many, . 



It IB a fact ttxa-^i «^- goiMe, way, vaaay, < 

gere that visit I**^^ ^feiog- for recreatio-, u^ ^ ^ -T^-" '■• 

oM ly worry, »»^ ,^e,y yooajr, „„» „ »'»=>^ ' -'"/to^ 

mortal diseasea, <^"J^^jI,a azuob^- tliem la "Vk^ J* 

the proportion "'^.J'l^naines of all Prol *J*» 'tii^' 

dioarily amall. -^" „oiit ty tie o«>S»'"!>«^'''V»;'« J«-:^'^J "on. 

nation who die ?***V\j y, wiiaterer be its ^ ^it*,** 

ngiaorea, and '•»° "f^ boo™ be temiion,;^*^ ? ^ 

must within tweu^ ^^ Protestant cei>^*<x. ^^ 

the rooeiving J°">? " a strict li.t i. ItoS^^" lO« 

.uch death., thf"*^' Target nnmber ^J- ^»..^th 

thi. Uat attest? ^"" ' £,,r within tt^l^, >/^ 

phtoed there in t°^.°^^ of conn»i,^^ ""^K 'K 

,«» i. ten, and the ''•''^^„ „f Prole„^%KJ C* 

thiannrntor. A* ""' ""^„ot bo calc„X> ^-^s^ _ 

Eomo dnriiigr the J?^ °t „ombor woijj '>tj<' w'ttoj,''? toj' 

16,000, thi. at the •"B^'^'f^rfy «.!<! til Q<» *'>o * »«<C 

and of lh.»^ it »«■ be t «^t * «. f^^, ^ 



r'-^J TJg.it nn»b.r '^t, <^;^^^«4, - 
„ one ye«r «ithin t^T^l^,. ->■. "W 
p™.„ „„. — »"y °f™<i of conn»,C^ ^^), >K Of , 
;«.» i. ten, and tt" "^'^"C.r of P'ote, J^>,KJ Cf < 
thiannmher. A» ""' "" aj,not bo calc„i;«>;> .J'sS?* ^o^ 
Eomo doping the ^P^ "j „ombor woijj '>tj<' w'ttoj,''? ( 
16,000, thiTit the '^'^'i^ly ..id tC C"* '><> o "'< 
and of lh.«, it may b" *■"' -^ "^t "^ft It , "oo,, , 

die of feTor of any '?"'*,■ th« o«»nnii,„ Vi "» ioT,""" 
TJmBa.alestthede.'^^ ™g "h^^^'^SOo, 

», the "•■'» (fe foUort" Ijv. Ho* '*o ,„. 



who redds u, ^ 
other conntrie., 



other eoantrio., the "•■''"Se follow" Ijv Ho* '*o ,„. 
Within my own time, °* jgbtr TOr"* C"* i. >«^"'' 
not on, hL died under e.K^^Ww „j %l,.tj "^j j^«. 
them have paasod froS" *t„„i, M,S ^'On^JSe,?. .** «S°?- 
beyond tbaSHnu.. Te»^ V^^'^S^^et ««S",? 
hrod lo near ninety if; ^4^^, JWOs, A Bie„.7eil aj 

lost a day m hi. '"JVenty^eve, '<«, (}. *« h^^ J-e.^.' 
apopWtio .lt«kat re ^^ hL^'l^'^J'^'dy 

the ,an>e age. W-^J'^ionel CalJ?^ ?«».*'»»«;'' <" K 
when he died ; and ^'*^" I,b7 ^ell^ed be J^ at abn^, 
for hi. haJth forty ye»". f•fo^e "J Ho b^'^'od oS..°' 
nin.ty.fooi. Of aU the artul, »t ' SllyJ" J^i Co^ f"'' 
tone to know hero, the """^^ ^?fJtZ,Z''<»Zd " 
of an the name. I ha™ «.«„„4 4,, ^^„ ^« .. 
called Eo„.. fever. <.<,, „« Jf «» , "»J 
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^^giA t\iey ^had become acclimated, will be the answer. 
|^y\ Vmtliaw did they become acclimated ? Why did they 
not die at once, exposed as they were to the fearful rav- 
ages oi tbiB pestif eroas climate ? Why were they not the 
immediate victims of this famous Roman fever ? 

Among the strangers visiting Borne, cases of typhoid 
fever originating there are comparatively rare, and a 
careful examination will show that the great proportion 
of cases of typhoid among travellers are contracted else- 
where, brought, in an incipient stage, to Rome, and there 
developed. Among the foreign residents of Rome it \& of 
infrequent occurrence. Scarlet fever, that f earfnl scourge 
of the North, assumes in Rome the mitigated form of scar- 
latina^ and is a comparatively light disease. Cholera has 
never broken out there with virulence. For diseases of 
the throat and lungs the air is in many cases ahnost cura- 
tive. The common diseases of children, such as measles 
and mumps, are ordinarily very light. The climate is 
equable, subject to no rapid changes of temperature or 
sudden chillmg winds, and to keep well in Rome requires 
only a decent amount of common prudence. But that is 
precisely what is generally lacking among travellers. They 
exhaust their nervous energies by a constant excitement 
of sight-seeing, and are guilty of the most dangerous im- 
pnidences. 

What is peculiar here is that almost any illness is apt 
to take on an intermittent type. The common form of 
fever and ague, unless it assume the phase of Femicl- 
osa, is however by no means a dangerous disease, and has 
the additional advantage of a specific remedy. But fever 
^d ague, even its simplest form, in Rome has a very 
limited extent, and for the greater part of the year may 
be almost said not to exist in the city itself. Everything 
now is called a fever in Rome, — " LafehbH " is but a 
generic term for any illness, though it he only an indiges- 
tion or a slight cold, — and this universal use of the word 
has probably begotten to soix^^ extent in the minds <A 
foreigners the false notion of » special fever which lurks 
for every one behind every co^er of the Eternal City, to 
leap upon the unwary. The Romans themselves of the 



^^^^■SS OF BOMB, 

late ike •°^?_ easily jj^borsi, and cmla^^ ^^^ 
aiied by «* " too-*^^" bare ground, oros J^^CS^*^^ „ 
Tli,,l.i,p often jj^ge „ood performed « ..WVv^ ^Jll?" 
"tl't^'riolSi PJ^JESj- The 

r^S'*jr„re^"rs„" 

„d whil. they "^^jties «*'"* m 
^..Olr ~g=- Yt b»PP»"^ robmt 

and S, d«pite the P'X'^tho«gl" lt„ 
«.„ rf tevV .PP«»'Tbe re"»»»ta, 
tie nmm.t month.- j,<,y we™ bet,^ 
fomdi»th.£«ttb.t^^^ „»„M „j ^ 
and in e.eiy "»y """a, too. who « 

be «dd, that, when {""J^nerallj n "' S 
own fault. There "''and thei, ° |fo 
betw»n lh.ii ^•""Jt eXP<»"6 S°' 
they do Itot the less' »H . 

im««"' '7" ■;« th! •"«•"". «« ,?• « 
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expose themselves with singalar recklessness to the very 
causes of fever. After hurrying through the streets and 
getting into a violent perspiration, they plunge at once in- 
to some damp pit-like church or chill gallery, where the 
temperature is at least ten degrees lower than the outer 
air. The bald-headed, rosy John Bull, steaming with 
heat, doflfs at once the hat which he wore in the street, 
and, of course, is astounded if the result prove just what 
it would be anywhere else, and if he take cold and get 
a fever, charges it to the climate and not to his own folly 
and recklessness. Beside this, foreigners will always in- 
sist on carrying their home habits with them wherever 
^'^Y g^ ; and it is exceedingly diflBcult to persuade anyone 
that he does not understand the climate better than the 
Italians themselves, whom he puts down as a poor set of 
timid ignoramuses. However, the longer one lives in 
Rome, the more he learns to value the Italian rules of 
health. There is probably no people so careful in these 
matters as the Italians, and especially the Romans. They 
understand their own climate, and they have a decided 
dislike of death. In France and England suicides are 
common ; in Italy they are almost unknown.^ The Amer- 
ican recklessness of Hf e completely astounds the Italian. 
He enjoys life, studies every method to preserve it, and 

considers any one who risks it unnecessarily as simply a 
fool. 

» What, then, are their rules of life ? In the first place, 
"/ rA ^^^^^ iiabits they are very regular. They eat at 
stated times, and cannot be persuaded to partake of any- 
tning m the intervals. If it be not their hour for eat- 
^W« * 4^ ^^^^^ ^® choicest viands, and sit at your 
Thll o!* 1 ^' despite every temptation you can offer. 

raS^? Ses iTr^.^l ^^"^ ^l"*' ^^ ^^'^^'^^ ^^ ^' 
m Enrnr. J^i! 1 ^^ ^^^ believe there is another nation 

^"^ *^* ®ats so sparingly. In the morning they 

^ Alas I this can ««. i 
in Rome, and scM«e?v a T^' ® ^*^* Suicide is an epidemic now 
in the papers. With 1 'K i P*®*®® ***** ^^^ op more is not recorded 
demon of suicide. Li^^ ?:^ *"^ union has come in the ghastly 
easy. *-«iving iias become dear, taxes heavy, and death 






.^rtsTOllr <ntbcM mitt, . 
„« light briao'-f- „»c«^".''.*'"' ,■«'«" of :?^^, 

Jle, which Uie lff'„i^cb » 1™ • dui tk»n Nv^C^ 
mth on. vegetable. ^ dfah of .»». vegeUibj^ ^ *> 

compaedto what "• ' J, Germany. L»ts j>tv <> l«««t»«rf 
»,&ghl«t, not '"^beo dinner ^s t.te^> ^, *>0^». - 

.1 the day, ln=«"l " ""ton"- "J"" 'S'*«^ >.*»>„ "•'e^"*' 
better ch.».. ^^"/'^u o* ^read or Sn,^ « >.^« W»y 
their cup of eoBeo •»"?,„?,«, e«o.,.t .nofl^^ T>l^o '^fe 
ing,t»keiiotUn««n»'.'"<fi„,;er finishe, uJ^J. *»>;>, .j?* 
„? bread, -and the^d^ «/ <•" •''«.>i>,> J? ■»S' 
Heir work i. done- *^i„ly ajo. not eaj'V^. 0, "f cog^ 
»ythMm Itolian eef'ain^^third, « <^ *J*>oo "»'. .gf 
a. much a> a German, o'^^^j ^„„ „, ^N;?are '^ .4o„o' 
ican. Th. climate »'!" . to >"»«™i Hj" ►>>/ « «„ >» 4«ff 
much Ure food i» reqO>^ „,phore i> ^ '^tS"''v!, '^"'ei^ 
in America, where the »^ j„ Engla„j sjj^l po»^. m^ 
brain a.d lb. digert.o"; "^a.t be Coa'jO"',,;,^;'^ (b^ 
ingeSecbof thecbjoato"- ""te «». n, | to ti,„ 

UnM. ,,„„, he-ltli i^ 'Olod bv 'P««!- 

If yon wiab to keep y ^^t drtQi ' -Ttiil ^*'°"'- 

ample of the Italians. ^.^ren Jf^ i^^/i' "oUob, « 

of brandy, porter, a'"..'"', of the !>!«, K J^ " 'it,- ° «" 
„H to the lighter ^^^'^oa, By^»t.t>' oong'^'taaUj, 
Do not eih.o.1 r<""° walk. o''=ni l,J or „( "'yoa^ 
■ightreeing, nor hy lo«;| " on), 'Woh^ 'oo c„ f'«nc,. 
n?t walk much in tte »»» ■ ^j" 6„ '«pi e»rci"'»«on, 
do that, a. the proverb S°J,^^J ^Ji W ,„'«; Do. 
to cipoae yo«r«,lt, ""»» " S,'^ «;►""'/ "A ''"S- " 
lempSimJe. If yo» >»" '"'^i yl >«ddn l'>"d not 
in th. .n», b. careful not » go „ "«r»elf ^,1? *»» of 
ward, nightfall, into the lowe, O.e, .„j "'i wjUa„g 
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liave began to ga&er the damps, and are kept cool by the 
high thick walls of the houses. Remember that the differ- 
ence of temperature is very great between, the naxrow, 
shaded streets, and the high, sunny Pincio. If you have 
the misfortune to be of the male sex, and especially if you 
sufEer under the sorrow of the first great Ciesar in being 
bald, buy yourself a Utile skull-cap (it is as good as his 
laurels for the purpose), and put it on your head whenever 
you enter the churches and cold galleries. Almost every 
fever here is the result of suddenly checked transpiration 
of the skin ; and if you will take the precaution to cool 
yourself before entering churches and galleries, and not to 
expose yourself while warm to sudden changes of tempera- 
ture, you may live twenty years in Bome without a fever. 
And oh, my American friends ! repress your national love 
for hot rooms and great fires, and do not make an oven 
of your salon. Bake yourselves, kiln-dry yourselves, if 
you choose, in your furnaced houses at home, but if yoa 
value your health, " reform that altogether " in Italy. In- 
crease your clothing and moderate your fires, and you will 
find yourself better in health and in pocket With your 
great fires you will always be cold and always have 
colds ; for the houses are not tight, and you only create 
great draughts thereby. You will not persuade an Italian 
to sit near them ; — he will, on the contrary, ask your 
permission to take the farthest comer away from the fire. 
Seven winters^ in Bome have convinced me of the cor- 
rectness of their rule. Of course, you do not believe me 
or them ; but it would be better for you if you did, — and 
for me, too, when I come to visit you. 

But I must beg pardon for all this advice ; and as my 
business is not to write a medical thesis here, let me return 
to pleasanter things. 

Scarcely does the sun drop behind St. Peter's on the 
first day of May before bonfires begin to blaze from all 
the country towns on the mountain-sides, showing like 
great beacons. This is a custom founded in great anti- 
quity, and common to the North and South. The first of 
May is the Festival of the Holy Apostles in Italy ; but in 
^ To which I must now (1886) add 20 more. 



f^' 






^jlJ> ^ _ north, in Sweden 




^^^Ti TJ' wild 



blsaing - , 

11 «*nl1 



,«d9 *^*alle<l^ffoir« *^ day to >.^tk .>*t)rr^ 



^a be stir® " ^^,^ it * a^^^Viicli wiU *^ v|. >^. >* Ho one 
fti! tribe ca»^, * iS^'^ aoor, as 4'^^Ui?^^i«^« 



place a 

r*W»ir^*«^'ro*?5ioi» ri>ee^,^ t»^«8h them 
"^kSvences-^^ere iXB«l«*^on^^.«" "^Uve part 



._ ^e^'^ist ^""-«ion in v. ^"^ve part 

::^nrta onttt» — „r8ti»*» ;fc -vras the cn«4. * leaping through 
T^^e otihet ««¥«^tbe»i ^*^ rite g^^ *^*«' *« ""^We on le 



^blt?^ tlxe '***Sty.i«'ft ^a« the «!* *** Wing thro^j^ 
T^^e otihet ««¥«^tbe»i ^*^ rite g^^ *^*«' *« ""^We on L 
t^ foes, *»* f 3** *^„J* '*'"«1' *«^er back 

..tfcxq.'i? ^Il^'^*'* P«d«." - JiW, Ub. 4 
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into antiquity, and n.ay be J-^^^^^J^ ST'c^tS 

oracle of Saturn, by wbich it was ^'derea ina^ 

should be passed throogh flames, ^^^ ^bch^^^^ 

wards barbixouriy interpreted to mean that they should be 

burned aHve, as a sacrifice to Saturn. ^ 

The month of May is the cuhnination of J« ;P™g^^^ 

the season of seasons at Rome. No wonder tlmtforei^^^ 

who have come when winter sets in and take ^°g ^^^^ 

April shows her sky, sometinies growl at the "^^^^^^^^ 

ask if this is the beautiful ItaUan clime. Jl^J ™^^ 

simply selected the rainy 8ea«>n for ^^^ir jisit ; and one 

caniot expect to have sun the whole year through, without 

intermission. Where will they find more sun m the «ime 

season ? where will they find milder and softer au- • ^^^ 

in the middle of winter, days, and sometimes weeKs, ae- 

scend as it were from heaven to fill the soul with deligni , 

and a lovely day in Rome is loveUer than under any 

other sky on earth. But just when foreigners go away in 

crowds, the weather is settUng into the perfection ot 

spring, and then it is that Rome is most charmi^. l^e 

rains are over, the sun is a daily blessing, all Nature is 

bursting into leaf and flower, and one may spend days on 

the Campagna without fear of colds and fever. Stay m 

Rome during May, if you wish to feel its beauty. 

The best rule for a traveller who desires to enjoy the 

charms of every clime would be to go to the North in the 

winter and to the South in the spring and summer. Cold 

is the specialty of the North, and all its sports and gayeties 

take thence their tone. The houses are built to shut out 

the demon of Frost, and to protect one from his assaults 

of ice and snow. Let him howl about your windows and 

scrawl his wonderful landscapes on your panes, and pile 

ms tantastic wreaths outside, while you draw round the 

Diazmg hearth and enjoy the artificial heat and warmth in 

IZ wil r^'T^''^ ^^^^ it provokes. Your punch is all 

Or wJ u^ ^^ threats ; by contrast you enjoy the more. 

jigh'JleuT^ '" ^^y^S ^^^^Se^ cireering with 

vou ffo flv rt».^ u ^^"^^ wastes of snow, whUe the stars, m 

fce^jfweS^S""^^^^ that are gUttering wit^ 

J «,«xia your blood tingles with excitement, and 





^Ni> South. 

^^ ^-TM lifc^^* ^^^ incense ^ 
your breatli is Y^^^^tJ^ ^^^ ^^^ ^® ^^^ 
That is the ^eal -i^^ J^txg^^^ ^d £nd a fe^V l^ 

when you go \>&^^^ ^n»cJ b<>bi^ sour littie tbifT^^ 
a few tougb pl«^"^'^ t S^e looks sneaky eno^%^ 
apologies for S^^^ Zi^rx^&jr, and all his furs oflSfeK 
his make-belie V© ^^^^ for the South- AlJ^^ ^ 

No, then is th« \^t ^aws and sbriUB t^^ ^^ 
oatside, and *^?_ ataV' in the house at o^v^ V^ ^^ ^ 

heat the air- Yon ^-^ thick walls whic^f^^^ ^^ 
what a virtue ^^^%--o- windows and dooj^ ^"^ ^ ^^> 
fierce heats, in S^^zT the ventilation. Tq^ ^k^^O^r 
shut because yon ^^^^^d brich Boors th^^ ^ W^*.^ 
complain of the ^^""^^h yonnowspnnkl^^^i^ 
winter long, ana <»» ^ nraa The blunders "W ^ 
the air cool in yoor too - breezy loggi^ ^k ^t ' 
of winter are aU o^f"' „„„„h. to sit there O^ 
joke. Tou are irl»d ^^nlscape- ifa^. ^^ j 
wine and look o^reT ««e * ^hite grapeg ^^n>H 
great basket of P«^*® ^T comes to shar^ Vl\^ 
envies you as jaa eat, ""^^jy sngaiy ah * ^t 
luBcioos figs bursting ^j^-ety peaohea ^^ "'' 
rusted in the sun, and ^^^ Wack-«ee^ t^ 

juice in your mouth, »°**_^opi» ^^ ^oits ^^ 
Nature empties her com«« J^^^ouslv v* ^^ 
tobies over your t»W®- ^^ it*e«!a, wit/^ , 
fan yourself and take yo» -veben the *^ 
your doke far nienif' coantiv ^'^^ 

westward, if you are i» ^ ^^ ^^ yo„ 

the green lanes f es*«*»^ tfxe city, O »in, 
you go ; or, if you are m ^^^^ ^J^% ^ 
loi^ through the streets , . ^^^ 

and you take your garni/co oj ^ 

the 4ing8 of the day ^^^ 8e«>e, » 

hon^egrfupsof ^-^^Tj^^ZS^^^ 
and violms, — serenade, I^. Z' ' ^ojj^. 

all the time the great v}^f^. "^^ sta 
heavens, and the soft »ir *^ ^^ tJi^T 
blossoms blows against your che©^ 
Bay, This is Italy ! For it is nofc ^/ 
what you feel, that makes itaJjr. 
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But pray remember that in the Soath every arrange- 
ment IB made for the nine hot months, and not for the 
three cold and rainy ones you choose to spend there, and 
perhaps your yiews may be somewhat modified in respect 
of thw " miserable people," who, you say, " have no idea 
of comfort," — meaning, of course, English comfort Pe^ 
haps, I say ; for it is in the nature of travellers to come to 
sudden conclusions upon slight premises, to maintain with 
obstinacy preconceived notions, and to quarrel with all na- 
tional traits except their own. And being English, unless 
you have a friend in India who has made you aware that 
cane-bottom chairs are India-Cnglish, you will be pretty 
sure to believe that there is no comfort without carpets and 
coal ; or being an American, you will be apt to undervalue 
a gallery of pictures with only a three-ply carpet on the 
floor, and to " calculate " that, if they codd see your house 
^ Washingrton Square, they would feel rather asha-med. 
However, there is a great deal of human nature in man- 
kind, wherever you go, — except in Paris, perhaps, where 
nature is rather inhuman and artificial. -And when I in- 
stance the Englishman and American as making false judg^ 
Clients, let me not be misunderstood as supposing them the 
pnly nations in that category. No, no ! did not my Paris- 
"^^^ acquaintance the other day assure me very gravely, 
after lamenting the absurdity of the Italians not speaking 
French instead of their own language, — ^^ Mais enfin, 
'''''Onsieur, qu^est-ce que c'est que cet Italim f ce rCest que 
^e Tnauvats ^rangais.*^ Nor is it only once that 1 have 
had the fortune to hear these peculiar philological views 
put forward gravely by one of the " qrande nation." On 
airiving at the railway station at Civita Vecchia the other 
^79 I heard a little strutting French abb^ make nearly 
*^f same proposition, adding in a contemptuous tone of 
^y^e, as an illustration of the truth of his remarks — 
^^gardezy jpar exemple, on ne sait pas meme ecrire le 
V^^ bagrages- Bans leur patois il est ^bagaglie.' Quds 

, ^^t we ar^ ^oyr in May, and life is altogether changed 
^^ what i* was in the winter. AU the windows are 
^^^^ open, »»<i there is at least one head and one pair oi 
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"• aB out on their aoo™te« »o,ti„ 

S«llior, while their childroii nn, ,j^|j, ^ 

■prawling, pbiyingr, »»« aghtrng. j^^^ 

for the artist is nofV to ^^ /oand in b 

characteristic groapB ; a^d cai-ly^e&ded i 

•ieen in every- street, hair-D«ffed, with yrea 

rounded anus and Jeg»- Jt is this wii( 

so admirable a. resicieiiee /or an artist. *wv,. ^,^^_^ « .« 

easy and careless iJ» t^e out-ot-doom liftt (,"*V|^^^ ^ ^% ''^o 

people, — all poses anaoaght, all groapiag^ * M ^4^ ^■»?''«l-/*'' 

action unaffected and uneonscious. Oae ^^ ^ '^^^^^«fi^ 

every torn, — not braced up in prim fori^ti ^^^*Io.^fl?e 

in manners, not made up into the faeK,> ^ [J *io^ «i^ 

proper, but impulsive, free, luid simple, y^i^^" -V^^t^o/, 

street looking on, tJie^ are as unconswW *V^t».^ J^nT' ** 

If they were where no eye could see th/it^ ^ ^^X^V^***.-" ** 

natural, too, than it is possible for boq. "O-^lr? ti o, '^«« 

even in the privacy of ttoir soUtary roo^^ ^ ^; <),'"' -i , ' 

™e top of their lungs, as they sit „„ •^<s Jj^, ir'fr^°'' 

th.„ „„t_ „j „jj^ stout from 4oJV vS>C*o,o. 

•he street,, e conversation, and „^-«« <» <«e 6. i » 

''««> iron upper «undo«^s to their ^^tj^ i^'C,""*-? 

.«?;•«■ The £L and women w4„ e>C'>>a*'"«e7'»- « 

«ahles,«,J,^es np and down iheeii '* U^S h.,'''eo "^W 

" Pamiep,, and often accompanied V ''Cf'>i,l'''»-; 'e«d 

chat »ilh group after groap.orgej ."j' ^S^ »??«,, "« 

about price,, „ eiercile theu- ml, "ifo ' tJc^^^'* C'^j^ 

pPaitee in , very amusing w«y. J,»>1(| .X'oJS' wS. '"» 

Wle in the „„,„ig, bat tow«d, ttS.'-SrvXjT'*' del'' ^ 

"■•".better drossef and comb (fc^C'^fi, ■' °OcS 

beapmg it up in great soEd h™d8,^«"f^,' tte^J,^ *" '" 

8»W«. ear-dngs in their ear, »,j' "^d? V i**> nr**" 

™' «eck,, cme forth .oonquerio^ «8oi,'^iiiiS% i .°" 

••»»ter bueheaded up and do»^* 3ild*i«. i3 '»« jr"' 

"Mtthe doorways and pia^sisT' *» *» co„V ,i "^ 

bKktoauyjeerer a. good a, O «a-0, "^^C >•', aS? 

■jucbing drag sometimes in .T »efl>(),, r?,"' hJ"' 

". .U thdr b„w. as straght 'O'' Vo,^* 'o^*' 

"d .heirgr.., dart eye. C-C * %««i> C 

^'''» "heT '"'W, 
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in amoment for a laugh or a frown. Wliat stalwart creat- 
ures they are ! What shoulders, bosoms, and backs they 
have I What a chance for the lun^ under those stout 
hodicesl and what finished and elegant heads! They are 
certainly cast in a large mould, with nothing mean or 
mei^;re about them, either in feature or figure. 

Early in the morning you will see streaming through 
the streets or gathered together in picturesque groups, 
some standing, some crouching on the pavement, herds of 
long-haired goats, brown, white, and black, which have 
been driven, or rather which have followed their goatherd 
into the city to be milked. The majestical, long-bearded, 
patriarchal he-goats shake their bells and parade solemnly 
about, while the silken females clatter their little hoofs as 
they run from the hand of the milker when he has filled 
his can. The goatherd is kept pretty husy, too, milking 
at everybody's door ; and before the fashionable world is 
up at nine, the milk is drained and the goats are off again 
to the Campagna. 

Tou may know that it is May by the orange and lemon 
stands, which are erected in almost every piazza. These 
are little booths covered with canvas, and fantastically 
adorned with lemons and oranges intermixed, which, piled 
into pyramids and disposed about everywhere, have a very 
gay effect. They are generally placed near a fountain, the 
water of which is conducted through a canna into the 
centre of the booth, and there, finding its own level again, 
makes a little spilling fountain from which the hUnte are 
diluted. Here for a baiocco one buys lemonade or orange- 
ade and all sorts of curious little drinks or bihite, with a 
feeble taste of anisette or some other herb to take off the 
mawkishness of the water, — or for a hal£-baiocco one 
may have the lemonade without sugar, and in this way it 
is usually drunk. On all festa-^js, little portable tables 
are carried about the streets, hung to the neck of the liTna- 
naroy and set down at convenient spots, or whenever a 
customer presents himself, and the cries ^^Acqtia Jrescay 
— limonaro, limonaro, ■ — . chi vuol here ? " are heard on 
all sides ; and I can assure you, that, after standing on tip- 
toe for an hour in the heat, and straining your neck and 
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prays as he loosens his boat from shore, for she is " Stella 
Marisj'* the star of the sea ; and in the stonn he calls 
upon her to save him : — 

'* In mare irato, in subita prooella, 
InToco te I oh benigna stella I " 

She stands first in all the thoughts of love and home. 
Hep image is the household Penates ; and when the day is 
done and night comes on, the toll of the Ave Maria re- 
calls the moUier at whose breast we were nursed and on 
whose bosom we have slept. Nor only during the duties 
and occupations of life is this reverence paid to the Ma- 
donna. She stands by the bedside of the dying man, and 
to her he recommends his soul with the last whisper that 
hovers over his pallid lips. 

Nothing can be more impressive than the bell of the 

Ave Maria as you hear it in the country around Ronae. 

Ahe brilliant splendors of sunset have passed away — the 

SKy is soft and paJe with deKcate dove-like tints, and stars 

«^ faintly peering out of its stiU deeps. Solemn shadows 

are gathered in the brown vaUey, where slow gray mists 

are rising; the mountains are cut sharply and darkly 

agamst the clear shy, and houses and belfries are prmted 

on It in black silhouettes. Far away the voices of peasants 

may be heard, returning to their homes, and wandering 

^ghts show here and there in distant meadows. As you 

walk musingly along, breathing the earthy smell that rises 

from the Campagna, and touched by the serious and pen- 

^Z^. ,cahn that then gathers over all Nature, your ear is 

fifruckbj the musical dang of bells ringing for Ave Mana 

~ each of which amid the sUence — 

" ^^^ ^""^o pianger che simnore," 

oaring *%,7»th of May special honors are pdd to 

ce^I'^^^a ce!eW?*«*«^es o£ nuns axe busy wilh ?«>■ 

GZ^^^^t »«> PW"^ i^ l^o'^or of "the Mother of 

^ ^a «««" oSv t*^**y «»™«d on within their p«- 

CIS asxO. » fliy by female friends. Sometimes yoo 



186 ROBj^ m ROMA, 

two oi \nB clulclreii, who i^v-ere nearly killed here by a car- 
nage, ^ven during health a continuance of her favor 
and protection is invoked, by the same means — just as the 
ancient Romans implored the assistance of their gods, or 
commemorated their gratitude for past favors bj votive 
offerings hong up in the temples. Some of the oldest ef- 
figies of the Virgin are rich in these presents ; and gems 
which are a fortune m themselves (unless the originab 
have been changed for paste imitations) may be seen glit- 
tering on their dark necks and hosoms. Indeed a mali- 
cious story runs that a magnificent necklace of diamonds 
worn by one of the Roman princesses once adorned the 
neck of a Madonna, and was sold by the Church to its 
pi^ent owner. However this may be, the universal rev- 
erence paid by persons of all ranks to the Madonna is a 
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striking feature of every Roman Catholic country, and i 
fiome, the head of Catholicism, it attains its height. 
. Among the Roman people this worship of the Madonna 
^ genuine and unaffected. Go where you will, her image 
consecrates the place. On the walls of the stable, over 
the garden-gate, in the wine-shop, the hovel, and the 
palace^ i* *^ everywhere to be seen, sometimes represented 
by a ^f^rretched colored lithograph, sometimes by a black 
print, BOinetimes by a glazed tile, and sometimes by an 
antique ^ ^ ^' ^S*^®' which has changed its name and 
worship- U'^e^^^^ted transformations take place in Rome, 
and tl»^ ®***^®Viu *^® ancient gods are sometimes re- 
ceived ^^^ ^^^ Church by a new and Christian baptism. 
For iixst;*^^?' ^ r4.^r® ^^^ ^^^ *be railway station to Al- 
bano tto^^® ^^? ^^^ osteria where for many a year might 
be 8ee» ^^^Z!" "Tt ®"^^ antique figure in marble rep- 
resenfci:*^^ l^ortune, half-seated and resting against a wheel 
hehm4l i*' "^^^ "^ ^y®s were blinded by a band. From 
^« B^^^% u '''^ T^ <^«^ed La Ciechina (the Blind 

^'^l).'^^JZ^''^ ^y ^« ^ame to all the neighbo^ 
W ^dJZy^^'"'''^^'}^ this story in his musin| way 

the otZ^^^hev iX.! Z^"^^ «P to Albano with a friend, 

S^^ C^'^^ yrou wiU see«t ^*^^^ation of his story, saymg, 
''22»er--^^ ^ ''''^^ that it is an antique statue of 
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t»«»i»f *°l£j^^-^^ «'l ^^r« begoodton^n?" 
and tli« "f*^ ^and aliall ». , '^^^ " Then shaB yon 
Sve leg" t» "^' ^^^''^^^^^ loved and cherished. And 

^ Aad here I ^^ti^'hStJ*** i** *° incident which iUns- 

donna- ^Vf^Z^ letter t«^I?"®'' ^^ «o Sw* eo'ning to 
Borne ^°8S:^?-fliiliap ^kv' .^^® «»^« ^ """"J » 
^li^pge into ^«f^Bome^^'i* °* *^ Italians, mde pleas- 
ant his <»J0'>™ *Snaiy ^*^d on his leaving for Naples, 
whispered some ^ thei^^ *°<* **«***«« »f the Neajoli- 
ton»- "^•'''^'jrt^ou S ^ P««te » people," said he, 
"and they f^* | the^ J"**"^ *« »»« Polite to them in 
to,^. For ™«*?*"®V;Z®y f «^er take their seat in front of 
yott in any puhhc P* ^J^^ovd, saluting yon and begging 
Jour pardon. K *^„^y »' the opposite balconj sh^ h^ 
blind, she bows to yV"^*f >* *© say 'by your leave,' and to 
Aow you that she ooes not close them against you; and 
when this is done ^® ^ ^ return the salutation, or yon 
wiU run the nsk ot oemg thought to be ill-bred." FiUed 
with this good counsel, off went R., carrying a letter to an 
English chemist tnere. jjpon presenting this letter he 
found the chemist very busy preparing a prescription. 
" Pray excuse me for a quarter of an hour," said he, after 
the first salutation, and then I am entirely at your ser- 
vice." E. lifted his tot, begged him to take his time, 
saying he would ^t tor him just outside the door, and 
amuse himself with what was passing in the street When- 
ever the chemist glanced up from his work he observed R. 
saluting somebody, a fact which struck him as very odd 
inasmuch as he supposed him to be a stranger in Naples! 
He said nothing, however, for some time, but finalk his 
curiosity became so excited that he came to the door to 
see what his friend was about There, to his amazement, 
he beheld him smiling and taking oflE his hat to every one 
that passed, m so absurd a way that he cried out, « What 
under heavens are you about ? " « Ah," said R, wiping 
his forehead, and freely perspiring with his exertion^ 
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« 

I could but Temark on their heads an enormous deyelop- 
ment of the two organs of reverence and firmness, and a 
Bingolar deficiency in the upper forehead, while there was 
an almost aniversal enlargement of the lower jaw and of 
the base of the brain. Being, unfortunately, a friend of 
Phrenology, as well as a heretic, I drew no veiy auq)i- 
cious augury from these developments ; and looking into 
their faces, the physiognomical traits were narrow-minded- 
ness, bigotry, or cunning. The Benedictine heads showed 
more intellect and will ; the Franciscans more dnlness and 
good-nature. 

But while I am criticising them they are passing by, and 
a picturesque set of fellows they are. Much a^ I dislike 
the conventual creed, I should be sorry to see the costume 
disappear. Directly on the heels of their poverty come the 
three splendid triple crowns of the Pope, glittering with 
gorgeous jewels, borne in triumph on silken embroidered 
cushions, and preceded by the court jeweller. After 
them follow the chapters, canons, and choirs of the seven 
basilicas, chanting in lofty altos, solid basses, and clear 
ringing tenors from their old church books, each basilica 
bearing a typical tent of colored stripes and a wooden 
campanile with a bell which is constantly rung. Next 
come the canons of the churches and the monsignori, in 
splendid dresses and rich capes of beautiful lace faUing 
below their waists ; the bishops clad in cloth of silver with 
mitres on their heads ; the cardinals brilliant in gold em- 
broidery and gleanung in the sun ; and at last the Pope 
himself, borne on a platform splendid with silver and gold, 
with a rich canopy over his head. Beneath this he kneels, 
or rather, seems to kneel ; for, though his costly draperies 
and train are skilfully arranged so as to present this sem- 
blance, being drawn behind him over two blocks which are 
so placed as to represent his heels, yet in fact he is seated 
on a sunken ben^li or chair, as any careful eye can plainly 
see. However, kneeling or sitting, just as you will, there 
he is, before an a^*^> holding up the ostia which is the cor- 
PU8 Doniim, *' the body of God," and surrounded by offi- 
cers of the Swi3^ guards in glittering armor, chamberlains 
in their beauii^ ^^^ and Spanish dresses with ruffs 



192 ROBA DI ROMA. 

nund. So long as human nature remains the same, this 
gplendor and pomp of processions, these lighted torches 
and ornamented churches, this trimnphant music and glad 
holiday of religion, will attract more than your plain con- 
venticles, your ugly meeting-houses, and your compromise 
with the hass-vioL For my own part, I do not believe 
that music aad painting and all the other arts really be- 
long to the devil, or that God gave him joy and beauty 
to deceive ^th, and kept only the ugly, sour, and sad for 
himself. We are always hetter when we are happy ; and 

^ AKrfent All Rnv*A *** U^; i « i. 



would not deny you the privilege of being 
let us quarrel about it. 

Rather let us turn to the Artists' Festival, which takes 
place in this month, and is one of the great attractions of 
the season. Formerly this festival took place at Ceiv 
bara, a^ ancient Etruscan town on the Campagna, of 
which only certain subterranean caves remain. But dur- 
ing the revolutionary days which foUowed the disasters 
of 1848, It was suspended for two or three years by the 
interdict of the Papal government, and when it was again 
instituted, the place of the meeting was changed to Fiden®, 
the site of another Etruscan town, with similar subter- 
ranean excavations, which were made the headquarters 
of the festival. But the new railway to Bologna having 
been laid out directly over this ground, the artists have 
been again driven away, and this year the/es^ was held 
for the first time m the groves of Egeria, one of the most 
beautiful spots on the whole Campagna, — and here it is 
to be hoped i* ^iU have an abiding rest 

This festi^^l ^^ ^^^stituted by the German artists, and 
though the »rt^*s. o^ all nations now join in it, the Ger- 
mans still reip*^^ ^*® special patrons and directors. Early 
in the moi^^^' r~® a^iiists rendezvous at an appointed 
osteriob outiji^? ^alls, dressed in every sort of gro- 

tesque and jad^^'?^,^^stume which can be imagined. All 
the old dre0^^^ which can be rummaged out of the studios 
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a great toy sheep, whose w^ck>1 ^^ gmelt to heaven ; " and 
then from the niches suddenly appeared Numa, a gallant 
Grerman in spectacles, ^th £geria, a Spanish artist with 
white dress and fillet, who made vows over the smoking 
sheep, and were escorted ba«k to the sacred grove with 
festiJ music by a joyous, turbulent crowd. 

Last year, however, at Fidenie, it was better. We had 
a travesty of the taking of Troy, which was eminently 
ludicrous, and which deserves a better description than I 
can give. Troy was a place enclosed within paper bar- 
riers, about breastrhigh, painted " to present a wall," and 
within these were the Trojans, clad in red, and all wear- 
ing gigantic paper helmets. There was old Priam, in 
spectacles, with his crown and robes ; Laocoon, in white, 
with a white wool beard and wig ; Ulysses, in a long, 
yellow beard and mantle ; and ^neas, with a bald head, 
m a blue, long-tailed coat, and tall dicky, looking like 
the traditional Englishman in the circus who comes to 
hire the horse. The Grecians were encamped at a short 
distance. All had round, basket-work shields, — some 
with their names painted on them in great letters, and 
some with an odd device, such as a cat or pig. There 
were Ulysses, Agamenmon, Ajax, Hector, Patroclus, Di- 
. omedes, Achilles, '* all honorable men." The drama com- 
menced with the issuing of Paris and Helen from the 
walls of Troy, he in a tall, black French hat, girdled with 
a gilt crown, and she in a white dress, with a great wig 
dropping round her face a profusion of carroty curls. 
Queer figures enough they were, as they stepped along to- 
gether, caricaturing love in a pantomime, he making terri- 
ble demonstrations of his ardent passion, and she finally 
falling on his neck in rapture. This over, they seated 
themselves near by two large pasteboard rocks, he sitting 
on his shield and taking out his flute to play to her, while 
she brought forth her knitting and ogled him as he played. 
While they were thus engaged, came creeping up with 
the stage stride of a double step, and dragging one foot 
behind him, Menelaus, whom Thersites had, meantime, 
been taunting by pointing at him two great ox-horns. He 
walked all round the lovers, pantomiming rage and jeal- 
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out a quarterwila cask of wine, which, with most expres- 

flive pantomime, he sliows to be the wooden horse that 

mast 1^ carried into Troy* BLis proposition is joyfully ac- 

ceptedy and accompanied by all, he rolls the cask up to the 

wallsy ^^^> floorishing a tin cup in one hand, invites the 

Xrojaxis to partake. ^ At first there is confusion in the city, 

and fingers are twiddled over the walls, hut after a time 

all go out and drink and become ludicrously drunk, and 

stagger about, embracing each other in the most maudlin 

style. Even Helen herself comes out, gets tipsy with the 

rest, fl^<l dances about like the most disreputable of Mse- 

nades- A great scena, however, takes place as they are 

about to drink. Laocoon, got up in white wool, appears, 

and violently endeavors to dissuade them, but in vain. In 

the midst of his harangrue long strings of blown-up sau- 

sagCHskins are dragged in for the serpents, and suddenly 

cast about his ne^^k. His^ sons and he then form a group, 

the sausage-sna^®^ »^e twisted about them,— only the old 

story is reversed, a^<* *i© bites the serpents, instead of the 

serpents bitiiig ^"^' ®^^ all die in agony, travestying 

the ancient gr^^P', i 

All being n©^ -T^ fP ^» "^d Ulysses with them. A 
quantity of gtr*^ ^. ™^^le<i, the smoke rises, the Greeks 
approach and da*^ ^j^ paper walls with clubs, and all 
is confusion. Then -ft-neas, in his blue, long-tailed cmjus- 
coat, broad wbit« hat, and. tall shirtrcollar, carries off old 
Anchises on bi» shoulders with a cigar in his mouth, and 
bears him to a ^^^ section of a vessel, which is rocked 
to and fro by hand, as if violently agitated by the waves, 
-ffineas and Anchises ^^^ the boat, or rather stand be- 
hind it so as to conceal ^ir legs, and off it sets, rocked 
to and fro constantly^ — " ^olus and Tramontana following 
behind, with bellows to blow up a wind, and Fair Weather, 
with his name writte'* ^^ bis back, accompanying theuL 
The violent motion, however, soon makes iEneas sick, and 
as he leans over th© ^^^® ^^ * helpless and melancholy 
manner, and ahnost &^^ ,^P ^^e ghost, as well as more 
material things tb^ crowd burst into laughter. How- 
ever, at last theV re^^^ *^^. P*^*®d rocks, and found La- 
tium, and a general ^l^^^^^g takes place. The donkey 
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t »iy of &ew TiIM^' '*;;*«*A V^^^*'^* le»*® ' 
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to a child. Tbejr ^^ i0 *^ A^'llt^^^ fS^* ^"^ 
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consent of Ammca was tfiere ? That 's the qnestion. 
It 18 extraordin»;7J^feed ! •' And so he sat co^tating, 
and saying, »«^ ^^^'T**®' Curioso f Straordimriof' At 
last •* a light broke in upon his brain.'' His face lightened, 
and, looking a* ^^J"^.^' " Oh ! he must have read that 
it wa« there iJ» fjf®^*^ book, and so he went to see if it 
were true or ^^^^^^^J^ endeavored to show him that 
this view woal<* ^j^T^ ^plumbns of his greatest distinc- 
tion. BeBXis^^^^'lJ^^hly.^^Si/ si/ ^^^, But 

without h»^*^^^ff th ^^^^ ^® ®^®' ^^® known 

it ? " — thus P^*^° ^f • earth upon the tortoise and leaving 
the tortoise to ^^~,7^,1^ own support. 

Imagine tha^* Anave told you these stories sitting under 
the vine and fi^Tf®® of some Kttle villa, while Angiolina 
has gone to call ^^ P^rone, who wiU be only too glad to 
see you. Bat, ^' - }^ ojir padrone comes. No, it is 
not the padrof^f it is the vignaruoloj who takes care of 
his grapes and garden, and who recognizes us as friends 
of the padrone, «^^ *®jl® ns that we are ourselves jKM^rtmi 
of the whole pl»«®' and off ers us all sorts of fruite. 

One old custom, which existed in Rome some fifteen 
years ago, has now pas^d away with other good old things. 
It was the celebration of the Fravolata or Strawbeny-Fbtet, 
when men in galardress at the height of the strawberry 
season went in procession through the streets, carrying on 
their heads enormous wooden platters heaped with this 
delicious fruit, accompanied by girls in costume, who, 
beating their tamhureUi, danced fdong at their sides and 
sang the praises of the strawberry. After threading the 
streets of the city, they passed singing out of the gates, 
and at different places on the Campagna spent the day in 
festive sports and had an out-door dinner and dance. 

Though time out of mind May is not the month to 
marry in, yet it is undoubtedly tiie approved month to 
make love m.* Marry in June was the ancient role, for 
June was consecrated to Juno, who presided over mar- 
riages ; but love in May, when the earth is breaking forth 
into blossom, leaf, and flower, and honors are paid to the 
Bona Dea. This beautiful month was formerly celebrated 
* "Mense "MOas Majo nubere vulgua ait," —says Ovid. 
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with t^^' Some of the moirements are very gracefal and 
piqutf^*' *°* particularly that where one of the dancers 
ll^^l^ and whirls her arms on high, clicking her castanets, 
while ***® ®^^' circles her round and round, striking his 
j^^^jjj^ together, and approa<^iing nearer and nearer, till 
he is ^^^ *® ^^® ^^^ * ^^^» ^^^ she refoses. Of 
course ** " ^® ^^ ^^^'y ^^ every national dance, — love 
and r^P"^' ^*^^® *"^* repulse, until the maiden yields, 
Aa oxMf^ couple, panting and rosy, retires, another fresh on0 
takes i*® P^®' ^*^® **^® bystanders play on the accordion 
the wl^i*^' circling, never-ending tune of the Tarantella, 
which ^ould " pirt a spirit of youth in everything." 

Yi y-on *^ *"^®^ ^^ ^© festival, roam up a few paces out 

of the eT0^4' "^^ y^'* stand nx>on the brink of Lake NemJ. 

Over oppo8it®» and crowning the height where the little 

town oi Nemi perches, frowns the old feudal casUe of the 

Colonn»9 ^* ^*® **^ round tower, where many a princely 

family has dwelt, and many an nnprincely act has been 

done. There, in turn, have dwelt the Colonna, Borgia, 

riccolomini, Cenci, Frangipani, and Braschi, and there 

the descendants of the last-named family stall pass a few 

weeks in the sunnner. On the Gtenzano side stands the 

castellated villa of the Cesarini Sf orza, looking peacefully 

across the lake at the rival tower, which in the old baronial 

days it used to chdlenge, — and in its garden pond you 

may see stately white swans «« rowing their way with oary 

feet " along. Below you, silent and silvery, lies the lake 

itself ; and rising around it, like a green bowl, tower its 

richly-hooded banks, covered with gigantic oaks, ilexes, 

and chestnuts. This was the ancient grove dedicated to 

Diana, which extended to L'Aiiccia; and here are still to 

be seeJi the vestiges of an ancient villa built by JuHus 

Ctesar* Here, too, if you trust some of the antiquaries, 

once stood the temple of IXana Nemorensis,^ where human 

sacrifices were offered, and whose chief-priest, called B^ 

NeTn/yrensis, obtained his office by slaying his predecessor, 

and raided over these groves by force of his personal 

1 The better opimon of ^te a^ems to be that it was on the slopes 
of the \Ti d»Arrioci». ^«t " who shaU decide, when doctors 



J 






ann. -Hx-oe l^J^^' J^I'^^^ ^'^S»^i!^^ . 
was thus ^o^V oi> ^^^ f tb^ f^W ^ 

temple, ^^^i^^^^i'* ^SboJic cboT^f^ 
almost h»ve .ff^^ rf,^ %t r^ff '^^ M 

flower-strewn ^^ ^^ »otf *« -f «e^ 
trasfc between «»^ *^ «r ,. 



found. 



.f^omUfg 



Other reucs-r -j^j^ among' me 4,^ 

places, and V^^^^^l^^ the return q? 
where the people ceieora*» . 0/ 

of May, an^ aiog- » /^."'^^ £f > 

the festiyities commence. J^anos of 
gather togetier, an^ ^^h mngmg and 
cession thronfffi the rUla^em and towi 



the m>, and odiers carry baskete flu 
These, as they manjh along, they distol 
and maids, who in return present mrw 

of^Mmifecake, caUed -B^^*^^*^'^ 
orated with red tassels. ^'""^tlilxTfo 
ifl dedicated to massea a»a ."P^*?' e^ 

gatory. The Maggi tbey *^®„^v«> ^' 
the memory of tnaxi m»n®***" 
as f oUowa : - 
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These maj roaghly be Englished thus : — 

'* We oome onr salute to bring 
To Uus braye house and good, ^ 
Whose honor nnahaken mis stood, 
And therefore we oome to sing : 
And first we salute the nukster. 
And then his excellent wife ; 
We know he's in the Maremma ; 
God giant them a good long life I " 

" May is come, and the lemon 's in bloom ; 
Health to the master here in his home I 
May is oome, and the branches swell ; 
Health to the girls, and their loyers as well I 
May is oome, and die flowers are in blossom ; 
Health to the girls, with love in their bosom I " 

Sometimes in these processions of the Maggio the peas- 
ants, accompanied by oxen gayly decorated with branches 
of olive, silken ribbons, sheafs of grain, and silver bells, 
went through the fields, singing and reciting verses to in- 
voke good lack and fall harvests ; and in some places a 
band of women, preceded by one of their company richly 
dressed, and called La Maggia^ made the toar of the 
town or village, and accepted tiie gifts which on all sides 
were then presented in honor of the occasion ; or men and 
women gayly dressed, and accompanied by music, visited 
the palaces of the nobility, carrying banners with, their 
arms embroidered or painted on them. 

Just as in the time of Athenseus ancient Greek lovers 
garlanded the doors of Grecian maids, so peasant lovers 
in Italy used, on the first of May, to go early in the 
morning to the houses of their sweethearts, and plant be- 
fore the door a branch of laburnum or olive, or flowering 
shrub, and sing their Maggi ; and the maidens and girls 
with their lovers used to assemble in some grove, and 
dance and sing together on this festival. One of these 
Maggi, written by Angelo Poliziano, may be found in a 
collection of songs by him and Lorenzo dei Medici, which 
is very pretty and graceful. In the frontispiece of the 
edition of 1568 there is an engraving representing twelve 
damsels in a ring, holding each other's hands and singing, 
while beside them stands La Maggia with the Majo m 
her hand ; and near her, another woman, who is asking 
for the customary veil. The Maggio is as follows : — 
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Ben venga 11 pereg^rinol 
Amor che ne oomiiiaiidi ? 
Che al sao amante il orino 
(^^ bella ingrillaiidi, 
Che le zittelle e i grandi 
S' innamorui di Maggio. 



Welcome, May, and welcome, SpEing, 
With your gon^Joiis of gieen. 
Waking love in CTeryihing 
Where your f eBtive diapes are seen. 
Maidens, here your loyers bzing, 
And with flowers and roses eay. 
Come, adorn yonrselTes for May. 

Come into the cool green shade, 
To the leafy grore repair ; 
No one need be here afraid, 
'Mid so many maidens fair. 
Beasts on earth, and birds in air, 
All are filled with loye by May. 

Who is yonng, and who is fair. 
Let her not be harsh and sour ; 
Youth, onoe vanished from ns, ne'er 
Blooms again as blooms a flower : 
And let no one at this honr 
Konrish a hard heart in May. 

Come, — let all onr little band 
Join in f estiye song and dance ; 
Here a dozen lovers stand. 
Who for yon wonld break a lance. 
And let none with sneers or taunts 
Spoil for us our meiry May. 

Here, all around you, lovers stand, 
Ready each his maid to take ; 
Come, surrender heart and hand. 
Yield to them for love's sweet sake. 
Since your hearts they ' ve stolen, make 
Ko defensive war in May. 

Who has filched another's heart, 
Let her g^ve to him her own ; 
So to steal, who has the art, 
But the ang^l Love alone ? 
Love, oh damsels, be it known. 
Comes with you to honor May. 



i 




^ ima ite jackal, tlie slmri iL^^^'^-t ?, i^ 
^d Til^^ are still roi>,resonted ,« . ^^^t^^.?*-^ 
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pinna, so the theatare ia sure to liave its one eaffi at least 
stack to it and living upon it. Xhe caffe is the social ex- 
change of the GOTintiy towns. Tliere eveiy evening may 
be seen groups of the middle classes gathered about little 
inarble-top]>ed tables, interchanging small talk in loud 
Toioes, playing dominos, smoking, sipping cofPee or Wte^ 
and spelling out the litde miserable sheets which are the 
apologies of the government for newspapers, and which 
contain nothing you wish, to know and mnch you wish not 
to know. The waiters are always crying out, " Vmgo^ 
vengoy subUo^'' and throating with a clash metal trays, 
covered with cups and glasses, on to marble tables. The 
visitors are as constantly crying out for the ^boUega " (for 
so the waiter is euphuistically called), and rapping on the 
tmkling glasses to attract his attention. In Rome the 
number of caffes is legion ; no street is without them ; 
and each of these has its special class of regular cus- 
tomers. There is the Caffe dei Scacchi, where chess- 
players go and discuss this game theoretically and practi- 
cally ; the Caffe of the Lib&raXi, who show their liberal 
views principally hy going there, and speaking soUo voce ; 
the Caffe of the Codiniy where queues and tricomered 
black hats gather, and speak in louder and more assured 
tones ; the Caffe Nazzari, where strangers meet and pay a 
third more than is paid elsewhere, simply because they are 
steangers ; and the Caffe Greco, where artists meet and 
discuss subjects of art, pictures, and statues, read the 
French newspapers and GcLlignani, and fill the air of the 
crowded little room vnih tobacco smoke. There you may 
see every night representatives of art from all parts of the 
world, in aU kinds of hats, from the conical black felt, 
with Its velvet ribbon? *<> the stiff French stovepipe ; and 
in every variety of coat, from the Polish and German 
nondescript, aU bef ragged and tagged, to the shabby Amer- 
ican dresEhcoat, with crumpled taUs ; and with every cut of 
nan- and beard, from that of Peter the Hermit, unkempt 
and uncut, to the moustache and pointed ^^^ ^^ Anthony 
Vandyck. Peeping i» ^^^re, one is sometimes tempted 
to consider phUogopliicaUy what innate cotmection there is 
hetween genius for »rtt ^^ long uncoJ^bed hair and uih 
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T^MKzift d®^ BuceOai was Kieolo Macchiavelli, who^^^j ^ 

^^w of biB own private convictions, «n^?;^ rciplea 

^^^ ^BCUBsed in the coterie there assembled the F ^^^^ 

wYuct^ bave given so sinister a character to Di» * 

Hero also might be seen Jacopo Pitti, the senator, mi m- 

^OT of the " Istoria Fiorentina," together with Vrifi iellow- 

li^gtorian and senator, Filippo de' Nerli, to whom Ma/eeU- 

avelli dedicated bis lines on Opportnnily, and to whose 

family Dante ^allndes in these lines : — - 

" E vidi quel de' Nerli e quel del Vecchio 
EaBeroontentd alia pella scoverta, 
E le me donne al fuso ed al penneochio.'' 

These gardens still exist under the name of the Qrti Qr- 
cellariy thengh Ihe voices of the past are heard there no 
more. And sbonld any 'wandering ghost bj chance reidsit 
his old haunts, he wronld surely be scared away by the 
sbrOl whistle of tbe locomotive as it rattles throogh them 
on its way from Florence to Pistoia. 

Bat if those famous assemblies no longer meet at the 
logge to talk scandal, make visits, arrange matches, and 
discuss politics, modem society in Borne meets for similar 
purposes in the loffe of the theatre. And here the various 
classes are distinguished and separated by different thea- 
tres as well as different tiers in the same theatre. To the 
Italians, not only '* all the world 's a stage," but every stage 
is a world. For high and low, rich and poor, prince and 
peasant, there is a theatre ; and no one need deprive him- 
self of this amusement so long as he has two haiocchi in his 
pocket. First comes the ApoUo, or Tor di Nona Theatre, 
which is exclusively devoted to the opera and the masked 
balls of Carnival; ^^n follow the VaJle and Costanzi, 
where prose and music alternate, and the drama is played 
by an excellent company ; the Argentina and Quirino, which 
are a degree lower, and dedicated to comedy, farce, and 
second-rate opera ; the Capranica, where melodrama raves 
and jugglery throws its highest balls ; and the little Metas- 
tasio, where tragedy and comedy a^^® performed ; some- 
times by a French and sometimes hy an Italian company. 
Besides these, there are theatres of a lower grade for the 
people : the VaJlino, where one csi^^ s®® tolerable acting, 
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\a^ only the fyrd^inne rujhUe is ahonne tor the season^ but 
l^he principal boxcMS in the other tiers, and many of 
ato^^ ^^ato m the pit. Wlien the company is good, and the 
ih^ ^,^^0 promiBed are favorites, the best boxes and seate 
op^^^jj token before the season commences. Theabonnes 
^^ -j^^ pit w^ yoong men about town — artists, shopteep- 
oi *^^^SJd generally any single person, from the gmrdvi 
^^^\£Z^ to the barber. No lady sits in the pit or parquet, 
nof^"^^ one be seen there she is at once recogniMd as a 
•*^*^^Tj »ot aware of the etiquette of a Koman theatre. 
^•^^^^11, however, be always treated with courtesy, and will 
S**® ^ imagine from the bearing of the people toTOrds hex 
^®^ 0l^e is out of place. Women of the lower classes in 
Uoitf>® are constantly seen there. The great mass, how- 
jtre men who, in the intervals between the acts, are 
leveii^^ with white-gloved hands the opera-glasses they 
bave bir®^ ^ the door at all the boxes from floor to ceil- 
. I>iring the performance they have a vile custom of 

bumming audibly the airs which are sung on the stage, 
keeping about a note ahead of the singer as if they were 
prompting? but this does not seem to annoy their neigh- 
bors unless the latter happen to be strangers or accidental 
visitors. Th® seats here are narrow, hard, uncushioned, 
and by no means comfortable; bat the Italians neither 
complain of this, nor of the terrible smoke of oil-lamps, 
which have not yet given way to gas in some of the the- 
atres.^ There is this odd peculiarity among Italians, that 
though they are not sensitive to bad odors, such as the 
smoke of an oil-lamp, the hot, thick, human odor of a 
crowd, or the reek of garUc, yet they have a general dis- 
like to what we caU " perfumes," which they rarely use, 
and are fastidious even about the scent of flowers, which 
they consider to be neither agreeable nor wholesome in a 
close room. K y<>^ ^""^ foolishly (for the Italians are 
right in this) placed a bouquet of flowers in your sleepm^ 
room, it is nine chances to one that your chambermaid 
will throw it »t once out of the window, without even con- 
sulting you. 
1 G^ Yiaa now taken the place of oil-lainpB in aU the principal 

theatres. 
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theatres ^""J^ I had heai^I tK ^ . 

ginger ^^^^ ^^ ^^ means a K^ *here wa« a ^ tenor 



tra mea^^ '' ^?* I heard B^^^^^'^ '^m M theorches^ 

of coffee ^^"^ » 'oU at Don«^^ "*^ entertainment. A cup 
ished mX ^^''^'^\ ^hich I h«®i*^'^ * cigar after tkt fin- 
on coai»<?»^*f, °P "*« <H>6t. T **^ P*"^cnlaphr enjoyed, and 
paol for l>^«;. opera ^^^ ZT^^^ I had onlj expended a 
mnch for ^ ^'^"e money ™^I^'- I think I neyer had so 

With tl»^ ™eh, Engiigu ^ 

an exotic, lO' ''^nich one tonof* -^ericans, the opera is 

common ^^ e»i and win© a ? Paj dearly. Inltelyitis 

comfort na^turoUy go^g ^^^/^early as cheap. The dis- 

compensa*^ *o^ ^y it. Th^ cheapness, but is amply 

with its er^nses ig i^^ .?^e of eveiything connected 

small salaries, the orchestia ^ actors and singers hare 

nobody makes a fortune onf ^^* .* ^®^ P*"^** apiece, and 

a cheap amazement, and thi • ^^ ^* ' ^"* *^® people have 

AH the world goes to th */k *^ enormous gain. 
which never tires the Itali ^^^e ; it is an amusement 
summer and the cold of wi*f^' ^^^ despite the heats of 
ways well filled. Nothin vT' ^® boxes and pit are al- 
empty them. Once, howe\? *^^^. ^^ * revolution would 
at Naples, I agreed veith a^f ' .^'^mg the year 1848, being 
the San Carlino, celebrated ^ ®?^ ^ V^^ ^® evening at 
ble acting. On our arrival ^^ ^^ humorous and admira- 
gathered in the piazza t It** ^^ ^^^ ^® found a crowd 
evidently in agitated exn^ • ^ excitedly together and 
quiry, we found there had K**^^ ^^ something. On in- 
lazzaroni during the aftem '^ ^^ outbreak among the 

suppressed, there was som ^*^' ^"^^ though it was at once 
might arise, and the tpoo^ 'ear lest another disturbance 
they had done only a Week^ ^gain fire on the people, as 
and all the supernumeran' ^^^®- "^^ orchestra^ actors, 
and around the door ; an? ^^ ^^'® collected in the piazza 
will be no representation ? ^? "aid to each other, « There 
were, however, speedily JiP^^^ht, of course." Our doubts 
answered our inquiries ®Pelled by the ticketrseller, who 
performance by a " Sicu^ ^ whether there was to be a 

^y Hcuro / f^^^^^' Che pasta 



^BEA^^^^ 



I I» 



loi.!" (Certainly. "S^^^urob"*' 

'■ Wl.t seats?) So-^e Pj,^k, » 
^ Til. theatre ■»'"• Ji""*J!. -re »=«* 
wdleB bunvuig o« ***** ^^T" l>e s^^" 
lot > hman being ••""'^ J^om"""?" 
»tohe. ; the time for f 'J'*^ five »"" 
aflsed; and, after -»*'»***"^£^ri»a"*'*'' ' 
^ttliere would be »<> ^^^^^Ae^ ^UT ti^ 
irtake our money and surr» g^^enaoual, 
rhe tioket^holdor, '•°'^«"'*'S„a. "^'^ 
wrformancB was to taJcO f*'.^^-,," ('A^ Q 

rtl ,»ii„V be a p.rforna-n'''^ e«,^ « 
•ith.loud .hriek be sent ^» '"^i"*" tj' 
«.n 4. director a-d '■^^^J^S' t^S ^^ 
came np to the door, ^"'^"^P^—^J ,-. ^iloi,. 
"«/" But the direotor '»«^52 £ *» I,' 
tj «, coring u. that t^ere WOOM b, ^ B 
/«m,.S'i i baofc into ■"" '""T- tCl' 
•'». I. a few minnte., i-'^^^TJ; '^'»>nS.l 
k"P rila another -«r». "S^"" :„*« Or~g 
»."t.d forward by ?f"S.nrf" fi''»»i 
"l»M and ordered risht "«• "J . J:^ »v> 
».«». „„ eompletely arr^ged . * ^^ 

■««• aad began to pl^y- j.Jted the „ »« 
!»d (.„d tKt we "<£^SSrb.t e.SS*" 
?«w.Mt rather ••"^^" „;, howe„^^'^*>= 
^ «» Ih, .eat. flU- J-^ ti^e play WkS.' 
"Pweatlheoortam. *•_ Xrongod. ^S"^ 
J .f th. theatre were _^ ^ 

1» «tor. oajoy^ition of the pla.,^;^ 
"•Wi in reoognitio ^^^ _^^^ r«»:J^ 
«ience, consisting ox ^^^ better ^ 

T.. th.m. NeT?» „„rtai» fell afte^ 
l*i».aront. *^ 'S-e made a rona-»»- ^ 
»ere stiU alone. „ co«ple of \*<r^-_ 

» •I.ct. sa-^e "^X»rere een' 'SJI "•=■» 
Hiiimd the »<">"""' Jrforn.ed-;?>^«»» 
.bob play "as P^^^y about fifle«»,»a 
topped there were 
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jl^^y^ as far t» -we could judg^, belonged to the flieatre, 

9!dA. ^Zb^q in to ei^joy the joke. I donbt whether a com- 

ftfid perfonnance ever ^was given before or after at any 

plet^ e to a"* audience consisting of two persons for the 

the»'^^j one piaatre ; nor do I believe that even at San 

sum , ^ renowned as it is, more humorous and spirited 

Carl^^ ,^ ever seen. 

acti<^ ij^e fi^* nigbt of the season at the opera it is a 
^* o< etiq^®**^ ^?^ all the proprietors of the boxes to be 
poiai> ^ , j^d a brilliant spectacle it is, the house being 
P^®^w<iy crowded, and every one in an elegant toilette. 
unif ^5^ occasion the imprescuTio sends ices and refresh- 
On t**^ all the boxes. 

Bient^ ^ of receiving at home, the Eomans generally 

^^ iji th^®"* ^9^ at the opera. Each family of the 

tecei^^j^^ takes^ a box, and as only two or three of the 

^"^^ ^e occupied, there is ample accommodation for 

chaird ^ j^^ entrance fee is required except for the pit, 

viBitor^' expense is therefore incurred in making a visit 

ai^d ^^e outside. A large collection of friends and ac- 

^^^ .^ces is always to be found in the theatre, and 

<l^**^^^T^tige about from one box to another to pay visits 

*^®f® jgi^ugh and chat together, not only between the acts, 

V ^ ri^8 *^® Performance. Every jpalco is in itself a 

. T* ^^versazioTie^ the members of which are con- 

^"^?l cb*^^^* ^^h new visitor takes a place beside 

^\Iav ^^^ yi^^ds it in turn to the next comer. Often 

*V® Ve five or six visitors all animatedly talking to- 

tr 4iM ^^^^S themselves in a most informal way 

f^ miJsi^ all the whUe being quite disregarded and 

• rtierely as an accompanunent. The same attention 

f'lT^^era itself cannot of course be expected from 

r? ?% have heard it night after night as would be 

tnose wn^^ ^^ ^ggj^ ^^^ ^^^ rj^^ inferior portions are 

gven wer j^^jj^ listened to ; but when the priffui donna, 
l^^ZTZ *^^^' advances to sing a favorite air, seen^, or 
f!.^t^ piece, aU is hushed to attention. The husband 
fn^^J ^« seen in his box when other visitors are 
Lre S-Si^g then the opportunily to slip out and make 
his rounr^^ ^'^' 



fern -now, j^^j 
cagFfe close by-y 
\0Te into her oi 
'["*>,"» Privat«. 

i*" •» Hkoii- ea. 

let utll more- 1 
of til ope,^ ^^ 
late hour may es 
«P ud the ballei 



a^d the delight wit 
watched h, ahaaet c 
genenlij,!, »n< 

l"«lil«e« of ajoTOOK 
?P '?' it bj. the bet 
leam,e»rf„,he i 
^ "• north they aj 
P'e. the „,,j ((,„ 

^^ Cento, and B 
^°^Kr% even mo 
»"»•».; «, they ««o 
■^ gestnres cornea 
f"'^ — by natttr. 
"»te worde, the Xt^xOl 
wntain a histo-ry ^ 
"nd eipUniitioTi ol 
on convete&tioY^a 1i 
Baryfor a stTa;xx.ee>-i; 
bia dictionary a;nd 
cheat yon \>e£o^^ 
jjis^ago of. si^xvE 
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^ otiier where they »pe goin«r, what thrfr fe«. 
^t>«» » general report of *^«.j r m . "" 

^J^nuinL withouT^sInf T^- ^'^^^^^^ 
n^r without an unmiHt,.t»^._'*" ^^^> «' «*«««» 



begg»i 



theiiand. 



^7i»«titation in Rime for^th^*^* " f^^^^^ '*'"™ «' 

cew of speUing; b«t a whole voIT, ^ *5* *^*"" ?^ 
pie, intemgible, and defined ^!j^ "^ 8««^ «i^- 
d„;r^hand language. The raWS Iv?"^- w?" f/ 
and the ready inteUigence the^s&^tj "^^^'^^ 

are surprising. Their com«^.,^^- ^^^'^^^^'"'^ 
-oL-j ^iTo.. .nnorli o«^ .''"V^nwinications are often more 
rap^d than s^h, and it w seldom that thev are driven 
to the necessity of spelhnjr. XI.« ^.^ TZL ^^•^ 
ment, who is a priest, hS devotil? i^* •!?* '*^" 
zeal iid ekiU to ttie edu«Son oTSl '*^ T"^ """^ 
and they seem greatly to have dLIw H"^"!!:^***' 
But what struck me more SaS i*l!'/^,""'™'"'r 

simple and ingenious systenToTnTr^*^ ^^ "^ ^' 
- j„ *. J J T w«i;„ J"'*'"* ot pantonumic conrersation 
adopted, and, I believe, mvented by him 

The mimetic performances on the Ibdian stage are re- 
markable. The m^m^ seem generaUy to prefer tr^dkr 
or melodrama, ^;>«i certainly they " tear^ passiof to 
rags as none but Itahans could.' Nothing to them is 
impossible. Gnef, love, madness, jealousy, and ange^ 
c^vulse them by trnms Their 'iLds ^em wildly^to 
gra*^ after expression ; their bodies are convulsed ^tib 
emotion ; their fingers send off electric flashes of indigna- 
ton ; theu. faces undergo violent contortions of pass^ 

:::?^mh^'toS:l"°°'- ^^' '^^^ ^ 

" ClansiB fanoibng, eloqnenti gestn, 
Nutu, ornie, genn, maau, rotata." 

.J^fhf'^!i''^A 1 P'^*?"i9»ic acting, tiie modem Itahans 
are &e blood descendants of their Roman ancestors. 

SL ?, .v^'^t!'""?'"^ ^^'« ^^ dancers and mimics. 
GeneraUy, tiiough not always, tiiey performed to musk 
expressmg by gestures alone thei meaning; ^d fcom 



their m>i"wers**^^ 
they receive*! **» 

Their 4»rt, t*"" i 
perfection »*» '^^ 
of regax-d to "^^" 
» great admi""" ° 
Bathyllus, "«<«"j ^ 
"Tal presence, and t^- 
ment. It is indeed e 
pajitamimic dances we. 
lus in the rejga «^ ^ 
record of thent diBcovera 
Soinetimes a single actoi 
it \roald seem from the 
skilfol paatomimist in tb 
aoade » Cyriicat pbilosopbe 
f°">"?J met .tm in his 1- 
JrJ* kniic (he declaration, 
™S ""elf, and not an im 
•P«. ma, ii, t^y „d ],„ 

f«ll ■ .'^"P^e were mad for 

"?' '™ "Pon their necks, < 
!^«»n-lAj„ri and diee.e 
IW ■'."'*'" -"hose .ole & 

2r°' Co™tanti<i. Ak 

Mowed Ihfee thovi.«»a. i 
» «i»«in_at -w^iloh J^m 
nw indignatioTY. 'T'i^e 
S"" Seneca >ira« giea-W 

daneei, oa tex taa.xS 
leave fortvi^,, „^ ^ 

' See Ta^iiSI^ .^Sk 
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V • tf in tib© greatest luxtiiy aU their Kves. The ppofe^ 

^ Beeina to have been as lucrative then as now; and 

*^^^« oi tike old stories show the same madness for the 

^ient dancers that in our days we have seen and felt, 

uerhapBi ^^^ ^Bxmy Ellsler and Cento. 

The art of the ancient pantomimists was not confined to 
the theatre, but at dinners and festive entertainments the 
meats were carved by actors, who, flourishing their knives, 
uerf ormed this service with dancing and gesticulation to 
£e sound of music. To them Juvenal aUudes m these 

lines : — 

<* StraeUnrem interea ne qua indignatio dealt, 
Saltantem spectes et isluroiiomonta volaiiti 
GulteUo." 

Such men as Cicero raised in Rome the dignity of actors, 
and gave repute to the genius of ^sopus and Roscius. 
The latter actor obtained snch a hold of the Roman 
people, and became such a favorite, that he received a 
thousand denarii every day that he performed; wlnle 
-ZEsopus left his son a fortune of two hundred thousand 
sesterces acquired solely by his profession. 

Lucian has composed a treatise on pantomimes, and 
Macrobins tells a story of two pantomimists, Hylas and 
Pylades, which is interesting as showing the spirit which 
they threw into their performances. When Hylas was 
dancing a hymn which ended with the words " the great 
Agamemnon," he drew himself up and assumed an erect 
attitude, endeavoring thereby to express their literal mean- 
"ig> but Pylades censured this as ill-conceived, saying, 
" Ton make him tall, but not great." The audience there- 
upon called \ipon Pylades to dance the same hymn, and 
when he ca^me to this passage he assumed a posture of 
deep meditation. 
An example of the pantomimic plays is furnished by 
^puleius (1- 10, Miles, p. 233), in which he gives a M 
descripHaxM. o^ a performance where the whole story of the 
•/adgmenfc of Paris was told by dance and gesture. Not 
^^y 8tori&& of this character were danced, but also tragic 
^topies a.nci incidents ; and Appianus Alexandrinus men- 
^ons a paixix>mime play founded on the slaughter of GtfO' 
8^8 ajid tlxe aestruction of his army by the Parthians. 
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cera bad all diaappewed the bridegroom did not return, 
and bis guests, finally becoming alarmed, sought for him 
in the chamber where be had heen carried by the Mattdc- 
dnij and there they found bim on the floor— dead — 
strangled by his rival, who bad been one of the dancers. 

For these pantomimic performances the Italians show 
their ancient madness. An inferior opera they will bear 
with tolerable patience, but they know not how to put up 
with the disappointment of a bad ballet and pantomime. 
In both, however, they are severe but just critics, and 
express their disapprobation at false singing or inferior 
execution in the openest way ; sometimes by loud laughter, 
and sometimes by remorseless hissing. Many a time have 
I seen them stop a bad performance by strong expressions 
of displeasure, such as crying out to the impresario, jeer- 
ing the unfortunate actor, and at times refusing to sJlow 
him to proceed in his part. This is more intelligible when 
it is considered that die audience are for the most part 
abannes for the season, and cannot revenge themselves on 
the offending person by withdrawing from all future re- 
presentations — for by so doing they would merely throw 
away at once their money and their amusement. When, 
therefore, an actor or singer does not please them, they 
let the impresario know 3ie fact very unmistakably, and 
he always has the good sense to remove the offence. When 
it is the play or the opera itself to which they object, they 
await the falling of the curtain in the erUr'acte, or at the 
close of the piece, and then assail it with a storm of hisses 
and groans. 

With equal enthusiasm they express their satisfaction 
at an admirable performance or with a favorite actor or 
smger. Repetitions, however, are not generally allowed 
m the opera, and " Bis, bis," meets with no other result 
^iT^ .^®?ewed courtesies and bows. When the curtain 
S- » r^. ^""^ particularly pleased, loud cries of " Fiwri, 
i{n<rL. ^ 1 ' ^^^^ *^® ^eard, which the main actors or 
with bn^ ""r^^*^^® ^y making their appearance again 
when thev ^^'I'^esies. This is sometimes repeated, 

times It 1^^ greatly pleased, as many as six or eight 
18 so constant a practice tiiat, to save the neces- 
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" Nob ■empre chinaa al Popplo 
Pa 1a tMal UgDua ' ' 
^'* not permitted on the stage, but hare been softened 

" Non ■etnpre ba le nuTols 

Aannaa ya Itt lona," 

>™oagh there is not a gamin in Borne who doe* not 

j^w erery word of the principal songs by heart. In 

W^ *'*'wer, " I Poiitani " is whitewashed into " Elvira 

^ TL***" ' " *^ "• '^ famous duo of Suoni la tromba, tha 

gjjj^ ffHJAMMfo ;*ierta become gridando lealta. This 

^^^We goTenunent also, unwilling to foster a belief in 

io S*" '^'wptizes " Boberto il Diarolo " into " Boberto 

•"ide *'"?*'*'" "*** conceals the name of " William Tell " 

in y^l' '««* of " Rodolfo di Sterlini." " Les Huguenots," 

"■^oj-nf*^* way, becomes in Rome " Gli AngUcsni," and 

Oohj^^T*" sinks into "La Poresta d' Irminsul." Yet, 

f^'^ces^*^^"'^"^^ *^*> ^^ principal airs and concerted 

tte sii ^"^ pablicly sold with their original names at all 

'^^cii ^" "^ moBt absnrd instance of the manner in 

^enj. **P*''a« are altered by the censorship occnrred a 

"^Ue-fa*'" ^^° *£*•' when Gounod's " Faost " waa firet 

*caQ«^i t*"** **" *^® Roman stage. 0£ course it was a 

*ffi--.,il„ represent Mephistophelea in Rome, bnt the 

W«^^^ Ti!^ Z"^ *° 8i'e die piece without him. At Ltst, 

e/e- Z, h ^^^"' "'as happUy arranged. Mephistoph- 

MmS^^ oftajiged into a homteopathic doctor, who, by 

CS:^^^ v"^ certain wonderful medicines to Fanut, ef- 

Z ^ ™u^ V?**!*" *»•* amadng transformation from 

£^^™^"d; ^*^«^tdiffi««ltrb^ingoyereome,itWM 

rt^^l^ Z^rS' to obliterated th\ other diaboUcal 

i, _, «i« to the hntZ '^^^ P'en snch a pecuLar style 

.^:r -ioes the c^^'^P**^^ doctor. 

Bad ^^:trm.^^xraeterB of an ** ^ tmdertahe to alter the worJa 

Of X>^»=»--fc«'» and Jatej-^r ^^'^' '' ^^"^ rewrites the verses 

J5»rxx»»^»^**" *° **cit© a+ \ Signora Vitaliani, having a^ed 

«Otfe «=»f " Ugolino ■• fL^® Theatre Valle the famous epi- 

'►iicfa- i«^ ^ " f^nOiar ^ ,'^« " I^^emo," every word of 

*t^fg ^C^»r-^fcJ^t«°' »ut the line gart«r" to every Boman,it 
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8CIO110 ©^ ttieir audience, and one, at times, might easily 
imi^me bimaelf to be looking into a room, of which, with- 
out the knowledge of the occupant, one wall is broken 
down. There is none of that constant advancing to the 
footlights, and playing to the pit, which is so unpleasant 
a characteristic of the English stage. The tone of the 
dialogue is conversational, the actors talk to each other 
and not to the house, and in their movements and man- 
ners they are as easy and nonchalant as if they were in 
the privacy of their own home. In tragedy their best 
actors are very powerful ; but ordinarily speaking, their 
playing is best in affecting drama of common life, where 
scope is given to passion and tenderness. In character- 
parts, comedy and farce, too, they are admirable; and 
out of Italy the real buffo does not exist Their imper- 
sonations, without overstepping the truth of natural oddity, 
exhibit a humor of character and a genial susceptibility 
to the absurd which could scarcely be excelled. Their 
farce is not dry, witty, and sarcastic, like the French, but 
rich, and humorous, and droll. The briUante, who is 
always rushing from one scrape to another, is so full of 
chatter and blunder, ingenuity and good-nature, that it is 
"npossible not to laugh with him and wish him well ; 
while the heavy father or irascible old uncle, in the midst 
of the most grotesque and absurdly natural imitation, 
without altering in the least his character, will often 
move you by sudden touches of pathos when you are least 
prepared. The old man is particularly well represented 
on the Italian stage. In moments of excitement and 
emotion, despite his red bandanna handkerchief, his spas- 
modic taking of snuff, and his blowing of his nose, — all of 
which are given with a truth which at first, to a stranger, 
trenches not slightly on the bounds of the ludicrous, — 
look out — by an unexpected and exquisitely natural turn 
he will bring the tears at once into your eyes. I know 
notliing so like this suddenness and unexpectedness of 
pathos in Italian acting as certain passages in " Uncle 
Tom's Cabin," which catch you quite unprepared, and, 
expecting to laugh, you find yourself ciying. 

The system of starring, so destructive to the interests of 
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• ^^ .^o l^^noice. Since then her whole style has changed, 
aad 0^ does not please the Romans so mach as in her 
eaT\ier days. She is now more stately, elaborate, and 
caLculA'ted in her art ; then she was more simple, natural, 
and impulsive. She has been within the circle of Bachel 
and has felt her influence, though she is in no wise her 
imitator. Comedy she rarely plays ; but in tragedy she 
has achieyed great distinction. One is always tempted to 
compare her with Bachel ; but they are very different in 
their powers. Bachel was a Lamia — a serpent woman, 
and her greatness was in the representation of wicked and 
deyilish passions. Love and tenderness were beyond her 
faculties; but rage, revenge, and all demoniac emotions 
she expressed with unequalled power. In scenes of great 
excitement that pale slender figure writhed like a serpent ; 
and the thin arm and baud seemed to crawl along her rich 
draperies, and almost hiss, so subtle and wonderfully ex- 
pressive was its movement. What a face and figure she 
had, capable of expressing all the venom of the characters 
she loved to play ! Bistori, on the contrary, excels in the 
representation of the more womanly and gentle qualities. 
per acting is more of the heart — love, sorrow, noble 
mdignniJQji^ passionate desire, heroic fortitude, she ex- 
P^sses admirably. The terrible parts of Myrra and 
Medea she softens by the constant presence of a deep sor- 
'^^ and loniring* Th® horror of the deed is obscured by 
^^ pathos of the acting and the exigencies of the circum- 
stances. Rachel seemed to joy in the doing of horrible 
\^* Ristori ^ ^® driven to them by violent impulses 
"®7pii(I jjgj, power to control. Her Medea is as affectmg 
*® ^t 18 ten^l® » ^^^ Judith, so heroic and inspired that 
y^u foi»g^^ , jeed in the self-sacrifice and love of country 
iT 1 ^ pronii>ted it. Bravely as she carries herself, there 
, ^^ayg ^ ^BXe^^ *^ undercurrent of womanly repulsion 
jv?^k shft :^^orced to overcome by great resol^rtion. The 
^^^^Uoxil^ Her acting is that it is too formal and self- 
/^'^ioiig ^Jie is never carried away herself, and there- 
sh'^^-'^ilfl f c»^^ *^ay ^®' audience. Admirable as 
ju.f ^> aK 1 ^ks the last highest quaUty of genius in an 
•^'^^^^^ 1^^^ she gives a UtUe too much stress to 
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— hiB trances when the facts of the world around him 
disappear before the terrible yistons conjured up by his 
brain -^ the subsequent intervals of painful weakness and 
senile sorrow — are expressed as only an actor of great 
imagination could express them. So, too, his Othello, in 
anoSier way, ia quite as remarkable. The tragedy moves 
on with an even and constantly accelerating pace from 
beginning to end. The quiet dignity of the first scenes, 
where he shows the gentle manliness of his love, and 
pleads his cause — the turbulent changes of passion, when, 
stung by the poisonous insinuations of lago, he tortores 
himself by doubts, and writhes at last in the toils of 
jealousy and madness — the plaintive sorrow and pathos 
of his suffering — the fierce savageness of his attack on 
lago, when, in a moment of revulsion, he seizes him by 
the throat, and, flinging him to the ground, towers over 
him in a tempest of frightful rage — lus cruel, bitter taunt- 
ing of Desdemona, when, wrought upon by lago, he be- 
lieves her guilty — and the last fearful scene before the 
murder, where he bids her confess her sins and pray, are 
given with a gradation and power, compared with which 
all English representations seem cold and artificial Noth- 
ing is European in his embodiment of Othello ; it is the 
inflammatory passion of the East bursting forth like fire, 
and consuming a noble and tortured nature — it is the 
Moor himself, as Shakespeare drew him. 

In the last interview with Desdemona, Salvini is won- 
derful. Like a tiger weaving across his cage, he ranges 
to and fro along the farthest limits of the stage, now steal- 
ing away from her with long strides and avoiding her 
approaches, and now turning fiercely round upon her and 
rolling his black eyes, by turns agitated by irresolution, 
touched by tenderness, or goading himself into rage, until 
at last, like a storm, he seizes her and bears her away to 
her death. In all this Salvini never forgets that the Moor, 
though maddened by jealousy, acts on a false notion of 
justice and not of revenge : — 



(( 



Oh I were damned beneath all depth in hell 
But that I did proceed npon jusf gTonnds 
To this extremity.'' 






TK^i^*^ ^*^ to that of the rxexx .r^^^tever lii« u of t»^^ 

,«n«ner comes on and todays grow 
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^^T^tj^^^^ ^P^ceno, and coulisses, and in front 
<^***^ •.£^'**?? ®^ *^ open space of the arena is tempo- 
rm^yJ^T^ ^^/^^ fi^^ with numbered chairs, where 
tl» ^I^;7*®* ? ^® audience at The price of a seat 
witfc^^ !3 ^f «^. w fifteen ^a«)(V?Ai, but outride the 

"il^^^w.xe.^ S^'^^u ™^ ®*®P* *^® P™® ^ only one paiJ.. 
Th» "^ ttL^- J*® a^ea cost a few baioechi more; but 
a» tl^^y ^.***^* ™m the stage they are but Me occu- 
pied^ In^V^®'' ^^ *^"^* ^ °sed for circus perform. 
•ac»^^^iJ»^ 5*^ ^® stage and the raUed-off enclos- 
««» ^^iiSr^^^®^ *?* ^^'^y ^^««>°^® ^e chief pJac^ The 

oute^ ^ Aad^ "** ^^ ^'^^ ^^ ^^® ®'^*^^ ''^^ *^"* ^ 

^^*^ ^^f^!ji!h?^- *"^ **^®'® ^^'^^ ™*y p^** *° ^^"^ ^' *^° 

most »^**>*7 in the summer afternoon, smoking a cigar 
and li^*^^ often to admirable acting. The air is cool 

and f*^5r ' af^ "-^® ^® ®°^®^ ®^ steaming lamps; the 

smok^ ^^°* ™® cigars ascends into the open sky and 

distorl^^ ^® ^^^. » gi'eat wl^ite clouds drift now and then 

over y<>^ » Bw^ows hurtle above, darting to and fro inces- 

sanUy^ jii cumng flight, and the place is in aU respects 

most ^^3*^??*^^' ^^. you do not choose to listen, you may 

stroll €>ti^f^ t^e railings in the arena, or ascend into the 

open BppcaAe and chat with your friends. Are you thirsty, 

you tatd a flubterranean caffh beneath the brick steps, with 

tables «P^®^ out before it, where you may order to be 

brougHt }^J^\ ^^f^y wine, hibite of oranges, lemons, 

syrups of strawbernes, cherries, violet, aU sorts of tosdj, 

and, if T^Y r^^ ^^^^ craving of excitement, aguor 

vUce and rfium. Uigap venders are also wandering about ; 

and between the acts you hear on aU sides the cry of " Sir 

gari, sigf^n scea;i. Xhe scenery is very poor, and with- 

out the illusion of lampUght everything looks tawdiy; 

but when the acting is good, the imagination suppUes the 

material dencien^ea. it ig only when the acting is bad 

that the sce^f ^^ ^ecomes ludicrous. Given Shakespeare, 

a blanket iriU sumce ; but Charles Kean requu-es all the 

splendor au^ P^™S ^* scenic effect as a background. A 

barrel is a *^,^^e f ai ^ ' ^"^^ Christopher Sly is not 

a lord even i^ airest chamber hung round with wan- 
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the rungs of which she had thrust her armfl ^ i^gAi^ 
port still a fourth chair above her head, and <^^^y. 
neath this, she listened with the ^eatest calm to »^ Cj^^ 
At her side, and unwilling to be outdone, sat thB ^^^ 
man, with his trousers rolled up, and gimiJarly arraDgp^ 
in all respects, save that he had a great green nmbrellfl 10- 
Btead of a chair over his head. The pit swam with water, 
the thunder pealed, the rain poured in torrents ; but there, 
with the utmost mng fraid^ they sat, neither torning aside 
to encour^e each other, but both looking steadfastly before 
them at the sb^. At last the cloud broke ap, the shower 
passed over, and the audience began to pour back. The 
Englishman never moved, until an Italian got before him, 
and upon the falling of a few supplementary drops seized a 
chair and held it over his head, so as to impede the Eng^ 
lishman's view of the stage. This human patience could 
endure no longer. He dropped his great umbrella and 
gave the Italian obstacle a punch with the great brass fer- 
nle in the middle of the back, making signs that he was 
u» his way ; whereupon the obstacle shrugged his shoul- 
^^Ts and laughed, and moved aside. 

Often before the play is over, the shadows of twilight 

«eepen in the arena, and the stars begin to twinkle over^ 

aead Then lamps are Hghted on the stage and around 

"»e theatre, and the contrast of the yeUow lights below 

a^a the silvery star-points above, in the deep abyss of the 

°*y> IS very striking.^ 

As one looks around, in the intervals of the acting, the 
Old reminiscences of the place wiU sometimes very forc- 
ibly strifee the mmd ; and the imagination, running down 
the hne /* ^*^y with an electric thrill, wiU revive the 
ghosts of *_f e old days, and people the place with the 
shapes of the Cffisars, whose bodies were here laid in sol- 
emn burial eighteen hundred years ago. Why should not , 

their ^Vr^^J^Y^ ^*^' ^^ «^o^« ta^« ^^^ ^ 
fall, and the mists from the river to steal over their tomb? 

.rl/^^K^ i^f ?^lh ^«^?^,^ ,'*°^- The theatre has been cov- . 

l^ r^clxSS/and at !^^«^«l»ed and decorated, and at times is \ 

Z^.T^d^^-^^-T^Z^^^' It h^'e^n changed ii. ' 



I 



^»^^ 



'» **V iP'Oiw «i© close by 
»Vv V^Son. Mmcella., 



VT •>*r;e«>*^ 






■bet- i^'^^KpV- <^„6>r;i>. the >r?«aWi.- '"''"" 
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ndtked to repose beside that of her husband Gfennanicos. 
Here Nero, and his mother Agrippina, and his victim 
Britannicus ; here Tiberius, Csdigula, Claudius, and all 
the other Caesars down to Nerva, found their burial-place; 
and then the marble door was closed, for the sepidchral 
cells were folL The next Csesar, Trajan, found his 
burial-place in his Forum ; then Hadrian built his colossal 
mausoleum, where were placed all the subsequent emperors 
down to Marcus Aurelius ; and subsequently with Sep- 
timius Severus begins the list of those who found their 
last resting-place in the tombs on the Via Appia and near 
the Porta Capena. 

A long blank space now occurs in the history of the 

mausoleum. Centuries went by, while the ashes of the 

Caesars reposed undisturbed in their marble sepulcbr^* 

Then came a 'thunder over their heads ; when Alaric, in 

the fifth century, overwhelmed Rome with his hordes of 

Visigoths, broke down the gate of the mausoleum, plnn- 

dercS the tombs of the Caesars, and scattered their ashes 

to the winds. Wild weeds and ivy then covered with 

g^een the ruins of their ravage. Centuries again went by 

^thout a change save that of time, and lizards and ser- 

P^^ts slid in and out unmolested. At last the Colonna 

^^ possession of it, and rebuilt it into a fortress. But, 

S^^S'ecl with their treachery after the repulse of the 

^'OaUflr at Tusculum, the populace destroyed all that 

fn/!?*^*^^^® ®^ ^^ S^®*t mausoleum. It was too strong 



det^^^ at Tusculum, the populace destroyed all that was 
fni. ^r^^^^M® ®^ *^ great mausoleum. It wa 

rtar and ceme 

atta/*t T ri °*^"«- ^^ massive walls itsiud..^- — ^ 

fioftT .* ^^ Montf aucon tells us, in his pUgrimage to 



1^^^ «iezn, however. The mortar and cement of centuries 
^Tr ?ai-ciened to stone. Its massive walls resisted liheir 



tfee at^i^ *lie thirteenth century, that he saw over one of 
JVbi^a . « tr ^® mausoleum the funeral inscription of 

^'''^ess^^^F^t'^^^ occupied them, rebuilt them mto a 
?iexx ^^. "^^^^ ^thstood the assaults of Gregory IX- 



i* ^^ of 1^^!;, ^^y when a new burial took place here. 
^^ ^-a^i^^K^ V^^ Tribune. Murdered at the foot of 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE COLOSSEUlf. 

Of all the rains in Rome none is at once so beautiful, so 
imposing, and so characteristic as the O)losseum. Here 
throbbed the Roman heart in its fullest pulses. Over its 
benches swanned the mighty population of the central city 
of the world. In its arena, gazed at by a hundred thousand 
eager eyes, the gladiator feU, while the vast velarium trem- 
bled as the air -vras shaken by savage shouts of '^ Hahet" 
and myriads of cruel hands, with upturned thumbs, sealed 
his unhappy fate. The sand of the arena drank the blood 
of African elephants, lions, and tigers, — of Mirmillones, 
Laqueatores^ Retiarii^ and Andabake^ — and of Christian 
martyrs and virgins. Here emperor, senators, knights, 
and soldiers, the lowest populace and the proudest citizens, 
gazed together on the bloody games — shouted together as 
the favorite won, groaned together fiercely as the favor- 
ite fell, and startled the eagles sailing over the blue vault 
above with their wild cries of triumph. Here might be 
heard the trumpeting of the enraged elephant, the savage 
roar of the tiger, the peevish shriek of the grave-rifling 
hyena, while the human beasts above, loo^g on the 
slaughter of the lower beasts beneath, uttered a wilder and 
more awful yelL Rome — brutal, powerful, bloodthirsty, 
imperial Rome — built in her days of pride this mighty 
amphitheatre, and, outlasting aU her works, it still stands, 
the best type of her grandeur and brutality. What St 
Peter's is to the Rome of to-day was the Colosseum to 
the Rome of the Caesars. The Baths of Caracalla, grand 
as they are, must yield precedence to it. The Csesara' 
Palaces are ahnost level with the earth. Over the pave- 
ment where once swept the imperial robes now slips the 
gleaimng li^ard^ a^d in the indiscriminate ruins of these 
splendid halls the ^tadino plants his potatoes and sells 
for a pa^ ^l^^^^l^^ coin which oncV may have paid 
the entrance fee to the great amphitheatre m goSen 
house of Nero is gone. The veV^ Porum where fxceio 
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•* ^ P'sgo* o Qesn bnono, 
Per 1ft ▼osteft passioiiie 
I>anni il perdono I '' 

It IB strange to hear this chant and sermon in a place 
once dedicated to blood — strange to hear the doctrine of 
loYo and {orgiveness on the spot where the gladiator fell, 
and the martyr suffered for his faith.* 

As yon dream oyer this change, the splendor of sunset 
blazes against the lofty walls, and transfigures its blocks 
of travertine to brown and massive gold; the quivering 
stalks and weeds seem on fire ; the flowers drink in a glory 
of color, and show like gems against the rough crust of 
their setting ; rosy clouds hang in the open vault above, 
under which swift birds flash incessantly, and through the 
shadowed arches you see long molten bars of crimson 
drawn against a gorgeous sky beyond. Slowly the great 
shadow of the western wall creeps along the arena; the 
cross in the centre blazes no longer in the sun ; it reaches the 
eastern benches, climbs rapidly up the wall, and the glory of 
sunset is gone. Twilight now swiftly draws its veil across 
the sky, the molten clouds grow cool and gray, the orange 
refines into citron and pales away to tenderest opaline light, 
and stars begin to peer through the dim veil of twilight. 
Shadows deepen in the open arena, block up the arches and 

^ This yon 'will see and hear no longer. The arena, onoe so peace- 
fnl and smoothed over with low grass, has been excavated to exhibit 
the foundations, and the cayemons cells and compartments which 
underlie it. From a purely archaeological point of view, this maybe 
interesting, but all the charm of the place has been destroyed. It no 
longer represents the surface of the arena as it was in the ancient 
days, when the fierce gladiatorial games were represented ; nor of 
tiie later days, when it was^ grassed over, and one mig'ht wander 
there, and re-create in imagination the bloody scenes of the past 
All the stations have been removed ; the cross of Chriistianity no 
longer stands in the centre. The processions of monks a.ad confra- 
ternities make no more their rounds at twilight, to chant their 
hymns and preach their sermons ; but you may, if that satijifies you, 
gaze down into ugly pits and trenches below, and wonder 'for what 
purpose they were constructed. The walls, too, have been stripped 
of Uie flora which once adorned them, and are now bare. Nature, 
however, will have its way, and despite of all efforts, at ina^icessible 
points, and in crumbling crevices, it still plants its we^ids and 
flowers to gladden and drape the ravages of tmie. 



i 



SaUeries, confuse *h« linea of the b&icl 

decay. yoa rise and waiA: musingly ; ^« 

the arena, and, looking aroand its dim, J*t» 

yoo suddenly bebold tb& bencbeg as of Jj^g 

tteip myriads of liuman forma — the gi, *'i 

once sat there. Tb&t terrible circle of J**ts 

you with ag-hastly expression of crael g^e^ 

tear the strange, exciting ham of coDfoa^i^^ii 

roar of wild beasts in tbe caverns fce/o^ *^ > 

self the gladiator, who must die to make Z '\ 

or the Toartyr who wafts at the stake fof m ^r, 

'hat are to rend. bijn. A. gbadder comes ^ 

place hae magnetized you with its olJ^"^^' 

turriedly round to seek Bight, -wben b\x^ \^1 

soprano voice saying, " Franqoia, whe^ J*^»W 

Virgins sit ? " and you wafee from yoof ^ ^t 
^teratiU the moon shines tlirough th^*"^fe 
em and bailowB the ruins of the old ^^*-^, '- 
ow/pWnhVel i,ootg from the app^r cart^^\^^^, ^d soft- 
S^'O neap by voii hear th« mghfangal©*^^^ J^*^l»eatre , an 
;,'"°«''«g-: voicis are talking under the fc^^.'^^^^l'Tb.^ 
sr«''''*^«nder8 and gli^^^ll^/^^^^-^.^^^^f':? 
«™e enterprising English party ^^^'^l.^.^t^ '^. ^tere 
2,' '^°«nel paces to tt^a fro m the ^K^'^^S the rui™. 
and parties of strangers coxne m to see tU^ --^^ entrance, 
moonhgbt^,, Thev march backward a,^,^ «^olo«,eum by 
their "m,;j T..< „T,Br and fnend," ■«-»_ forward, and 
1 , s'l'ae, t>nilosopn-e'^» »»»"■ > »i*;:».^ ..^.,.^0.. in 

broken Ir^ ,.' i""'" ^ •hoir questions. — ^» courier, m 

r"" "•• SL«ei, fcom "Minted," m wfa.>«= fa I^id Bji~ 
''•wile, il^^f .mro »«»i 1"""» '"'*^ •■I»«»oii>l Mi»o- 

to llS I 'J"'' ,"■ t.Zktea ra£>" ts «!•>=»•»«. Imp^eTy » 
^ tt,„ ., „d eveiTr tmly ^^^ ^^.^Sri..* nJjo. 
"iwithe poet, when lie fM*ys W"*" 
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who played such pretty pranks here some eighteen hun- 
dred years ago. 

Such is the Colosseum at the present day. Let us go 
back into the past, and endeavor to reconstruct it 

We are in die beginning of the reign of the great Julius, 
and the stormy populace of Borne has no amphitheatre 
for its gladiatorial games and combats with wild beasts. 
Wben they take place, they are exhibited in the Forum, 
and there the people throng and crowd the temporary seats 
by which a small arena is enclosed. But this is soon felt 
to be insufficient and inconvenient, and Julius for the first 
time now erects in the Campus Martius a great wooden 
structure, to which is given the name of amphithmtruvu 
Before this we have only had theatres, which were invari- 
ably semicircular in form, the seats of the spectators front- 
ing the stage, which occupied the line of the diameter. 
We have now, for the first time, an amphitheatre in the 
form of an ellipse, in which the arena is entirely enclosed 
with tiers of seats, and this is the shape which hencefor- 
ward all amphitheatres are destined to take. 

This wooden amphitheatre, however, in the reign of 
Augustus gives way to an amphitheatre of stone, which at 
the instance of the emperor is built in the Campus Martius 
by Statilius Taurus. It was too small, however, to satisfy 
the wishes of the people, and Augustus seems to have 
entertained at one time a prospect of building one still 
larger on the very spot now occupied by the (>)losseum ; 
but among his various schemes of embellishing the city, 
this was abandoned. Tiberius seems to have done nothing 
in this respect. Caligula, however, began to build a large 
stone amphitheatre, but he died before it had made much 
progress, and it was not continued by his successor. Still 
later, Nero built a temporary amphitheatre of wood in the 
Campiis Martius, where were represented those remark- 
able games at which he was not only a spectator hut an 
actor. Here at times he might be seen lounging on the 
sugges^'^^ in imperial robes of delicate purple, that flowed 
loosely and luxuriously about him, his head crowned willi 
a garland of flowers, and looking so like a woman in his 
dress, that you might easily be deceived as to his sex, were 
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other times, htstLE nafceci^ ancf armed lij^^ ^^^ 

at his side, ana ^^tttixigr aguinst each ojj^ t^^^^i 
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^ many '^^''^^^^"'^iigr 

>mb was daily found the ofEerrag oi fre^^ ^^XV ^^'^^^ 
MeaniriiiZe, JVero iias built liis golden K^ ^ol^^^ ^""^^ ^^ 

,^^^ m, wik its gorgeai^ ^'^^^^^'^tx,^^'^^^^^^" 
Wironged with marble stafcixes ; and at it^^^^ ^^ o^^e Pal- 



^^^aniriixle, Nero naa t>u^M.v jus g^oiaen W^ 
atine HUl, with its gorgeavis liaJls, theati^^^Vi, 
pronged with marble stsitVLGS ; and at it^^* ^ ^ 
?icial lake, Ud by pure waters brought f ^^^ *^^^^ corridors, 



UJ which at times ho celebrates his ix^*^ itlK^ *« «" »^- 

ownpies the yerr spot on which the G^|**ic» ^ ^, saountams, 
;^"5'« *o be built, but it is o^l^^t^t dv»* 
^'^^ Otho, and ViteUi^s- When Ne,,^ 

„ fi! *o>ong the many fe«^^S^,.,^^^ 
n *f old amphitheatre of Statahos 1< 
•^ «% that of the Ca«»ptx« Martiua, x^x 
■^ gJattouous ViteUins could carry orx 
gwnes which were necessary for the 
«"'Pe«>r «,d thTSa^e of the people. 

B»twC?.^tJ^ Vespasian return 
of Jeruani • ^^d with spoils, a gr- 

pImb^^™ ®"^*^ V.,^s out for " Pa,^ 
^ "• .^^« PoP«^^f.^«atee ixi which t 
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^m to grace the i«»P«J^^ desceudaixt^ 
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theatrum Flavium, which now g jr 
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-^«. these poor wretches toiled a* 
ColofiBeam. For long y®*^2*^^ed the third tier of 
their work ; but when »^«y ^J^ continued the constmo- 
seata Vespasian died. Titos then con_^ the year 80 A- D;, 

tion, and dedicated ff ^'XtSd Stil the rdgn of T^r^ 
but it was not completely finished unw ^g^jfi^nt 

tian. At the dedication by TJtos^erew^^ ^ 
spectacle. The games lasted *«^ «"^J°„^ um than 5000 
^d beasts were kiUed every ^7'^^ to the tradition 
were slaughtered in the »^««?- , f-^^dtheatre wM made 
of the Church, the design of t^e wnphJJ ^^^^ Bof- 
by Gaudentius, a ChristiMi architect, who 
f ered martyrdom within ite waUs. ^.^gnificent struc- 

The builW b at l««*.fi^*^^^,^routSdr^e behold » 
ture it is. Looking at it from J^ «7'^„;„no«B blpcte 
grand elevation of four stones, ^"Jt^J/i^ the sunUgW; 
li travertine, that glow W'* '«'^f^S j^ic, tiie third 
The lower story is Done, tiie s^ond 1^ ^ 

Corinthian, and'the fourth Co'^P^ cS^b."'^*^ 
being composed of a^^J^*'. ^^/jSuaw opetiings, and 
upper being a solid wall P^^^-^r^f^^l^eftyi"!!*™ 
f^ed by pUasters. IBgh up ^'g*^*^^ hugrprojecting 
the cui^^ cornice of its ^^"^^^^ ^^vJariun, o^ 
brackets on which the poles 8«PP?!r'f ^^ of arches aw 
awning, axe feed.* The t^« "'^^^^J.*'^ principal en- 
throned with marble «*»*«f ' «^ Va^ b^ h^r««. Jnst 
trance is a great tnumphal «^r ^'^^j^ ^^ ,; ^ cone, 
before it is the " meto sudans, JJ^'^!!^ through a tbon- 
feed upon a square base, the water oozes tn«^ , 
sand perforated holes, and ^t^^^ Jf^J^S «>d pil- 
Abo^rZ on the Palatine, are the splendid V^^^U 
hrs of' the golden house, ^* its green h^^S? y 
beyond, on the Via Sacr^ m «ie grau 
of Titus, and afterwards of A^jam. ^, pji. 

i« a. hoUday, and games are to be given in the amp 
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beginning to be filled, and at a roug:h gness there mnst b« 
even now some 50,0(K> persons there. Bnt many a range 
11 BtiU emply, and we know that 87,000 persons can be 
seated, while there is standing room for 22,000 more. 
The hage vdariwrn is bellying, sa^^^g, and swaying above 
our heads, veined with cords, and throwing a tranaparent 
shadow over the whole bnilding. How it is supported, 
who can toU? Bnt we may congratulate oureeJves that 
ve are on the shady side, where the snn does not beat ; 
tor the mad emperor, when the games have not been fierce 
*Dd bloody enough to please him, has many a time ordered 
* portion of the velarium to be removed, so aa to let the 
borning son in npon those who were unlucky enongh to be 
^Pposite to it, and then prohibited any one from leamg 
«s place nnder penalty of instant death. 

Looking down, we see sarronnding the arena a wall 

aoout fifteen feet in height, faced with rich marbles, and 

Mtended to guard the audience i^ainst the wild beasts. 

*aiB IS sometimes called the podium, though the term is 

ttore appropriately applied to the terrace on the tap <d 

wie wall, which extends in front of the benches, and is 

^ed round by a trellis-work. This, in the amphitheatre 

of Nero, wa« made of bronze, but Carinus afterwards sub- 

5otate<i golden cords, which were knotted together at their 

'otez^ections with amber. There is the seat of honor, and 

Wireo or fom- ranges of chairs are set apart for persona 

Btttitleti to the distinction of the ounOe chair. Those, 

^m^ their seats in them now, are, or have been, some of 

W>em, EI^t°TO. and some consah,, eurules, adiles, or een- 

h^' l*^' *****' ^ *•>» Flamen Dialis. Opposite to the 

j^S*- **^' -^i «^up of white-robed women, also in the 

^^^^ IS the Vestal Virgins; and there, on the raised 

^^^<^e the ^^^^ *** *^^ ^^"^ "''" «^^'*« ^^ S^^^- 

Tiiid:*- «re sen *"'^^"* ^* ^^^ *'^"' '^^ *^® mwniana, 

ru2mJ±:Ea^ roundM^'^ ^"^ ^^^ *''^" by long platforms 

'Kji^zistjw- The ft whole building and called presciwy 

o£ s-A:;«=»Kie and^*^"* **^ these, consisting of fourteen rows 

eCTO^^^'fci^^^Jan orde '"'^^ble seats, is for the senators and 

to siti «:KjK»n. Th*' **'*^ *^^y \i^^K the luxury of a cushion 

* Second tier is for the -po^dva, and the 
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yoa will see a flight of broad stairs, throngh which great 
machines are sometimes introduced into the arena. 

The air is Med with perfumes of saffron infused in 
wine, and balsams, and costly tinctores, and essences, 
which are carried over the building in concealed conduits, 
and ooze out over the statues through minute orifices, or 
scatter their spray into the air. Lucan, you remember, 
describes this — 

'* When miglity Rome's spectators meet 
In the fall theatre's oapacions seat, 
i At once by secret pipes and channels fed, 

r Rich tinctores g^xuih from eyery antique head— 

At once ten thousand saffron currents flow, 
And rain their odours on the crowd below." ^ 

There is now a sudden stir among the people, and the 

amphitheatre resounds with the cry of " Ave Imperator^ 

as the emperor in his purple robes, surrounded by his 

lictors and imperial guard, enters and takes his seat on 

the elevated chair called the suggestus or cubicuLum, 

opposite to the noain entrance. Then sound the trumpets, 

and the gladiators who are to fight to-day enter the arena 

in a long procession, and make the tour of the whole 

amphitheatre. They are then matched in pairs, and their 

swords are examined by the editor, and even by the 

emperor, to see if they are sharp and in good condition. 

After this comes a prcelusio or sham battle with modern 

swords and spears. There is the Betiarius clothed in a 

short tunic, his head, breast, and legs uncovered, and a 

net upon his arm with which he will strive to entangle his 

adversary ere he dispatches him with that sharp trident 

at his side. Near him is his usual adversary, the Myr- 

fniUo^ axmed with his oblong curving shield and long 

^Sge^9 *"^ wearing on his head the helmet with the 

«%n €>f^ the fish (jjLopfjLvpoi), from which he derives his 

name. There, too, is the Laqvsator with his noose ; the 

^nda^ix^cb with his close helmet, through which there are 

^o ejr^iioles, and who will fight blmdfold; and all the 

othep ^^diators, with the Lanistce who accompany them 

«o see tJ:M^t aU is fair, and to excite their spirit in the com- 

^ Bowe's transUtion, Lucan, Book ix. 



bat. They ar© now rxi^tdii 
over ; the trixmp^* agr^^^* ^^ 
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s^^ggle that is to tafee pl^ 
P^7 bave already ^^^f' 
dead bodies of man a^<^ 
g»g out of the arena ^^ 
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tants, and seTeamB of rage or triamph saluted the blows 
that drank blood, or yelled bis fate to the wretched yictim 
as he sank in the arena, and the benches swam before 
him. Or take, to aid the imagination, the graphic and 
vigorous description of this scene given by Amphilochias, 
in an epistle in verse, to Seleucos, and thus admirably 
translated by Mrs, Browning : — 

*' They dt, unknowing of these agonies, 
Spectators at a show. When a man flies 
fVom a beast's jaw, they groan, as if at least 
They miflsed the ravenous pleasure, like the beast^ 
And sat there vainly. When in the next spring 
The victim is attained, and, uttering 
The deep roar or quick shriek between the fang$f 
Beats on the dust the passion of his pangs, — 
All pity dieth in that glaring look. 
They clap to see the blood run like a brook ; 
They stare with hung^ eyes, which tears should fill, 
And cheer the beasts on with their soul's goodwill; 
And wish more victims to their maw, and urge 
And lash their fury, as they shared the surge, 
Gnashing their teeth, like beasts, on flesh of men." 

The accounts of the venationes or battles with wild 
beasts, and of the gladiatorial shows, exhibited in the Col- 
osseum and elsewhere by the ancient Romans, are so 
amazing as to be scarcely credible. The people seem to 
have been insatiable in their thirst for these bloody games. 
.They were introduced originally by Lucius MeteUus, in 
the year 251 b. c, when he brought into the circus 142 
elephants taken by him in his victory over the Carthagin- 
ians. This, however, was scarcely a venatio in the sense 
of later days, fop the elephants were killed, as it would 
seem, only to get rid of them. In the year 186 B. C, 
however, a real venatio was introduced by M. Fabius, 
^bejx lions and panthers were exhibited. The taste once 
forrnea, grew apace, and at a vmatio given by Pompey, 
o/ ^^ re«^5 B. c., upon the dedication of the temple 
all ^®^^® victnx, an immense number of animals were 
£n^^J^^^tn7ll^ were six hundred lions and eigh- 

^^'l""^ aro^ th^^^^^- G^tuHans fought with the kfc 
*e e^^^eTbeSS^,^ «^ch fury wiA their javelms, tJ.aJ 
^u.x-^'^ «tsi» Strove to break down the railings of 
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X^^'t-v^ WBtrictod to fanei-als, bat tbey soon began to 

exhibiied in the ajnphitheatre ; and nnder the empire 

(-^.5**™ 'or them had grown to such madness, that no 

**! tLk *^*''^ '*'** witliout its gladiators, and no feati- 

Ey^^j"*'*. place without deadly contests between them. 

Wepg *™^« tte Romans were at their barquets, gladialow 

ing ^^"'•wiuced to fight with each other, the gnests look- 

fiil jj] ^""^ applauding, aa they sipped their wine, the sfeil- 

otdy g(^^ J^t were followed by blood. Blood wse the 

*"■"' aorf"*^' that roused die jaded appetites of a Be- 

**** the SfiTe a zest to his pleasures. In the amphithea- 

Uet. A_^y^^^ ti"*' fought together ahnost surpass be- 

than ten ^j triumph of Trajan over the Daciana more 

"•ona iiuj„ j:'°"**»d were exhibited, and to such an enoi^ 

"**■ that • *^ **** *^® gladiators increased nnder the Cie- 

"Uidep gp^ ^xty ilioiisand of them are said to have fallen 

** fiTeatfcV^"^' '*' '*^* **•* •'^g® *"'■ **'*^*'' Samt^a became 

*'*"^> thft '"'' o"ly freemen, but dwarfs, Itnighu. sen- 

fi'^iato^ *"!f^'***' himself, and even women, fought as 

"* terribl^i* esteemed it no dishonor.' And such was 

*®'^» tixB.*^ "^ ^'^^ '" *h® arena that Justus Lipsius 

i"ace. »C'»'*s^° ^^ ^^^ ever bo destructive of the baman 

^'^titienu,^^"'' ^'^*^P sci^, •malum beUum tardam dadem 

^"Pf<itemg-z^t:g ^^'^ A««»?,a7z« intulisse quam hoi ad vo- 

water d^^ ^^ Tf* J** "»« Colosseum was flooded with 
PVe where i«. to float vessels, and eng^emenla, took 
fojight toc'^f^lT.ir* °"*»*«t«re fleets, laden with gkdiators, 
"^i^^tt^lt^JtS^^^^"^*- » »«^ I'^ttl^- ^*«e «««- 
"we exhibited on a ?""» *"» enormous loss of life, and 

**«ce. In OD6 of *?^ *** e^eat grandeur and m^nifi- 

^°**or8 wrere to W * sea-fights exhibited by Nero, sea 
, „ seen swimming round the artificial 

l^"* Z^* *»<«*»l>i« ad L%^ej; ■'^*'^»"tiai>, says, "VeuatioEesglacIisM- 
r3«B^«. efc foeminanun .■',7*'"WcJ>os detlit; neoTirorom modo png- 

'"^*'"'^--"'" ian^"-?. Tacitus, in bia I2di Book, saja, 

iwo UluBtrinm plnres perwenam ftedati 
- Satom, Sori 




"^ the^I *;.''■ ii-^P-S- Any one Tho is do. 
"■nrioriH ^t^i**"™ 1^' find ™ mlereBtujg ao- 
"" "''d learned easay. 
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^j^V. The combatants fought with great braveiy, and it 
was not unta a large number had been slain that thesig- 
nal for separation -was given. 

Constantine, and his son Constans, first issued cdicte 
prohihiting these gladiatorial shows ; but the appetite foi^ 
them had become too craving to be denied gratification, 
and notwithstanding these prohibitions, they contiimed to. 
flourish, and survived the ancient religion more than sev- 
enty years. St. Augustine relates in his ^' Confessions," ^ 
that about the year 390 a certain Alipius, one of his fel- 
low-students, who had been baptized into the Cliiistian 
religion at Milan, came to Rome. Here he was strongly 
urged by his friends to go and see the gladiatorial BhowB 
in the Colosseum. At first he refused, but finally yielded 
to their persuasions, and agreed to accompany them, re- 
solving internally, at the same time, to keep his eyes shot, 
6o^ as not to see the atrocities which he knew were com- 
niitted there. This resolution he kept for some time, but 
at la«t, startled by a great shout of the people on the 
occasion of some remarkable feat of skill, poor Alipius, 
overcome by curiosity, opened his eyes. It was then all 
over with him ; he could not shut them again ; but from 
moment to moment his excitement grew fiercer and fiercer, 
nntil at last his voice was heard shouting madly with the 
rest. From that time forward, these games became a sort 
ef msanity in him, and he not only returned to them con- 
stantly, but exhorted everybody he knew to accompany 
nim. « ClamavU, exarsU^ abstulit secum insaniani qtia 
^^rmdaretur redire et alios trahens:' This story, rekted 
y St. Augustine, clearly shows that the gladiatorial games 
^fanned in his time; and the verses of Prudentius, 
^tten against Symmachus, the prefect of Rome, also 
prove that they existed in the time of the emperors Va- 

C^^' Theodosius, and Arcadius. 
able^-n -^ ^^^'"''^ ^^ January, in the year 404, a remark- 
of a jjo!?^?* pccurped in the Colosseum on the occasion 

and cSSS 'fe ^^^\^ '^^^^^^ ^7 ^^^ 
1 m. ... , ^l^&j '^ the presence of an momense 

J, ;^ viii. lib. a 

««oi ffi* a«Ie^,^„. ,^. ia,.5. c„Arf. Ix. c 11. See 
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woald ^^^^ done had there been any of importance.^ 
HeTetof ore it had been kept in repair to serve for the ex- 
lubtdoii of gladiatorial shows, but the edict of Jastinian, 
prohibiting all games therein, rendered it useless a^i an 
amphitheatre and sealed its fate. Thenceforward it was 
abandoned to the assaults of time and weather, and to the 
caprice of man ; and their injuries were never repaired. 
The earthquakes and floods of the seventh centiuy un- 
doubtedly shook it and destroyed it partially. Barbarians 
at home and from abroad preyed upon it, boring it for its 
metal clamps, plundering it of every article of value, de- 
facing its architecture, and despoiling it of its ornaments 
of silver and gold as well as of its poorer metals. In al- 
most every one of its blocks of travertine is now to be seen 
a rudely excavated hole, by which the ingenuity of anti- 
quarians has been greatly exercised ; but it now seems to 
be agreed on all sides that these holes were made for the 
purpose of extracting the iron bolts with which the stones 
were originally clamped together. Still, it would seem to 
have been entire, or nearly so, as late as the beginning of 
the eighth century, when the Anglo-Saxons visited Rome, 
and, gazing at it with feelings of awe and admiration, broke 
forth into the enthusiastic speech recorded by the veneiv 
able Bede : " Qtmrndiu stabit Colysceus, staJbit et Eonui. 
Qitando cadet Colysceus, cadet et Roma. Quando cadet 
Roma, cadet et mundttsJ' Thus Englished by Byron:—- 

'* While stands the Goliseuin, Rome shall standi 
When falls the Coliseum, Rome shall fall I 
And when Rome falls — the world I * ' 

From this time forward exposed to tumult, battle, and 
changes of ownership, now occupied as a fortress by the 
Frangipani, now by the Annibaldi, and wrested from both 
in turn by pope and emperor, it fell rapidly into ruin, and 
its walls began to crumble and fall into decay. As early 
as the year 1362, the Bishop of Orvieto, legate to Pope 
Urbah V., wrote to inform the Pontiff that the stones of 

1 Cassiod., Ub. v. Var. Ep. 24. See also Pietro Angelo Barges, 
in his learned Epistola de Privatorum -^dif . Urbis. Erersoribos. 
GwBvius, Antiq. Boni., torn. 4. 
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^Igyo^oloB, one of the wonders of the ancient world, sul- 

iered the same fate. Not only the marble of the archi- 

lector^' the massive stairs, the splendid columns, but the 

masterpieces of Greek scolptare, wrought by Scopas and 

his scholars, were broken to pieces and burnt into lime by 

the Knights of St John, to build the castle of Budrum.' 

Marangoni tells us that there was a sale of the stones of 
the Colosseum in 1631, and a century afterwards some of 
them were used in the building of the Campidoglio. Even 
at the very period of the revival of the arts it would thus 
seem that no regard was paid to the preservation of the 
ancient temples. With the blocks of these ruins Michael 
Angelo built the Famese Palace and the Campidoglio, and 
even he seems not to have protested against this barbarity. 
Urban YIII. also built, out of the quarry of the Colosseum, 
the fa9ade of the Barberini Palace, tore the brass plates 
from the Pantheon to build the hideous bcUdacchino of St. 
Peter's, and threatened to serve the remains of the tomb 
of Cecilia Metella in like manner. But the sins of Urban 
VIII. were small in comparison to those of the Famese 
Pope. He spared nothing, levying his exactions not only 
upon the Colosseum, but also upon the arch of Titus, the 
baths of Constantino and Caracalla, the forum of Trajan, 
the temple of Antoninus and Faustina, the theatre of Mar- 
cellus, and other buildings, stripping them ruthlessly of 
their precious marbles and splendid columns. The ac- 
counts of the apostolic chamber show a sum of no less 
than 7,317,888 seudi expended between 1541 and 1549 on 
the Palazzo del Campo dei Fiori. Truly, as Gibbon says, 
"every traveller who views the Farnese Palace may curse 
the sacrilege and luxury of these upstart princes." 

To check these abuses, Eugenius IV. is said to have sur- 
rounded the Colosseum with a wall, and by a charter long 

ifl dtPSf f?lf ^* ^ra^rmente of these noble works have been saved 

Sbs rende«dT3!7 *v? ^^* ^^ ^' ^^"^^^ T. Newton, who has 
to^r^^rLl "^^^^^JJe senrice, not only to his own country, but 
Mied niZi ;:|P?>^^..«* »^ ^- Newton has recently pub- 
B^^}dam^ «* HaUcamassos, Cmdi,%md . 

a^hSSSti^ ^^naiTe illnstratioiis, which is most interesting 
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Vt irom iaffing, the wall Bnpportmg ^l^f%^^e f^%^^>i 
v>niU w PVna VTl.. axiA hifl successors _***:,^^g. ^>^.^ 




Bidd toat me tiemblmg stones were s" ^ •»*• . ^ 
convicts under sentence of deatb. and ^?rl|,p flW 
life were employed to buUd up this watt, \ntn t**^ i^^ „ 
of pardon if they succeeded ; but w^hether this stitfiMnt 
be actually true I cannot affirm. 

Pius IX. has also made very material restorations, and 
perhaps in some cases carried them too far, thus detract- 
ing from the antique character of the ruins. He has con- 
structed a gigantic buttress at the southern end, to support 
the lofty wall which threatened to fall ; and some of the 
arches and interior walls he has entirely rebuilt. 

Since the French have taken possession of Eome they 
have placed a nightiy guard at the Colosseum with the 
object of keeping it clear of robbers and tliieves, who are 
said to infest it, and no one now is allowed to pass without 
a special permission. To ensure safety in the Colosseum 
by a police is praiseworthy, but strictly to require of all 
strangers and under all circumstances a special permit, is 
annoying and unnecessary. Tempted by the beauty of 
the full moon, if you stroll down to the Colosseum forget- 
ful of this regulation, and thinking* to pass a pleasant half- 
hour in its arena, you are suddenly stopped at the entrance 
by the French sentinel, and all your romantic hopes are 
dashed by three interrogative words : " Voire permisy 
Monsieur ? " Vainly you protest that you are strangers 
and not robbers, that your objects are most peaceful, and 
that such rules cannot apply to you. You have only the 
short irritating rejoinder, " On ne peut pas passer, sans 
un permis,'' - — and to this the sentinel will stick with sul- 
len obstinacy. No offers of money or cigars, no bland 
words, no expressions of disappointment, no reasonings 
avail to move him. He gives you no sympathy, curtiy 
prohibits your coming in, and leaves you to console your- 
self as you can ^ while he marches up and down under 
the dark arches. Of coarse you go away irritated and 
vexed, and in a mood crossly to criticise the French and 
their occupation of Borne* You become very unreason- 
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were not onfreqaent. The last of these seems to l"";® 
taken place in the year 1332, and TL-udovico di »>''*?X^ 
Monaldeschi has quaintly described it in his annals <** '^j 
period, printed in the appendix to the great ^*"^I. j^ 
Maratori.* Though his narrative is probably taken 
the account of others rather than from his own ^^^Jl^ 
he having heen only five years of age ■when the exniu ^^ 
took place, yet it hears the stamp of truth deeply iinp^s 
QQ it in every part. », -t 

« This festival took place," he says, « on the <W ^^ 
November. All the matrons of Home were present ^J:^ 
">g in the balconies, which were lined with scarlet- * , 
w^as the beautiful Savella Orsini and two others «* , 
hndly ; and there was the Donne Colonnesi, t***'^^ w 
Giov-ane could not he present because she had l''^** -ag 
foot Ml the garden of the tower of Nero ; and tibei* 
«8o there the beautiful Jacova di Vico, or Bo-e«'® ' ^l. 
aieso ladies led all the beautiful women of Rx>«o*- 
Bovei-e leading the Trasteverine women, the Orsi»* T°« 
of Piazza Navona and San I»ietro, and the C!oloi»»^.,. 
the rest. All the noble ladies were in one circle^ f^ 
todies oi lower rank in another, and the combatf'?^!L 
thwl ; «nd the huntings were by lot, drawn by o}i^^Zt 
Jicovo Ro8s», from St. Angelo in Peseherijw ^I^J 
eaceia^e^^ was a foreigner from Rimini, named <3**"2 
ifalates**' who was dressed in green, with a rapie' J^r^ 
hand, »»«1:^^ fe i«>a hebnet was inscribed ^ "^X 

roshea ^**^^^ ^ ™,!%*, *^^ ^^ ««^d wounded i^, 1 

left e:r^' f^wl^i^^ 'Si*:"'' ^ f^\^ H« *t-cf^» ^ 

J^* ^S«h knocked wT^'^*^ therefor a ^^^^^i^ 

knee, ^*aid not at^fe ?^. '"^^'i^'^* the bull con^^ (^ 

flee a^^ V; «««<» dS?v^?*- ^«^' g^^a^y e**''^ t half 

>Wk ^^^^'lo^J^^.^^^ the motto he carried «%„, 



blacb: ^suB,'Ioson ^E-n^ **^^ "^otto he carnea fo, 

hehae* .-) and this he^"?^ Lo.virtla,,> (I am ^"tiesser 

Lavit^i^ '^ oi whom h© ^ because the daughter o*^ ^ 

Jovir*^^^^*"*- "^haelT^ desperately enaioe' Athe 

nam^a ?^*^ Script. R^^* 7«« fighting valianUy ^^ 

» 3*^*'*^ '**^- Ital., torn. xii. pp. 538, 63«- 
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* Tesori Nascos-fci- 
^StoriadeU. Litt- -^ 
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^fter ihi8> for more than a century, there was no public 
amusement m the Colosseum, saving for those who em- 
ployed that time in plundering it. But in 1671 permis- 
Bion was granted by the senate and Cardinal Altieri to 
represent bull-fights in the arena for six years. This 
raised a gi^^at outcry, and Carlo Tommassi wrote a tract 
to prove the sanctity of the spot, and to urge the impro- 
priety of reinstating such barbarous usages; which so 
affected the mind of the pope, Clement X., that he pro- 
hibited them, and took measures to prevent them hy 
blocking up the lower arches and consecrating the place. 
In 1714 Clement XI. estabUshed the altars of the Pas- 
sion, and shortly after were painted the pictures of Jeru- 
salem and the Crucifixion that are now seen over the 
southern entrance. 

I have hitherto not spoken of the martyrs who perished 
for their faith in the Colosseum. These are generally 
supposed to have amounted to thousands ; but Marangoni, 
who is a careful man and not disposed to exaggerate 
facts, puts the number of martyrs known, and not merely 
conjectured, to have suffered in this arena at only twenty- 
four. ^ Of these, eighteen were men, beginning with St 
Ignatius and ending with Telemachus; and six were 
^onaen. Of the latter, three — Sta. Martina, Sta. Italiana, 
^^d Sta. Prisca — were exposed to lions, who, instead of 
devouring them, licked their feet. And one, Sta. Daria, 
^ ® of St. Crisanto, according to Marangoni, " was under 
jj^e vaults (sotte le volte) oi the Amphitheatre, where her 
nashty i^as defended by a Hon." Da un leonefu difesa 

mona^^^i^^' t&ese, there were two hundred and sixty anony- 
^oidiepflf under Claudius, who, after digging an arena 

'ead leno^^ ^ LrtyrA JBroug-hton sng-g-ests, may, perhaps, be better 

place dey^^* ^^'' '* ** ^®^ established that ^^ sotte le volte ^^ was a 

P^odera f/* *^ bx'€^thel8, where a woman was more in danger of 

* foTDic^^^^^es) ttt^n of lions (leones) ; and in fact the very word 

^^^ta, ^'' ia derived from ^^fornices,^^ the places nnder the 

^'^Da, hoxT^' chfU3tii±y needed not the defence of any one in the 

proverb -^ ^T^' ^'^ mij^-^t below the vaults ; and the old well-known 

^^ ^ew JfJp^^^^^^^ _^^ leonesy virgines ad lenones—aeema to favor 

' the naax-^yrdom of Sta. Daiia. 
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Tirho were innocent snffered ; but the accusation was of 
treason against the state, and so many Christians had at- 
tempted its overthrow, that, at last, to be a Christian was 
to be a suspected traitor. 

When we speak with horror of that ferocious spirit 
which dragged to torture and death the innocent and to- 
tuous, merely because thej differed from the reli^ons 
dogma of the day, and refused to bow down before the 
pi^n gods, we speak without book. This was not the 
ground of accusation, but the test of loyalty, — and let m 
also remember that the Catholic Church in later days, 
when it had attained a power as extensive as that exer- 
cised by Imperial Rome, was guilty of fouler wrong and 
more infamous cruelty, and that the numbers of yictims 
that were sacrificed by the Inquisition in the single reign 
of Philip II. outnumber by thousands those who perished 
under the Roman emperors. Nor let us plume ourselves 
too much on our religious tolerance, even at the present 
day. The horrors of the past would not, thank God! he 
now within the bounds of possibility; but bigotry and 
persecution have by no means ceased, and infidel and 
atheist are words which are widely and generally thrown 
against those who differ in their creed from the estab- 
lished Church. 

Pius y. used to say that whoever desired to obtain a 
Christian or Catholic relic, should take some earth from 
the arena of the Colosseum, where it had been cemented 
by so much holy blood; and whenever the Cardinal 
Ulderico Carpegna passed the spot, says Marangoni, this 
pious gentleman always stopped his carriage, gratefully to 
commemorate the names of the holy martyrs who had 
suffered there. 

Such are some of ihe memories which haunt the crum- 
bled shell of the Colosseum. After all the bloodshed, and 
murder, and battle, and martyrdom, how peaceful and 
tranquil it seems! Above us wheel the swallows, that 
build their " procreant cradles " far up upon the jutting 
frieze and buttress of the lofty walls, where the air is 
delicate. There sound the clanging crows, flying blackly 
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^ "hl'^^Jf™*^ ^^"^^^ ^^'^ »^^« investigated his 
^ho were ^J^^rlatanz of Rome in the early days of 
Tn'^nowl^S? ^T*^' *"d came from the toin of 
^ft« v^ hSlV**^ ?^« «»' «J^ ™il«« fro"> Naples, 

1" Zf^ S^H^n **'*'.*»'™*-®d yea", he has clang to 
^^"Sr jSJc^ foUowed in the f^tate^^ of hb fomoos 

OP chicken nose, —VhZEZ^^,?^. *<» y»° *eir beaked 
^.ndant still ^^ina-in'^^^ J^^^^^ J^^t^t £ 

fellow. In like mann^r^*"!?^ * .»it«« chiekeu-nosed 
mere corruption of ^te^£^! '^**"* C^arUaani may he a 
These Atellance FabrilcB. oi. 7-«, j- >-, . , ,». 

formed by the 0«can* on nbl tf f *'^' '^^'e ^^^ ^ 
invention of the regular th^S^« f and trestles, before Je 

omtico, great ancestor to ^SV, f^^ ^*^™' ^'>T'T, 
mask amused the ancient Ron,«« ^^' ^^o"* imder his 
When these two mimes spoke^!S^ '"**^ *»« ^t »»d sabre. 
buflEoons, and jested to the AJ^^IJ^'^"""'^ ^^^ ^'^ 
. Their pU were often woven t;^?*"* *** ^^ a^^.^T^ 
did not properly belong, as T*^ dramas, to Tehich they 

respect, also, they performed yZ^ ^^ "» 5 a»^ "^ , * 
neUa, who is a constant interCJ!*''^¥y t^e part of P«^ 
character is entirely interpolated J" P'*^'' ™ "^*" 7 
that even Sylla, the bloody dio*i* ^^''^ ^«« *^®'' "^^ v 
ten pkys for them ; and it is „ ^'' » s^d to l»»^e *"*; 
favorites during the days of the O ®*®*^ *^* ***^ 

The well-spring of fun in ja,^*!^*"- . .-j 

inexhaustible. He will never fi^"^^ " ■^^^*®?**"J^o 
more and we are all wise an^ ' """ ^^^^^r till fo^ *" " 
well as in Naples, he is a ^e»r^®**^*^«^- ^ ^"to S 
seen to advantage he should bo t,- ^a^onte ; flioagb w 



]rwJ>S'.e,o» „^»^ 0^l4> "Jji*, cti""' ll^ Vr-^l "*i'».o •OdiS.y'*- 
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ot%!i ^^ eommon people, contain advice not to be thrifty 
I aaving, but to live more liberally. StentereUoy there- 
^^ on the stage, carries this vice to its extreme, and by 
. lodicTons efforts at saving, convulses the audience. 
lotib®' ?^ }^ characteristics is low cunning. He u 
^nys wishing to marry for the sake of money, but 
^cri%B at the notion of love, — is penny- wise and poand- 
olidl^''^^^^ not spend a panl in hand for the hope 
! ^ thousand in the bush, and says to his mistress, ''I ^ 
onld not leave you and lose the marriage for — for— 
)P ' sette crazie ' " (seven farthings). He stirs the laughter 
I the people, too, by his filthy habits ; puts his comb 
nd shoe-brush into his pocket with his cheese, and when j 
le bears his bride is coming (for he is always on the 
)oint of marriage) he v^ipes his shoes Tvith his sleeve, 
ind then polishes off his mouth and whiskers vdth it. Be- 1 
ddes this he is a great coward, and it is a common jest 
bo make a soldier of him. Nothing will rouse his conr- 
age but an attempt upon his money. Yet he likes to set 
other persons by the ears and see them fight, at which 
he laughs uproariously, but is seized with a ladicroos 
terror when his own tarn comes. He often has a servant, 
<' Stappino" whom he keeps at the starving point, and 
whose name signifies a meagre thin taper. In the quai^t^ 
of cowardice he resembles PtdcineUa ; bnt our Nea- 
politan friend does not deny his stomach its gratification, 
for the Lazzarone is a gourmand, while the Florentine 
is not. 

One of the most celehrated of the actors of StentereHo 
is, or rather was, Lorenzo Cannelli ; but he is now past 
the time of acting. When the Austrians took possession 
of Tuscany he was so bitter in his sarcasms that he often 
paid for them by bastonate. Nothing, however, would 
rule his tongue. The audience, just before the last act, 
ised to call him out to improvise ^^ottave" and after 
talking up and down the stage for a few minutes, he 
rould pour forth with volubility verses full of spirit and 
umor. % 

The old fiano Theatre, which was to Bome what the 
^^ Carlino ^ ^ Naples, exists no more, and the once 



■was dx^«sse<a ** a;^^*ai „S^<x.£r^■^^e:*^^," ia f^ ^*- 
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aa-tire tJx^t: ja^ -»»^.a,s pa^MrticvJaj-Jjr ^^f 







the governmeiat a.zx<2 t/i^ ^irie^fe ^/^ ^ t '^ 

* Pencil finaJJ-y- B^xpi»:*r&B»&<i liim i ■ 
*^^ope from Gta^tiO.. 

The Xeatro JETisJao -^vjas ^< '^^fti v ■« \» i ■- 

««e. Before tlie _^<=»a-''-««'-*- -=»r«^.tl i »T\\^^ .■». ^ 

a trumpet, -veixo soujid 
ePS-by to COXXX& And 
W," he ci-iea. 



more bombast a.zicZ sweM c ' ^^ •vN-.>*.-f- ^ "^..^ . 
and defiant. One -svas a * , "i 

other He bujfiFoon of tlie jjeo ^ 

J™« so called l>ec!a.use ii© w ^ 

™l«. ainrays jxaaJfereated, aJu _ 

^''l^yH beariogr a^n.y amount 
patience. He ^^a^ a sliort, s' 
dwsa-cottt, tricoi-nered Iiat and 
witii which he -w^a-s always tj 

ploite, aU alone, talfced in (, 

« hloodthirstineBs and coura^ 

gep tooi to his heels in the in, 

of these characters speaks in the 

«> conntry Sterht&r-ello in p^ 

"^fti in the ^tx.stisfti'ronz JNeapoj 

"le Trastevere dialect. These A 

<>ifferent. The Venetian is ---**i-"^; 
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Lues \>Q- 



, . <»^^e «BMT»S*ti^ *^f constant iiaeo{&ex,s, 

^^o^^i^'^^.^^^ ^asal tone^^^^ ^^ unpleasant, 
^ **^ ^r ^Ue8 Wa truacato^ *^^ French. The Nea. 
^^S^^^ti^ ««>^«SSSJ^'*':*^*' ^^1« t»^« letters 



^°^^^o ^jS^ci^^St of t^ ^i^'^^^^ ^> l^owev^r, far more 

^« V^"^^ *1 f T>S^1?^^^^^^«« 5 ^^ e;en among 

^^eeV!U^i?t a^ ^^^ ^«^««« of language arl 

^^eJ^^^ i^ ^^*r "^ ^^«^^«^t from aU, but it8 features 
^^ "Sxe ^!Sox«ly ,^^W. Bante, in his book " De 
are txot trAoq^^^V^V ^^f^® ^t tte most unpleasant of aU 
Vtdga-^, fleets ; o^^ ^ ^®ar there was a little Tuscan jeal- 
Italift^ ^^d 3udgnient. The Florentines were always 
ousy ^ ^ti ^-^^ subject of their own dialect, and their 
violent '^P^ay fairly be questioned when we recall the 
judgment ^ ^laich Girolamo Gigli was subjected by the 
persecution jgUa Crusca, because he dared in his cele- 
Academifl'^^cabolaxio Cateriniano " to put forward the 
brated " . ^ native Siena in opposition to those of Flor- 
claims of ^ ^^is offence he was not only expelled from the 
ence. F<^ V^it a suit was instituted against him, and he 
Academy, .^d f^om continuing to print his vocahoUirw 
was prohiP- ^ reached the letter R. Nor were the 
"T^^l . -^^ satisfied with this — they went so fax as to 
Wenaici^^3^i Bute to order all the copies of his book 
fT^l^^y ^"^^ P^^^<^ executioner, and to exile Ae 
^tW^l ^^ ^^ driven by the pressure of p^erj 
aatboT, Tmi3* , «„^, {. .^ _,aVe a forced re- 

and threats Sj *'''^«' persecution to lO^e ^^ ^^ 

tra«tation. ^® "»ay, therefore, take *^? ^pJ^dice in 
Dante, perbftpS' as not free from a cer**^^ V Tns- 
favor oi his oj™, Florence. In its voca^f^^'^he slow, 
can is undoabtedly HcheT than the Bol^^^y adtmtted 
open utterance of the Romans is so \as>'^.^^^ passed into 
to be the roost agreeable in Italy as t^ *^ 
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may find it adxmrably given in the hnmoroas and sa- 
tirical poems oi Qiuseppe Belli, which not only are won- 
derfully true to the utterance of the Romans, but also to 
their spirit ; of course, it must always be borne in mind 
that this dialect is of the lower and most ignorant classes. 
The following sonnets by Belli will give a notion of his 
humor and of the Roman dialect. I have taken the 
liberty of simplifying the spelling a little, in order to make 
them more intelligible to my readers. In the first the 
Qurse is showing off the baby : — 

''ErPupo. 

^' Che ber irutlr h I oh die mio I che ciainmell<Siia ! 
No, ^rima fate servo a nonno e sdo 
Fateje seryo, via, soiumaco mio — 
£ poi so' e la bella e la buona — 

Bravo Pietruccio I — E come fa er Giadio ? 
Fa a^o ? Bravo Pietruccio ! — E la misciona ? 
Pa ggn^ ? Bravo Pietruccio ! — E quamio sona ? 
Fa ddindi ? Bravo I — e mo dove sta Iddio ? 

Stalassu? Bravo! Ebb^? ElaPecorella? 
Fate la pecorella a zao e nomio — 
E pio sc* e la buona e la bella. 

Oh, zitto, zitto ! via : n6o, nu la vonno — 
Eccolo er cavalluccio e la sciammella . . • • 
Eh, si stranisce un po', me e tutto sonno." 

" Le Fatiche der Papa. 

*' Ah I non fa ggnente er Papa ? ah non fa gg^ente I 
Ah non fa g^gnente, lui, bmtte marmotte ? 
Accusi vi pijasse im accidente ! 
Come er I^pa f atica, g^orno e notte I 
Chi parla co Dio Padre omnipotente ? • 
Chi assorve tanti fiji de mignotte ? 
Chi va in carozza a benedi la ggente, 
Chi manna f 6ra 1' indulgenze a botte ? 
E chi je conta li cotrini sni ? 
Non h lui che ci fa li cardinali ? 
Le gabelle, per Dio, non le fa lui ? 
E quel antra f atica da facchino 
Li strappit tutto er giomo memoriali 
E butta Ui a pezzetti in der cestino." 
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ance, the tragedies of the middle ages, the prodigies of 
le melodramatic world, are within their special province. 
he heroes that tread the fantoccini stage are doughty 
rarriors, who perform impossible feats of prowess, slay 
rmies with a single arm, rescue injured damsels, express 
iiemselyes in loud and boastful language, utter exalted 
entiments, and are equally admirable in love and war. 
^o worthy /a?i^occt7W) shrinks before an army, or leaves 
he boards of battle till it is covered with the corpses of 
ds enemies. 

The audience listen with grave and profound interest. 
To them the actors are not fantoccini, but heroes. Their 
nflated and extravagant discourse is simply grand and 
Loble. They are the mighty x which represents the un- 
known quantity of hoasting which potentially exists in the 
>osom of every one. Do not laugh when you enter, or 
he general look of surprise and annoyance will at once 
•ecaU you to the proprieties of the occasion. You might 
ks well laugh in a church. 

I know no better way of giving an idea of the ordinary 
)erformances at the Teatro Emiliano, and the Teatro della 
^use, as the Fico magniloquently calls itself on the bills, 
ban by an account of an evening I passed at them last 
Tune. 

At each theatre there are two performances, or came- 
"ate, every evening ; one commencing at Ave Maria, and 
:he other at ten o'clock. We arrive at the Teatro Emil- 
iano just too late for the first, as we learned at the |^cket- 
affice. " What is that great noise of drums inside • 
asked we. '' Battaglie," said the ticket-seUer. ''bhall 
we see a battle in the next piece ? " " Uh I sempre hat- 
taglie," — always battle, — was the reproving answer. 

Outside were two hand-carts ; one with refreshments ot 
sherbets, or ^'pappine " as they are called in Trastevere 
dialect, sold at one baiocco the little glass ; and the other 
ailed with oblong slabs of hard, stony gingerbre^ and 
" hruscoUni'' or pumpkin seeds salted and cooked m a 
furnace; which are the favorite picking of the Roman 
populace on all festal occasions. . . 

The bill pasted outside informed us that the buraUvM 



iRrexe to play to-xii^fa «;, ^^ . 

Selinguer-^ck &^ il -fcexribX/ 

entitled 

Falsierone, 

In the na^ines tlioxxas^-I 
fear. ^Prices ixi t;li^ ^^^€3^^ 
three hcLi>oach,^» I*ri^%r^t^^ 
^ve baiacc^-l ±1xg sGa.i^ ^ 
having taken & lyors: oxi 
dience on their entx-a-xio^ 
only alloMred. ourselv^OiS / 
But tliere aore tlrrG^-^ 
the performance begonfif 
the Fico," sug^g-ested tlr 
pass the time tolera.'bl 
ously, " there are no ^^ 
sonaggi."' A.6kiiowlGd 
acting, as compareci Tri 
the advice, vrhich seer 
the narrow daizip atree 
of moonlig^ht and slia 
and finally arrived h€ 
ognized as the thea.tr 
Some few persons wei 
the open windows of ' 
cried across the street 
them up a cometto o£ 
side, but the air with 
steamy with perspira 
audience, in a state < 
them, sprawling on \ 
front of the loggicbto 
pit below. Here Tvei 
linen, many of them 
as they had come f 
a chemise from the ' 
soothing the fretful 
the simple and. effi< 
breast. Nothing at 
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audience waa simply different from what one sees at 
Apollo, and less attention had been paid to show — 
idedly. In the centre was a three-armed hrass chan- 
cer for illumination ; all three lights turned up high and 
nil smoke. 

n a moment the bell tinkled, and out came an actor be- 
5 the curtain, nearly touching with his head the top ot 
stage. He announced, to what he denominated "*^ 
to publi4io;' that the next week was to appear " wTia 
a baeiocJietta^" and who, having too much '' vergogna 
demand the favor of their company herself, had dele- 
ed ^'UgentU invito'' to him. The eulto publico ^^' 
»d its interest m this announcement by a series of Mi- 
nes as to who she was, and when she would appear, 
I what was her name, and other similar questions; aU 
which bemg answered to their satisfaction, they pjom- 
l to come; and the actor, bowing addio, bumped out 
^ght through the curtain, rather i|nominiously. ^^ 
:hen ^epky began. The bill of fare was a pa^^ 
le entitled La Ztyctrellcr and a comedy, "'^ ^*^ 
. Rarmnssco, called « JE>e^o er Cldavaro i 

n performed at the first cC^^^lS ^Ife', as at O^e 

ive bawcohi thV seat. ^At^^^^^^'Tty^f^'C^r »* 
baiocehL We were forc^^^®***?*^ *^t. conteut cur- 
es with « La Zingarella/^^AilK*'^**''?' ^ 

ce their ^V^^J/^a^l^ ^^ ^uSet «id » 
e girl, their daughter. T^S^ ** ^y»****?o^toa 
den. There is mnch gestf^^^^?^® «°"*f ^uie »nd rf- 
ion, pressure of both ^nd^*****^ of P^^^^ ^■ 
g of shoulders, pointing at\l?*' t^^ ^^''^^UiafS *! 
«t of their fac^s witlT theil tu*'*'^*!' ^ Sg«»' »°?. 
ing o«t,«»d waving of han^ t^ioittb Si^^tr *e"'^'^* 
>»^^^»" motion addio^^' This <^^® 'c\fld done 
the courtier, who at ^^J^^ leave ^^^ Tee. She 

r' XXI her one little p^J^n ^* ^^e ^^^''^ evidently 



-^ 



ported by two tm 

violent wi 
ten feet e 

curtain *«*^- c© " """^ gettbe eio,'* j 

The and»e»^^e cried loudlv fn^ *?^ ' abeadv dn,- 

and thro^V^^^„j^^o-~and he Jt ^*^5 now S 

time, the babies, ff «2? ^« ' t»egin to fret aS^^^J^T"' 
tinkle goes the beU behmd the stage, open goes tfv« ^ ^^^ 
front for the baby's comfort, and np ^es^e cn^'**"*^^ 
i8 a new . scene -the royal apartiJieil Se T^"- ^t 
and rickety straw-bottomed chair constitutes ite InP" ^^ 
fnmiture - its throne ; Ihe rest U mSetCt^^^ 
agination. Hung on the bntel of the door is a Li^®. "*■ 
a child - and such a portrait ! -^ shadeTof vl^'^* ** 
Titian ! The king enters and site in the one^hLv T* 
obvious reasons the qneen cannot follow his «^ i 

There is great sorrow, and weeping and ffestaVni^^^ * 
the portrait, in the midst of ^Uc^ ZcZr^^-^,^ 
are brought in with the ZingareUa. Aha ' SaT^^*^ 
fol resemblance is Ais between the portrait and the^S^ 
garOla? It is difficult for the audience to perceive hr* 
how astoonding it seenw to the king, queen, and courtier > 
There is violent gesticulation and pointing from her to «i * 
portroifc Ah ! yes, it is — ah ! no, it is not. « If she t« 
my child, a strawberry mark will be found on her ri^li^ 
axm. Agitated unbuttoning of the sleeve. There is Uie 
strawber^ mark! — and everybodv falls into eveiybodv'a 
^""J; J" ^*'°°** ''t last! lie courtier's son aid 
Z'^fr^ kneel --and, "My utssing on you,-my JSu 

SX^r-ordli^^'tr*^ - W itur^the «S- 

,«^ is at the C^LrSr^e ^U^^^^^X 
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^^g^ oi Bernini rose in the centre, its dark figai*^ cto ^ 

injr tti>der the obelisk that pointed silently its fing^^ ^(^ 

g^y^ The moonlight flooded the square and shofl^ ^ < j 

x^^guc^ >^<^ ^® church, and the pla^shing water s<>^^v 

J^^^ngly as it fell in the marble basin. At a <^P 

close by ^® heard a thnmmiing guitar and a tinkling "*^J 

doUn, played by two men sitting on a table oni»^^^.^i^ 

door ; 8®vo»l of the Trasteverini were gathered * . 

men »**^ women, dancing the saZtc^reUo on the rough ^ ^^ 

In tb« iBtervals, a sturdy fellow, a little top-be»^ tte 

wine, ^a* congratulating himself and his audience <^^ T 

Buccesses of Garibaldi, news of the taking of Como h*^8 

3U8t arrived. Then, accompanied by the mandolJ^ *»d 

guitar, he began m the intervals of the saltareOo^fif^'?' 

out a Neapohtan song, with all the jars and suddetv vSm^ 

tlt^^i^^ " characteristic of tlxeir sii^^^^^ 

We had listened to him so long that the dI,. . , 

ready commenced when we entered the Eiiii£l^ ^^r^' 
audience wa« small, but the theatre thr.««i!T^^^- ^^ 
buraUvn.i. was larger, better^?;^^^? ^^^^ ^ *^« 

The ''grandu>s€u opwcu^> of BeHsar?^^?^*'^ the Fico. 
general character of Fantoccini nwL r ^^* ^^^^ *^® 
hattaglie.** Tlie scene when we p^J^!'^ ^ ^* ^^ " sempre 
puppjts, botii dressed in armor ^^""t^ ^"^ between two 
voices and flourishing gigantic 'k^^a^ ^ tremendous 
^an^^^^ — the other ppobablvT/- One wa^ a child- 
Was made to conceal the a^eno k ^^^"^^^^^^ No attempt 
their weapons were moved % ^ ^^ich the figures and 
piercing *^® ^®*^ a»d passi^o. '^^ perpendicular wires, 
^g«, 0astai»ed the figures ai.^ ^?* ^' "^^^^ *^^^® *^® ^*^^' 
moved l>y *^® ®*™® g^ossiv^ hands and swords were 

toccifio ^vtrb-en it spoke Went -^^P^'ei^t means. Each Fanr- 
it wei^ a-tta^ted by a fit ^?^ a sudden convulsion, as if 
»T^oi^ jg^^i^^^^ f'^hnated wii^ ^** Vitus's dance, while the 
to and f**^ ^'*- *?® *^^ ^^th spasmodic life, and thrashed 

anatorriV> ^«^^^h it feonsta»^Ii**®^ disregard to the warrior's 
every^o^^^^j**- . ^ut iT^ ^^^ painfully dislocated with 
than his ^i"*^^ ^^ ^^^ ^ h^i ®^^»er had he ceased speaking 
drunteJi^X ^^^'^^^^^ or ^^^P^ess collapse, his head dropped 

®**iained fixed in a dislocation 



\ 



\uxdeT 

violent _^ 

and Selvn,gr'i£^TT'ct' ^uxici iiis -I:i< 
to destroy tlio castle o:£^ fch<^ 
doughty 'warriors iv^x*^ ^ ^^ 
the floor, Trliicli tliojr xi^:v^^x- 
to touch, sa,\re by -way o^ ^^ 
on their lieels^ i^ntitt a. sii^u^F 
suddenly up ag-ain. T'fa'O ^ 

launched, at eaeli. ofch^i^^ ^^'^ 
chaUenges. /S^^/«r^^«^^^^f ^ 
" CA* «e* ^«^ ^A^ ^^*' -^ "^ . 
latter, not to be oixt^do^*^^ " 
spasm of sword and dang^y ^ 
'' Trema / ch^ son. "^^f^^ 
collapsed in, silonoe- x^ * - v^ 
his opponent^ ** ^rrh€X.t^ n.€X.^ J^* 
contenere U md^ -jT^^^y^a^^ff f 



and with a galvarxxo ^-«^ "^ 
heels on the ^o€>TTy 1^^^®^ 



But the yoiitfa. 

terrihle Grobha* 

had fallen, an^ 

Ant^os-like, t» ^V^VT 

ground), he 3^^^^^ ^ol 

one leg, ana wa^^d ^^^ c 

Now ensued » ^ -tfiaok* 
by his lieutenaxxy^ ^ lii^li.* 
and all three, ''^'*'^'*^'*^^oi3-0'o.j 
ment, dashed I^^'^^^^?^ crtXi^ ^ 
furiously, axi.<3 
length of tlxo 

fro in the ai^- ^^^idly'"^^ 
was "polling v^ t*i-^ ^ 
see how \>^^^^Z?%^^ lolo^ 
Despite the 
of which 
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^lo^* and the excited efforts he made with Ub aymB 
\eg^y be never for a moment lost his courage or wind. 
^^ression never changed, but on his countenance 
rtit S*^. ^® 8©eii^ the same calm, supemataraL glare, the 
^ unwinking eyes. At last, however, he was brought 
-j0 knees, or rather, to be accurate, he was brought 
« ^ay down backward, with his legs at au angle of 
Lyr-^five degrees, sitting on nothing at all, and still shaking 
^t< fragments of his blade " above him. He was now 
\^0Bk that his endeavors to sit entirely down seemed 
^ and in one of his attempts to do so a gigantic appan- 
-^'of a snperhmnan fist appeared like a portent above 
Ixead between the slips. " I*repa.rati a TrvoriT I " ^^^ 
udered Selinguerra^ and all seemed over with him, 
311 suddenly the aspect of things was changed, bi 
gt the ^^terrihU Gobbo'' himself, " in complete steel," 
[j striking the floor with a succession of bold knocks, and 
ring with convulsive jerks his sword, while he sidled dis- 
vtedly along towards Seling%terrcL with little drifting 
s, brought help at the most opportune moment. Well did 
justain in the ensuing conflict his terrible reputation, 
lone, alone he did it." At first it was Sding'^ierra and 
lieutenant who opposed him, but he soon made minced 
A of them ; and then the whole army, spasmodically 
ping and staggering in sideways to the rescue of their 
ain, attacked the Gohho all together. In the rage of 
coiiict, both he and the army madly swung the yf^^^"^^ 
•th of the stage, suspended in the air, smashing against 
I other right and left in the ntmost confusion, and cnt- 
each other promiscuously in their attempts to hit lum, 
it were a " free fight " in Arkansas. But one by one, 
platoon by platoon, they fell before the terrible GchbOj 
\ at last he hovered above the heaps of slain, sound as 
m wind and limb, and had a spasm of satisfaction 
them as they lay there covering the stage, some ot 
I with their legs straight up in the air. But a mes- 
er now arrived. Where is the Gohho* s spouse .'' ^^ 
' and messenger and Gobho drifted out together, 
3ing each other recklessly on the way, and disappeared 
sen the slips. 



It W useless furfcl 
Bwn. Su-flSce it; t» s 
en^agia a. long- «t 
huge heaa. ajid poc 

to assist one or tJb.e o 
on© occasion cz-usJhtixi 
encounter -with JErsili 
What Belisaj^o la^d 
besides g:iving it his 
never made Jiia a.2>j>ei 
B.udience seemed gr^e 
They ate voraciously 
largely of lensoxia^^, 
stre'wii with coT^n.et^i, 
emptied of their seeds 

The Fantocoin.i do 
the recitation of p»la.y 
and profane liistory — 
the representation, of J 
which they " present 
These "motions," «•» ^ 
most part perfonxied. 
are represented l>y" li'wi 
of pubLe pl»y»» caXl.e!<3 
performed by th^ I*^? 
Giuseppe Tigri, i» * 

Toscani," says : "^ 

few years ago, a-* ^"'^^ 
The .best kno-wn, «'*^**, 
year, are the sto»-y o* 
the passion of ov**" 3:-.o3 
ble the ancien* inyst^ 
de'Greci; 'B.^'^A^^^^^ 
Iroano, King *>* -": **^ 
theTritunph «« ^^^-^ 
Bocca d'O^o ; ^-^^^^ 
(he Christio-ns V^l^n 
dom of St«.- ^il-'^t^ 
beautiful pa-S«^ ^^ 



i<7>t^*Jed^y Arioato . !^^ StalWore ; the taking of 
' ^^-^ tB m the ^^*.**'® death of Louis XVI. 
' ^^^Tfttf*^* under th« *^ f^' **' "» the chief piazza 

t^ ^^e K a ere^t surrounding towns meet to- 

* e*** «A f vleemf t^ ^'^^^^ <** ™en and women. 

^tS *C t**^r^S ,??''* j« * messenger (caUed also 

?ot« '^J^'' tlTCV^^'' xnysteriesfdressed like an 

Ta, ^^cieo*. G^5 twtgedies, sing^ a prologue, and 
®i« t^ »«^^rn '^T^?^8 their fayorf The heroes 
V^ *^J^» iben make their entrance, and with them 
tbe ^^\s^^^. ^\? represents some one of the Italian 
oiea '^^•^ as » i^e antique tra^-comedies they were 
a8%B— '.^ tei»P®'"^"i, ™e"^ jests the excess of horror 
eseot *^ioii among the spectators. The men play the 
• coiop**^aj^, and are ^ dressed in great mandes, or, as 
oinen'8 f tall' er(nca, and as much as possible in cos- 
ley ca'LJ^epeveT tiie dress of the ancient Paladins is 
ime. ^X,ey l>a^« ^8^ and old swords, and carry beau- 
squired, **^^d halberds in their hands, with which they 
ful lancet g^ilfully, and -which are (as I was told at 
)U8t Tcry ^1 the period of Permccio. They weave to- 
tavinana) ^^ without divisions of acts, chanting them 
ether dial^ monotonous song in strophes of eight, re- 
j a regul^^jgt jj^e of each, and moving from one part 
«atmg the to another. The action is exceedingly 
* *^* *'"loO* intricacy or any attempt to keep the in- 
unple, wit^ hearers in susi^nse, and ^I'^^'T^ff! 
erest of t^ ^ ^^^ ^^ . ^ Presented. Certwn 

r^S t>n^i?terpoW into L ^',^1 

,art of the c^°"^. ^ the Greek to^gedy' f^^ter of 
Stb the accot»f»»ment of the vioUn. 1> ^adnu- 
his drama is ai'^ays chaste and moral, »^^mM b them 
uably to keep »"'^^ among the people who *^ 5g\ove, and 
^e old cWvalrxc sentiment for the ladyof ?\^» 
tor every saxjred and magnanimous enterpf^ ^j^ SpJntoi « 
During Easter 1 have also seen, at b*" 
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i^alem was a stately thmg*, and so was Nineveh, and 
Oity of Norwich ; but the Gronpowder Plot, that waa 
p^t^penny." And in " Every Jkfan out of his Humor" 
Bpeaks also of " a new motion ai the City of Nineveh, 
\^ cJonas and the whale." 

[n Germany, also, these mysteries continue to be 
ye^i and every ten years there is a great celebratioii at 
2ifieTg&Uy in Bavaria, where the passion of Christ is 
)|.eaoiited with great elaboration of dresses and scenery. 
I^te this play has become celebrated throughout 
irop^' ax^d crowds flock to see it from all quarters. 
In Italy the principal motions that are now played by 
B ;p*amoccini are passages from the life of Christ. One 
^ese, the story of Judas Iscariot, I remember seeing 
veral years ago in a little town on the main road to 
aplos- We had just left our vettura, and were straying 
iroagh the streets towards sundowi:!, when a large booth 
ttracted our attention before w^hich w^ere coarse pictures 
epresenting scenes from the life of Judas, with placards 
ndemeath announcing that the well-known and famous 
ompany of puppets, so greatly and deservedly admired 
liroughout Italy, would this evening perform the grand 
cript^ral play of Judas Iscariot, for the small entrance 
Be of two baiocchi. At the door was a man in a thick 
lack beard, who in stentorian tones was crying out to the 
eopio of the town to be quick, or they would lose the 
bance of seeing this justly celebrated, grand, and won- 
erf til exhibition. Prompted by curiosity, we paid our '| 
liocohi an^ went in. The representation had already 
Jgun ^ ^^ audience of about twenty persons of the 
wer classes ; but the moment our party entered the per- 
rman^^e was suspended, the curtain was dropyed, and the 
dvon^ appeared, cleared for us the front seats, and 
noxiXK^^ *^^* ^ consequence of the arrival of this most 
\i3xxg^^^^^.^^^ cultivated company, which he had the 
lor ^^ seeing before him, he should recommence the 
y froxn the ve^ first scene. So, in fact, he did ; and 
hin^ more ludicrous and incorrect could easily be 
leined. ,^^^ r^^^,^^ J^^^as, when, after sUding along 
sta^^' ^ VI ^^ ^"^^^ ^*^ a sidelong jerk and 
ped *^® ^ puppet's wooden head with his own, as 



&angB himself, Tct&a 
eyer,\»olce»i a.nd Hi 
highly ed-ified, a.nd 
anything lu«licx-f>u^s 
attention, I must oc 
between us a,nd *--1-**=* 
manner ag^aln a-pfi 
over, And \^axiXMly 
W'ith. our preserio^. 

At Siena, tlus ye; 
Tvhieli the country- j 
country, and wrfaiclx 
every day for ^vo«1ejs 
Old Testament a.z-e j 
the sacrifice of Isa.a 
Elders ; and tI>o I**-** 
was a representation 
puppet eovere<i the i 
tines, literally a,ccor-« 
heaps," Sut awhile i 
qaenching' his thirst 
fortunately forgot tl> 
his spastnodxo gresti-<5«3 
recklessly ov^r tlio s'fc^ 
to such effect, tl»n.t fi 
the time ca-nao *o <iri 
never lost his <50ixr»t« 
moment. ^ 

Bat of all *1^« *®= 
compared, to fchoMT «*= 
by actual "-2^*^"^^^^ 
is ^len po* 
effected by 
hands th^t 

make ap «c.>^ **;•» *^, 
p«»lble, their ^S^S^- 

th..t»ge, a"«I ""* 
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,»«>«** *" f*^^ platoons, and retired and opened jug* 
^ ^e real thing,— -in, wMx a tpemendous leap, suddenly 
op« *"* ^^. tKOleHmt, knocks her wooden knees to- 
fikuBir, "^ jerking her head about, salutes the audience 
ltl» *,*TlL?fl ut* ^^^ «« we could see in the best 
•^^^mS^„ * ^- "7*^- . '^^'^ ^*t a masterly ease, 
ftey «**f"T« aM-circles with her toes far higher than 

«' ^^f^r^tw"^*^ herself in impossible poJaons, she 
ouoaB, f ™™«' fl!f« forward i^th superhui^ lightness, 
•^'^^'/^e Ser ^*»r«««^P»»y *« awaken envy in Cerito 
-«i SirSSslo tuTtfxTfl ^""^^ on^riK,inted 
'*'*' *^L on nothlno. -! 11 iMf ^****'' *«™8 never-ending 
piroaette* «^ J'^^g at all, tiU at last, throwing both her 

^"^^""■T^Jl^^ *^ ^4<i«nly coZ,Ti still stop 
*» ^flS T&^\uV^^ " **^« ^ery apotheosis of 
baUet^^*^^ This ,« that perfection " wU^h we are 

««'^«^ "iren^£,^**- Unliampered with the dif- 
ficulties ^^ ^"^^^J'e' her mortal sSter, she perfonm 

'"*'' *^! likoBted bv thT n«*f *'/«»«* that never panto, we 
^'^ ''*'* ^£ eWmv ti^^^^? of those sad ho J of prac- 
*^*"f ^S^aSZet^^^.'^^y' ''^hen the splendid 
''''£>i and ?JSigl£?^^ ff^le give way toWbby 
ffiS^of the master hX^^fi®*^ ^^^^^ saluted byie 
^^b, no ! the IhnML^ *^® applause of theaudi- 
Z^ ththknds of her ^S^^^e *P« Perfect into her art 

SiS tb« «^« i° her W ;s o«^ ^*' ^^^ "^^^ T^ 
^ i brVant of food a^| ^ J^? *^ »tage, is never ha^ 

Woiies, pricked by no Tai^ ^*^**"' " t«"»'''«^ ''^ 

'^"Jowerr-i^^i by no M^rS^ ^^^^.^^o^, haunted byno 
u ^Z or the fea? of old^ t ^t'^O'it envy, sorrow, 
^Tf ^%et««l ""^ae. How^' J|?tP« » perennial yoo* 

"nSces. How miserable^P;**|^*«' «>d is subject <» 

JtS seems beside Art ! ^0^^"*^^ how wretched a 

^t _» P«^*«<* blockhead, ifh^e^^** not be a/<»»^ 



f 



